
 

 
 

Summer research scholarships 
 

Are you planning on coming back to university next year? 
Would you like to carry out an interesting 10-week research project over the holidays? 

 
Scholarships worth $5000 are available for the following four projects, to be based at the Centre for 
Sustainability, University of Otago, Dunedin.  Application details on the last page. 

 
Project 1: Science blogs on earthquake risk and resilience 

Complex science on earthquake risk is required to inform decision-making by policy-makers and 
practitioners to improve societal resilience. However, in order to be effective, science needs to be 
communicated clearly to ensure it is accessible and understandable. This project involves science 
writing about earthquake risk and resilience so that can be understood by non-expert audiences. 
The student will be asked to write a series of blogs, informed by science literature, to communicate 
about earthquake risk and resilience in an engaging and actionable way. The outputs of this research 
will be used by AF8 [Alpine Fault magnitude 8] and the insurance industry on social media platforms, 
including websites. 
Student skills: Earth science knowledge, science communication, physical geography 
Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Caroline Orchiston 
 

Project 2: Exploring and visualising the material politics of nuclear power (from mining to waste 
storage) 

This project focuses on the nuclear industry and its global reach through value chains, waste storage 
and disaster. The student will conduct a wide-scale literature search to identify examples of the 
nuclear industry and its global reach (e.g., weapons testing, mining, nuclear power plant locations, 
reprocessing facilities, nuclear disasters, waste storage, etc.) with particular attention to cases where 
environmental and human health are under contestation. The student will identify and read 
academic articles and other relevant content, effectively organise literature in a Mendeley library, 
engage in fortnightly discussions with their supervisor to report on findings and sharpen their focus, 
and create written or visual communication tools to describe the geographic reach of the industry.  
Student skills:  Geography, design, social science or technological background, GIS mapping or other 
mapping/design skills 
Supervisor: Dr Karly Burch  
 

Project 3: How to innovate responsibly? Exploring the role of social scientists in the responsible 
innovation of AI and robotics for agriculture 

This project will investigate how to create socially acceptable technologies through responsible 
innovation and collaborative design (co-design). The student will write a literature review to 
investigate the role of social scientists in responsible innovation, read academic articles and other 
relevant content, organise a Mendeley library, create an annotated bibliography, and engage in 
fortnightly discussions with their supervisor to report on their findings and sharpen their focus.   
Student skills: Design, social science or technological background with an interest in collaborative 
and responsible research design. 
Supervisor: Dr Karly Burch  



Project 4: Protein 2.0: Scoping potential threats and impacts for NZ Dairying 
The Protein 2.0 Project is looking at the development of artificial proteins and how they might 
impact on agriculture and food sectors around the world. This project asks the question, how is 
pastoral farming in New Zealand responding (or not) to the potential impacts of artificial proteins? 
The research will involve a literature review on how pastoral farming – particularly the dairy sector – 
is recognising and responding to the potential impacts of artificial proteins. A basic discourse analysis 
will be conducted about the potential benefits/impacts of artificial proteins in New Zealand. Outputs 
will include a written report/research paper and an oral presentation.  
Student skills: Research and analytic skills, strong written & oral communication skills, some 
experience in social science subjects, ability to self-manage. 
Potential programmes: Sociology, Gender Studies and Criminology; Social Anthropology; Geography. 
Supervisors: Profs. Hugh Campbell and Rob Burton 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

INTERESTED IN APPLYING? 
 
ELIGIBILITY  
 

• The Summer Research Scholarships are open only to students who are returning to study at a New 
Zealand or Australian University in the following year.  

• Students must not be receiving alternative scholarship support for the same project or any other 
project over the same time-frame. Students may hold only one Summer Research Scholarship for the 
period.  

• Students who currently hold a University of Otago Doctoral or Master’s Scholarship are not eligible 
for a Summer Research Scholarship.  
 
TENURE  
The Summer Research Scholarships take place over the November to February period, and are for 10 
weeks each.  Time off for holidays during this time can be negotiated.  
 
SCHOLARSHIP VALUE 
$5,000 to be paid in 3 instalments with the final $500 paid after the project report or other outputs 
have been submitted. 
 
Note:  All scholarship holders will be expected to make a short presentation of the results at the 
Centre for Sustainability’s end-of-summer student scholarship mini research symposium. 

 
TO APPLY 

 
Please send your CV and academic record, together with a cover letter explaining your 
suitability for the project, to centre-sustainability@otago.ac.nz.  Shortlisted candidates 
will be interviewed and you will be notified of decisions shortly after that.  

 
Closing date for applications: Monday, September 27 2021 

 
Start date if successful: Mid November 2019  

(Exact start date to be negotiated depending on your examination commitments etc). 
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