ASCS 41 (2020) 28-31 January
Tuesday, 28 January
· 13:30 – 17:00 | Registration
· 17:30 – 18:30 | Opening Reception, Otago Museum, Hutton Theatre
· 18:30 – 19:30 | 22nd A.D. Trendall Lecture: Marian Maguire
Wednesday 29 January
· 09:00 – 10:30 | Session 1
· 10:30 – 11:00 | Morning Tea. Postgraduate Forum
· 11:00 – 12:30 | Session 2
· 12:30 – 13:30 | Lunch. ASCS Executive Committee Meetinga
· 13:30 – 15:00 | Session 3
· 15:00 – 15:30 | Afternoon Tea
· 15:30 – 17:00 | Session 4
· 17:00 – 18:00 | Keynote Reception, St David Lecture Complex
· 18:00 – 19:00 | 41st ASCS Keynote Address: Campbell Grey (University of Pennsylvania)
· 19:30 – 21:30 | AWAWS Members Drinks, Ombrello’s
· 20:30 – 22:30 | Postgraduates Drinks, Eureka
Thursday 30 January
· 09:00 – 10:30 | Session 5
· 10:30 – 11:00 | Morning Tea
· 11:00 – 12:30 | Session 6
· 12:30 – 13:30 | Lunch. AWAWS Meeting. Museum Network Meeting
· 13:30 – 15:00 | Session 7
· 15:00 – 15:30 | Afternoon Tea
· 15:30 – 17:00 | AGM
· 18:00 – 20:00 | Conference Dinner, Etrusco at the Savoy
· from 20:30 | A Celebration of Professor Matthew Trundle (details TBD)
Friday 31 January
· 9:00 – 10:00 | ASCS 41 Plenary Session: Assoc. Prof. Simon Perris (Victoria University of
Wellington), “‘Te Iriata’ and the Iliad: On Translating Homer in Māori”
· 10:00 – 10:30 | Morning Tea
· 10:30 – 12:00 | Session 8
· 12:00 – 13:00 | Lunch. Lunchtime session: Publishing in the Classics, Prof. Ron Ridley
· 13:00 – 14:00 | Workshop sessions
· 14:00 – 14:30 | Afternoon Tea
· 14:30 – 16:00 | Session 9
· 16:00 – 17:00 | OPTIMA Prizegiving, etc.
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University Book Shop... Your UBS
Supporting the 41st Annual Conference of
The Australasian Society for Classical Studies

