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Project Description:

Introduction:
Olanzapine is an atypical antipsychotic that has been shown to be more effective than a number of
other antipsychotics in both chronic and first presentation schizophrenia (CATIE Study etc).
Olanzapine tablets are now off patent and very cheap.
With the introduction of a long acting injection versions of olanzapine, it would be interesting to
know if this has positive outcomes for patients. This is important to know, as this is significantly
more expensive that oral olanzapine and requires considerable resource to run administration clinics
to give the olanzapine long acting injection (LAI).

Aim:
To examine the impact of olanzapine LAI use on the number of days patients are admitted to
hospital

Possible impact (in lay terms):
If patients on olanzapine long acting injection had fewer days in hospital in the year a pharmacoeconomic argument may be able to be made for the use of this expensive treatment.

Method:
Patients started on the olanzapine LAI over the past year will be identified from Medchart
(n=~70/year). Data will then be collected on these patients from clinical notes including indication,
age, gender and ethnicity. The number of days spent in hospital in the 12 months before and 12
months after starting olanzapine LAI will be recorded along with how long they remained on it. The
use of olanzapine LAI in mental health act patients will also be compared with those being treated
but not under the mental health act. Exclusions: long term forensic patients that can’t be discharged
until safe in the community.