Dunedin’s Finest Book Shop
378 Great King Street. Open 7 days.
Mon-Fri 8.30-5.30 | Sat & Sun 10-4 | unibooks.co.nz | 03 477 6976
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The booklet was designed, written, and edited by Dr Daniel Osland, with the eagle-eyed assistance of
colleagues at Otago, following the brilliant precedent of the organising team at UNE Armidale, who hosted
ASCS 40 so admirably in 2019. The text of the abstracts was written by the conference participants and has
undergone some additional editorial work at the hands of the ASCS Abstract Committee and Dr Gwynaeth
McIntyre. Dr Osland has edited these in a final round for formatting, errors, and space, but not for style or
content.
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TĒNĀ KOUTOU : WELCOME
Welcome to ASCS 41
Tēnā koutou and welcome to the University of Otago. The Otago Classics Programme
offers a collective warm welcome to all the members, supporters, and friends of ASCS
to this 41st Conference and Meeting of the Australasian Society for Classical Studies in
2020. We hope you enjoy the very full schedule of papers and events that we have lined
up for the conference, and we also hope that you will have the opportunity to get out and
explore Dunedin and the neighbourhood. Hei konā mai!
Key Events
Three free public events are being held as part of ASCS 41 (2020):
The Australian Academy of the Humanities 22nd A. D. Trendall Lecture
Tuesday 28 January, 18:30-19:30
Speaker: Marian Maguire
Venue: Hutton Theatre, Otago Museum
The 41st Australasian Society for Classical Studies Keynote Address
Wednesday 29 January, 18:00-19:00
Speaker: Associate Professor Cam Grey (University of Pennsylvania)
Venue: St David Lecture Theatre
ASCS 41 Plenary Session: ‘Te Iriata’ and the Iliad: On Translating Homer in Māori
Friday 31 January, 9:00-10:00am
Speaker: Associate Professor Simon Perris (Victoria University of
Wellington)
Venue: St David Lecture Theatre
Our Sponsors
ASCS 41 is supported by several generous sponsors, to whom we are very grateful. They
include:
• Australasian Society for Classical Studies
• Australasian Women in Ancient World Studies
• Australian Academy of the Humanities
• Classical Association of Otago
• The University of Otago
- Division of Humanities
- School of Arts
- Continuing Education
• University Book Shop
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This Booklet
This conference booklet contains information you need for navigating your way around ASCS
41 (2020) and the University of Otago the duration of the conference. It also provides some
information and contact details for a variety of services on campus and in town.
The ASCS Executive
The ASCS Executive can assist with any issues relating to ASCS in general. The 2019 officers are:
Tom Stevenson
t.stevenson at uq.edu.au
• President:
lea.beness at mq.edu.au
• Vice-President: Lea Beness
kathryn.welch at sydney.edu.au
• Vice-President: Kathryn Welch
Gina
Salapata
secretary at ascs.org.au
• Hon. Secretary:
bronwen.neil at mq.edu.au
• Hon. Treasurer: Bronwen Neil
The Convenors, Classics at Otago
Your conference convenor is: Dr Daniel Osland, who is assisted by the whole team in the Classics
Programme, Professor Jon Hall, Associate Professor Pat Wheatley, Dr Arlene Allan, Dr
Gwynaeth McIntyre, and Dr Sean McConnell (Head of Programme). We’re all very proud of our
city, our region, and our University: if you have any questions or need urgent assistance, just ask.
The Volunteers
Throughout the conference, if you have any questions or need general assistance, please do not
hesitate to ask our very friendly student volunteers. To be perfectly honest, they probably know
quite a lot more about what’s actually going on around here than we (see above) do. Our dedicated
volunteers can be identified by their distinctive conference t-shirts. Volunteers are permanently
stationed in the St David Lecture Complex at the conference registration table, and volunteers
will be present in the paper sessions throughout the conference to assist with the tech, Q&A, etc.
Programme and Papers
The 2020 programme is quite busy, so we ask for your cooperation with the following. Public
Events: Please be on time to all public events as seating will be at a premium (and the main
entrance is sometimes at the front of the auditorium), especially for the AD Trendall Lecture on
28 January. Paper Sessions: Please keep to time. This is more than a courtesy, it is a matter of
professionalism. We recommend that you bring everything for your presentation in a folder on a
USB drive, and install and test your presentation/media well in advance of your session. Our
student volunteers will be available to assist the session chair and paper givers at all six seminar
rooms. Please remember to switch off your phones during paper sessions and to be considerate
when using phones, cameras, and social media during the conference. Changes to the programme
will be advertised at the conference registration table and also announced at tea times and lunches,
as needed.
Meetings and Meals
Morning and afternoon tea and lunch will be served daily in the St David Complex Atrium. Please
help yourself to the food and drink there, and let catering staff know if you have specific dietary
requirements or concerns. Note that food and drink are not particularly welcome in the Seminar
Rooms.
A Cautionary Word on South Island (Mainland) New Zealand Sun
In the likely event that the sun makes an appearance, however brief, be advised that it will do its
level best to oversaturate you with UV rays. Even those most-welcome North Islanders (aka
Outlying Islanders) may find the Southern Sun’s intensity particularly fierce at times. Please pay
extra attention to the 3 ‘S’ rule – Slip on a shirt, Slop on some sunscreen, and Slap on a hat! Why
not add a fourth S for Sunglasses? Some kiwis prefer to ‘Wrap on the sunglasses’ for reasons that
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150 YEARS OF CLASSICS AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF OTAGO:

Foundation Chair at NZ’s First University
The University of Otago, founded in 1869 by an ordinance of the Otago Provincial Council, is New
Zealand’s oldest university. The new University was given 100,000 acres of pastoral land as an
endowment and authorised to grant degrees in Arts, Medicine, Law and Music. The University opened
in July 1871 with a staff of just three Professors, one to teach Classics and English Language and
Literature, another having responsibility for Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, and the third to
cover Mental and Moral Philosophy and Political Economy. The following year a Professor of Natural
Science joined the staff. With a further endowment provided in 1872, the syllabus was widened and
new lectureships established: lectures in Law started in 1873, and in 1875 courses began in Medicine.
Lectures in Mining were given from 1872, and in 1878 a School of Mines was established.
George Samuel Sale (of Rugby School and then Trinity College, Cambridge) was the first Chair of
Classics, and he remained Professor of Classics until his retirement in 1908. The so-called “professorial
houses” – Sale/Black and Scott/Shand – were built in 1878 to house the professors and their families,
at the corner of St David and Leith Streets. At the time of writing, only the Vice Chancellor still resides
in University supplied housing, in the inspired University Lodge in St Leonard’s. Sale was followed by
Thomas D. Adams, who was appointed in 1917 and held the post until 1948. Adams’s staff included
the prominent art historian A. D. Trendall, who helped to procure a good proportion of the collection
of antiquities now displayed in the Otago Museum. The department’s third professor was Guy Manton,
who held the Chair from 1949 until 1965. Internationally recognized scholars who taught at Otago
during this period include Agathe Thornton (Living universe: gods and men in Virgil’s Aeneid; Maori Oral
Literature as seen by a Classicist), J. R. Hamilton (Plutarch: Alexander, a commentary), J.K. Anderson (Ancient
Greek Horsemanship) and (briefly) A. A. Long. Kenneth Quinn, best known for his work on Catullus
and Virgil, succeeded Manton as Professor of Classics in 1965 before departing in 1969. Richard
Mulgan held the Chair at Otago from 1970-77, a period that saw a healthy expansion of student
numbers in Classical Studies.
John Barsby, internationally renowned for his research on Ovid and Roman comedy, was appointed to
the Chair in 1978, a post that he held until 2002. (His books include Ovid: Amores 1; Bacchides:
Plautus, edited with a commentary; Eunuchus: Terence.) William Dominik was appointed to the Chair
in 2002 and served as Head of Department for eight years. (His books include The Mythic Voice of Statius
and Speech and Rhetoric in Statius’ Thebaid.) Dr Patricia Hannah took over the role as Head between
2010 and 2012. Associate Professor Jon Hall was appointed to the post of Head of Department in 2013
(and was appointed Professor in 2016). William Dominik left the university in 2015 and was appointed
Emeritus Professor in the same year.
In 2019 the Department of Classics became part of the School of Arts and Dr Sean McConnell was
appointed as Head of Programme.
(https://www.otago.ac.nz/classics/study/history-of-department/)
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ASCS 41 SHORT PROGRAMME
Tuesday, 28 January
• 13:30 – 17:00 | Registration
• 17:30 – 18:30 | Opening Reception, Otago Museum, Hutton Theatre
• 18:30 – 19:30 | 22nd A.D. Trendall Lecture: Marian Maguire
Wednesday 29 January
•

09:00 – 10:30 | Session 1

•

10:30 – 11:00 | Morning Tea. Postgraduate Forum

•

11:00 – 12:30 | Session 2

•

12:30 – 13:30 | Lunch. ASCS Executive Committee Meeting

•

13:30 – 15:00 | Session 3

•

15:00 – 15:30 | Afternoon Tea

•

15:30 – 17:00 | Session 4

•

17:00 – 18:00 | Keynote Reception, St David Lecture Complex

•

18:00 – 19:00 | 41st ASCS Keynote Address: Campbell Grey (University of Pennsylvania)

•

19:30 – 21:30 | AWAWS Members Drinks, Ombrello’s

•

20:30 – 22:30 | Postgraduates Drinks, Eureka

Thursday 30 January
•

09:00 – 10:30 | Session 5

•

10:30 – 11:00 | Morning Tea

•

11:00 – 12:30 | Session 6

•

12:30 – 13:30 | Lunch. AWAWS Meeting. Museum Network Meeting

•

13:30 – 15:00 | Session 7

•

15:00 – 15:30 | Afternoon Tea

•

15:30 – 17:00 | AGM

•

18:00 – 20:00 | Conference Dinner, Etrusco at the Savoy

•

from 20:30

| A Celebration of Professor Matthew Trundle (details TBD)

Friday 31 January
•

09:00 – 10:00 | ASCS 41 Plenary Session: Assoc. Prof. Simon Perris (Victoria University of
Wellington), “‘Te Iriata’ and the Iliad: On Translating Homer in Māori”

•

10:00 – 10:30 | Morning Tea

•

10:30 – 12:00 | Session 8

•

12:00 – 13:00 | Lunch. Lunchtime session: Publishing in the Classics, Prof. Ron Ridley

•

13:00 – 14:00 | Workshop sessions

•

14:00 – 14:30 | Afternoon Tea

•

14:30 – 16:00 | Session 9

•

16:00 – 17:00 | OPTIMA Prizegiving, etc.
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THE AUSTRALIAN ACADEMY OF
THE HUMANITIES 22ND A.D.
TRENDALL LECTURE

Otago Museum, Hutton Lecture
Theatre
Tuesday 28 January 2020 from 18:30

Marian Maguire:
!Straying from Myth"
Abstract

I’ve long been intrigued by Greek vase painting and
admired ancient artists for their skill and invention
within tight constraints. I continue to draw on their
work for inspiration.
The creative process is not linear, it involves
sideways leaps. In this lecture I will talk about the
weaving of multiple ideas in my work and the
research and thought processes that sit behind the
images. My central focus will be on the making and
reception of my New Zealand colonial series: The
Odyssey of Captain Cook, The Labours of Herakles
and Titokowaru’s Dilemma. I will also talk about
more recent projects.

‘Athena tires of her shield and spear’
From the 2017 series Goddesses by Marian Maguire

Marian Maguire: Since 1997, Christchurch artist Marian Maguire’s prints and
paintings have frequently referenced Greek vase painting and in Southern Myths (2002)
she set a plotline adapted from the Iliad in New Zealand. Three major narrative series
that engaged with New Zealand colonial history followed: The Odyssey of Captain
Cook (2005) in which Cook’s Endeavour became the vehicle by which the ancient
Greeks collided with resident M!ori; The Labours of Herakles (2008) in which the
archetypal Greek hero is cast as a New Zealand pioneer; Titokowaru’s Dilemma (2011),
in which the action shifts to the Land Wars between M!ori and British Forces in
South Taranaki during the late 1860s.
In 2017, she exhibited two painted fire surrounds: Odysseus and Penelope. Between them,
they tell a reframed version of Homer's Odyssey. Her Goddesses series, also 2017, reimagines the roles of ancient goddesses through a feminist lens.
Maguire graduated from the University of Canterbury in 1984 and in 1986 studied at the Tamarind Institute of
Lithography, Albuquerque, USA. Her work has toured widely throughout New Zealand and also been exhibited in
Australia, the United Kingdom, Germany and Belgium. She is represented in numerous public collections, notably:
Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa; Auckland Art Gallery Toi o T!maki; Christchurch Art Gallery Te
Puna o Waiwhetu; Waikato Museum Te Whare Taonga o Waikato; Puke Ariki, New Plymouth; Sarjeant Gallery,
Whanganui; Massey University; Hocken Collections, University of Otago; Birthplace of Captain Cook Museum,
Middlesborough, UK; British Museum, UK; National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, UK.
!

G!

THE AUSTRALASIAN SOCIETY FOR

CLASSICAL STUDIES 41ST KEYNOTE
ADDRESS

St David Lecture Theatre
Wednesday 29 January from 18:00

‘An Earthquake That Shook the World’: Seismicity
and Society in the Late Fourth Century CE
Abstract
A concentration of late fourth- and early fifth-century sources seem to suggest that a massive earthquake
shook the eastern Mediterranean in the second half of the fourth century CE, precipitating a tsunami that
reached as far as Croatia, Northwestern Greece, Libya, and Egypt. This earthquake is conventionally dated to
the morning of July 21, 365 CE. However, this neat picture of a single, universally-destructive event is open to
question, as too are attempts to explain its impact upon the communities of Crete and the eastern
Mediterranean by recourse to grand claims of religious and political transformation, or predetermined
narratives of widespread societal and economic collapse.
This paper eschews those grand narratives, and instead uses the textual, archaeological, and geological evidence
for seismological activity in the second half of the fourth century to explore late Roman society’s ‘culture of
risk’—its strategies for understanding, mitigating, and exploiting the manifold uncertainties of the physical and
metaphysical world. I will suggest that those strategies must be understood as manifestations of a society
within which risk was normalized. Descriptions of disasters, therefore, are motivated less by a sense of
dislocation or affront at the event itself and more by an impulse to enlist the event in addressing, expressing,
and shaping other societal concerns.
Associate Professor Cam Grey: I’m a social historian, working particularly in the late
and post-Roman world (third through seventh centuries CE). I’ve spent a fair bit of time
studying rural communities in late antiquity: how they worked, what strategies, institutions
and structures they possessed for maintaining equilibrium and managing conflict, and
what they did when things went wrong.
This has led me to consider the social dynamics of disasters in the period: what factors
made particular communities vulnerable or resilient in the face of potentially catastrophic
natural hazards, military incursions, famines, or disease, and how those communities
might have experienced, responded to, and recovered from such events.
These questions are part of a broader exploration of the complex, dialectical relations
between human populations and the environments in which they live, which places the
project of social history in conversation with environmental studies and landscape
archaeology.
During the 2019-20 academic year, having received a fellowship from the ACLS (American Council of Learned
Societies), I will be on leave to write a monograph on the experience of risk and uncertainty in the late Roman
world.
!

"F!

ASCS 41 PLENARY SESSION
St David Lecture Theatre
Friday 31 January 9:00-10:00 am

‘Te Iriata’ and the Iliad: On Translating Homer in Mbori
Abstract
This talk concerns a collaborative and creative research project being undertaken by myself and my colleague Dr
Karena Kelly (Te Kawa a M!ui, Victoria University of Wellington). This nascent project is intended to produce a
translation of (some of) Homer’s Iliad into te reo M!ori – into ‘Te Iriata.’ As far as we know, this is the first-ever
direct translation of a non-biblical ancient Greek text into M!ori.
In this talk, I will introduce the project, describe our working methods, survey some of the challenges Dr Kelly and
I have encountered, and address some of the central methodological, linguistic, and other issues at stake; I will also
share some specific sections of the work to date, and address more broadly the idea of a classical tradition in M!ori
translation.
Associate Professor Simon Perris: Simon’s research concentrates on two main
areas: Greek tragedy, especially Euripides, and the reception of classical literature
in contemporary literature, especially in Aotearoa–New Zealand. His first
book, The Gentle, Jealous God: Reading Euripides’ Bacchae in English (Boomsbury,
2016), was a study of English translations and adaptations of Euripides’
tragedy Bakkhai. Together with Diana Burton and Jeff Tatum, he has also
edited Athens to Aotearoa: Greece and Rome in New Zealand Literature and Society (VUP,
2017).
Simon is writing a major, world-first study of classical influences on M!ori
literature; he is also writing various articles on Greek tragedy, focusing on
interactions between drama and society in ancient Athens.

!
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OFF-SITE EVENING EVENTS
Wednesday 29 January 2020 from 19:30
and
Thursday 30 January 2020 from 20:30
AWAWS Drinks:
The 2020 AWAWS Members Drinks will be held at Ombrellos,
10 Clarendon St, following the 41st ASCS Keynote Address,
from 19:30 onward. If you are a member of AWAWS come and
enjoy some good company and your members’ free drink.
Additional drinks are available for purchase from the bar. New
and renewing members are welcome to sign up at the event.
Non-members are also welcome, with drinks available for
purchase from the bar.
Postgraduates Drinks:
The 2020 ASCS Postgraduates Drinks will be held at Eureka,
116 Albany Street on 29 January from 20:30 onward (following
the 41st ASCS Keynote Address). Postgraduates, please use the
tickets provided in your conference bag to claim your free
drinks. Additional drinks are available for purchase from the
bar.
The ASCS Conference Dinner:
The 2020 ASCS Conference Dinner is an optional event that
members booked at the time of conference registration. This will
take place at Etrusco at the Savoy, an Italian restaurant located
upstairs at 8 Moray Place, just one block south of the Octagon.
Walking time from the St David Lecture Complex is
approximately 15 minutes along George Street. Note that the
AGM is set to end at 17:00 and seating for the Conference
Dinner begins at 18:00.

An ASCS Celebration of Professor Matthew Trundle:
An informal celebratory event will be held in honour of the late
Professor Matthew Trundle, University of Auckland and
formerly of the University of Victoria, Wellington. Matthew was
a pillar of Classics in Australasia, and his untimely passing has
been a shock and a tragedy for our entire community. To
celebrate his life and his enduring contribution to Australasian
Classics, ASCS and the Otago Classics Programme will be
hosting an appropriate event. All conference delegates are
cordially invited to attend. Drinks and pub fare are available for
purchase from the bars.
"

!
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ASCS 41 ABSTRACTS
Pompey’s Eastern Settlements: A Case Study in the Impact of Roman Imperialism
Ryleigh Adams
University of Tasmania
ryleigh.adams at utas.edu.au
During the mid to late Republic, Rome’s reach became so vast that Polybius, a second century BCE Greek
historian, described Rome’s success as “an achievement without parallel in human history”
(Polybius, Histories 1.1). The expansion witnessed by Polybius was only the beginning. By 44 BCE, Rome’s
empire was politically, economically, and socially diverse, and faced increasing internal and external pressure
to manage the provinces effectively. Despite the significant impact of Rome’s expansion on provincial
populations, political and social tensions and infamous rivalries between ambitious individuals have held
the attention of modern historians. As a result, modern scholarship focuses largely on events in Rome.
Uncovering the wider impact of Roman provincial management requires looking beyond the Romanocentric narrative. Using Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus’ eastern settlements as a case study, I build on the work
of Lintott (1993), Sherwin-White (1994), and Goldsworthy (2016) to examine the consequences of the
settlements from a non-Roman perspective and consider in detail the economic, political, and social
ramifications of Roman imperial expansion and provincial management. I also demonstrate that examining
the consequences of Pompey’s settlements is valuable for our future studies about non-Romans and the
effects of imperialism more broadly.
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The Library at Timgad (Thamugadi)
Michael Affleck
University of New England
drmaf17 at gmail.com
Timgad (Thamugadi) is a Roman city in north-eastern Algeria. It was founded by Trajan around 100 AD
and lasted until the Arab conquest in the 8th century. Its remains include an arch, a theatre and basilica but
it wasn’t until excavations in 1901 that a building first identified as a shrine then a schola was discovered.
However, the discovery of a inscription in 1905 positively identified it as a library, It was likely erected in
the 4th century by a wealthy citizen and so far is the only Roman library discovered in North Africa. Along
with the Library of Celsus in Ephesus, it remains one of the best-preserved libraries in the Roman world. I
will be looking at the library, its features, its similarities and differences to other Roman libraries, as well as
how it may have functioned. I will also be looking briefly at occurrences of wealthy patrons endowing
libraries throughout the Roman world.
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Stage of Opportunity: Euripides’ Helen as a case study to examine the staging opportunities in an
amphitheatre
Jessica Alexander-Lillicrap
University of Newcastle
jessica.alexander-lillicrap at uon.edu.au
There is no means of telling exactly how a tragedy would have been performed on the classical Athenian
stage. We have evidence of the texts, the stage shape, and that the plays were performed beneath an open
sky. Stagecraft has been extensively discussed since Taplin’s publication of The stagecraft of Aeschylus. More
recently C.W. Marshall has published a theoretical work including a discussion on staging Euripides Helen [1],
continuing interest has led to the publication of Svarlien’s translation of Helen [2], and the performance of
Diane Rayor’s translation of the same play (so far unpublished). Both of these translators have worked
alongside theatre practitioners to create stage-worthy translations. But there is room for more practice-based
research.
My research project has been translating Euripides for the stage, including workshops with actors to
improve the translation and explore the staging of Iphigenia among the Taurians and Helen. This follows on from
similar research in solving the problems of translating specifically for theatre [3]. By workshopping the texts
with actors in a similarly shaped stage space we were able to illuminate some of the opportunities in the text
for staging and characterisation. This paper will focus on the effect that the presence in Helen of Proteus’s
tomb on the stage had on staging choices. The actors were challenged with the obstruction of movement,
however the process has shown actors can use the tomb to vary the levels of their performance, and use the
obstruction in dialogue to express trust, relationships and power.
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Proclus’ Recent God and the Eucharist in Early Christian Thinkers
Eva Anagnostou-Laoutides
Macquarie University
eva.anagnostou-laoutides at mq.edu.au
The paper investigates the reception of Platonic and neoplatonic ideas about wine and its influence on the
intellect in early Christian thinkers who strove to articulate the meaning and importance of the eucharist
(Norris 2004: 40-41; Lampe 2003: 260-284). Proclus’ influence on Christian theology, mainly through psDionysius’ ability to dress Proclean metaphysics “in Christian draperies,” is well-established in scholarship
(Struck 2004: 257). Here, however, I argue that ps.-Dionysius’ understanding of the eucharist in Proclean
terms, infused with Plotinus’ image of the intellect as being “drunk with nectar” (Enn.VI7.35), presupposes
a deeper engagement with pagan philosophical traditions.
I start with a review of Socrates’ profile as a drinker in the Symposium; the return to Plato is necessary
because both the Jewish traditions that were absorbed in the New Testament (Bacchiocchi 2001: 63-87) and
the then popular Stoic attitudes to wine consumption (SVF I.229 and III.237) rejected the use of wine as a
means of achieving spiritual growth. On the contrary, the Socratic way of drinking with its anagogic character
echoes the Christian eucharistic tradition that aims to commemorate the divine passion and achieve a
communion with God (De Andia 2005: 38-53). In my view, ps.-Dionysus’ appreciation of Platonic inebriation
was mediated by Clement of Alexandria, who belongs to the same intellectual milieu as Plotinus and
Iamblichus. Accordingly, the Christian doctrine of the eucharist reflects the intellectual exchanges of pagans
and Christians from the second to the fourth century CE.
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To “bee” or not to “bee”: Innovation in Early Christian Imagery
Sonia-Ingrid Anderson
sianderson1926 at gmail.com
Early Christians celebrated their rituals inside basilicas and churches, making use of the spaces defined by the
nave and apses. Images located here framed individual Christian experience, shaping the legacy of early
congregations through their meaningful selection and careful use of inscriptions. These choices introduced a
new pictorial language, while still demonstrably remaining anchored in the past. Further, despite new religious
practices that saw the audience for religious art shift to the inside of buildings, a reversal of Greco-Roman
patterns of worship, the motivation behind the use of imagery remained identical.
This paper considers how a few Early Christian images acquired new meaning through a change in context,
whilst borrowing from long established pictorial traditions. The agency of patrons, ecclesiastical authorities
and the community cannot be overlooked, as these groups made deliberate choices in selecting what to depict.
In doing so, they contributed to establish a new narrative that spoke to local Christians. Success, in these
cases, was measured in the reception of these images by the congregation, building a new familiar
iconography, in North Africa.
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Servants of the servants of God: service as religious metaphor and social reality in the letters of
Gregory the Great
Lisa Bailey
University of Auckland
lk.bailey at auckland.ac.nz
As far as we know, Gregory the Great was the first bishop of Rome to style himself ‘servant of the servants
of God’ in his correspondence. In doing so, he was drawing on a long tradition of using service as a metaphor
to describe appropriate religious leadership and piety. However, his letters also reveal a church filled with
servi, whose service to religion was neither metaphorical nor chosen, and upon whom both religious
institutions and individuals were utterly dependent. This paper explores the conjunction and disjunction
between the rhetoric of service as a religious ideal in Gregory’s correspondence, and the reality of service
which his letters indirectly reveal. It builds on the work on slavery in early Christian thought recently done
by Chris de Wet and Marianne Bjelland Kartzow, but connects this far more firmly to social structures and
their shaping of religious ideas. It also extends and complicates Adam Serfass’ provocative study of slavery
in Gregory’s writings. The paper argues that both the rhetoric and reality of service shaped each other, and
that service thereby became a determinative model of behaviour in late antique and early medieval
Christianity. Gregory’s letters are therefore a useful case-study through which to explore an important issue
in the development of the church as a socially embedded institution.
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Performing Grief: Mourning does indeed Become Electra
Anastasia Bakogianni
Massey University
a.bakogianni at massey.ac.nz
Electra is Greek tragedy’s mourner par excellence. In modern times she has become a symbol of grief, capturing
the audience’s imagination with her powerful multi-sensory spectacle of mourning. This paper offers an
analysis of how Modern Greece’s claim to a ‘special relationship’ with classical Greece affected the portrayal
of Electra’s grief. It engages with recent scholarship on ancient emotions and reflects on what performance
reception can add to debates in this vibrant research area. My case studies cover two main approaches to
staging Electra’s grief in the twentieth century, beginning with Dimitris Rondiris’ landmark staging of
Sophocles’ play (1938) for the National Theatre of Greece and its many revivals. My analysis continues with
Lydia Koniordou’s production, which focused on female emotion and the performance of ritual (NT, 1996),
and finally Dimitris Maurikios’ ‘hysterical’ Electra (NT, 1998).
Electra is a transgressive character precisely because she mourns too intensely and for too long, as the chorus
in Sophocles’ Electra repeatedly point out at the beginning of the play. Sophocles’ tragic heroine has become
trapped in a liminal space and both her mind and body are adversely affected by her excessive mourning. But
so enthralling is the portrayal of her grief that it has become the most prominent strand of the tragic heroine’s
reception. This paper investigates these three Modern Greek examples of Sophocles’ Electra in performance
as a means of unpicking two very different approaches to the portrayal of ‘tragic’ grief on the modern stage
by comparing them to Sophocles’ source text.
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Eunapius’ Use of Homer: Allusion and Authority in his Lives of Philosophers and Sophists
Han Baltussen
University of Adelaide
han.baltussen at adelaide.edu.au
This paper aims to clarify the use of Homeric allusions in Eunapius of Sardes’ Lives of Philosophers and Sophists.
The presence of such allusions has been noted by Wright (1921 Loeb) and Penella (1990) in passing, but their
significance is often underplayed or not given much attention, even in more recent scholarship (Becker 2013,
Goulet 2014).The new genre of edifying Christian lives, initiated by Athanasius’ Life of Anthony (350 CE), was
intended to strengthen the faith of Christian monks in Egypt and the East, but it also began to play a role in
competing for new believers in the ‘market of religious beliefs’. Once we ask the question why Eunapius
would be using so many Homeric intertextual references and allusions in the 390s CE, and collect all the
evidence, the need for an explanation imposes itself. I am building a case for reading the work as a ‘pagan
counter-narrative’ to Christian hagiography, and will here argue that the many allusions to Homer are not just
a marker for his education, but also clues to establishing that the author aims to (1) add authority and lustre
to his accounts and (2) to boost the status of his Hellenic heroes at a time when Christianity was clearly
gaining ground.
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Scipio Aemilianus at Numantia
Jonathan Barlow
University of Melbourne
jbarlow at trinity.unimelb.edu.au
The ruthlessness of the Roman war machine and its capacity for cruelty is beyond dispute. The Numantine
campaign, 134-133 B.C., led by Scipio Aemilianus is an example of this. Surrounded and cut off from supplies,
the Numantines starved as their appeal to humanity was rejected. Their city was razed to the ground.
Comments critical about Scipio’s strategy in Appian were derived most likely, via Posidonius, from P. Rutilius
Rufus, who, in the judgement of Strasburger and Tweedie, was a critic of Roman imperial policy and a
champion of “super-national humanity”.
The aim of this paper is not to contest the criticism of Scipio but instead to argue that Scipio was encouraged
by an imperial ideology which dehumanised the enemy by insisting on intrinsic human rationality as the
prerequisite for humane treatment (Erskine). Like Rutilius Rufus, Scipio was schooled in Stoic philosophy,
but it was a version tailored to imperial legitimisation by his mentor Panaetius of Rhodes. There were doctrinal
differences among Roman aristocrats influenced by Stoicism. Scipio controlled the ideology of the moral
imperative in operation at Numantia but not the public relations.
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Deface the Philosopher: Lucian’s Contribution to the Cynic Tradition
John Blackler
University of Otago
thejohnty at hotmail.com
Lucian’s place within the Cynic tradition is perplexing. While Lucian was not a self-proclaimed Cynic, nor
even a philosopher, Cynic figures and themes appear in his works with remarkable regularity. As such, it
seems his interest was more than merely cursory and provokes further inquiry. Despite the lack of evidence
regarding Lucian himself, scholars have not shied away from attempting to explain his relationship to
Cynicism. The most recent focus is concerned with the possibility of casting Lucian in the role of “literary
Cynic” (Desmond, 2008, 61), in order to study him alongside what remains of other prominent Cynic literary
innovators such as Bion and Menippus, in whom he found an “appropriate vehicle for his literary endeavour”
(Bosman, 2012, 794-5). This endeavour, I argue, is Lucian’s contribution to the Cynic project of defacing the
currency. Initiated by the famous Diogenes of Sinope, this project sought to reject the commonplace values
of society as morally inadequate. Indeed, the Cynics argued that these socially-constructed norms led the
individual to a state of τῦφος, literally “smoke” or “vapour,” but used by the Cynics to denote a state of
mental confusion, pretentiousness, and imposture. This paper seeks to demonstrate that it is through the
principal Cynic theme of τῦφος that we can see Lucian communicating what he views as the falsity of
philosophers of his time – not least of all, the Cynics themselves.
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The Colonate – not just for Coloni
Jason Blockley
University of Sydney
jblo3151 at uni.sydney.edu.au
The Colonate is reputed by standard Late Antique historiography to be a repressive and transformative
institution which, over the course of a century and a half, gradually subjected coloni, a class of free tenant
farmers, to a serf-like status. Purportedly, this was achieved, in part, by a legislative programme that directly
targeted coloni. The term colonus however is multifaceted and often ambiguous when used in a legal context
(and often in literary contexts also). Both Augustine and Isidore of Seville provided a broad set of
classifications for colonus, defining it as a tenant, a peasant freeholder (i.e. someone who owned their own
fields), or a colonist. This paper addresses problems that the failure of Late Antique legal drafters to
disambiguate colonus creates for the colonate model. Namely, proponents of the colonate tend to consider
that the colonate affected tenant coloni only, or even subsets of tenants. This paper will analyse a set of
important Late Antique statutes to offer alternate readings that suggest that many of the restrictions heaped
on coloni were intended for all peasant farmers, not just tenants. The net result being that the entire host of
provincial peasants, whether tenants or freeholders, had their personal and property rights curtailed by the
empire, thereby redefining the scope, and perhaps purpose, of the colonate as a whole.
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Appius Claudius Caecus and Pythagoreanism
Dougal Blyth
University of Auckland
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It is a common story in French and Italian scholarship that the Roman political class en masse became
Pythagorean in the late fourth century BC. Even Gabba (1990,.56) states, ‘Pythagoreanism represented for
some time the official culture of the Roman elite’. The case appeals to (i) the erection of a statue of Pythagoras
in the Roman forum at this time (Ferrero, 1955, 139-40; Humm, 2005, 542-3), (ii) reported myths that
Pythagoras taught king Numa, and that he was given Roman citizenship, (iii) the adoption among the Aemilii
and Pinarii of the cognomen Mamercus, reported as the name of either Pythagoras’ son or one of Numa’s,
and (iv) the figure of Appius Claudius Caecus. Appius’ poetic remains, following Cicero Tusc. 4.4, have been
treated as all (Ferrero, 1955, 168-72) or partially (Humm, 2005, 528-38) exemplifying Pythagoreanism (contra,
Stoessl, 1979), and Appius’ and associates’ political actions (esp. Gnaeus Flavius’ reported miniature temple
to Concord) as motivated by such ideas (Humm, 2005, 564-87). I will argue on the contrary that the first
three factors have exclusively political significance and do not imply awareness of Pythagorean ideas or
practices; and regarding Appius Claudius, by analysis of Tusc. 4.3-4, both that Cicero’s historical argument for
early Roman Pythagoreanism is overall logically confused and unreliable, and in particular that Appius’
surviving fragments do not appear Pythagorean, while closer inspection of the evidence undermines the case
for a Pythagorean origin of the political value of concordia (homonoia).
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Inter-civic boundary disputes under Roman rule: Perspective from Linked Ecologies
Pawel Borowski
University of St Andrews
pb86 at st-andrews.ac.uk
This paper discusses inter-communal boundary disputes under Roman rule to reinterpret western civic
communities as social actors. It assesses the ubiquity, effectiveness and protractedness of litigation for
territory in the 1st–2nd c. CE, and explores its ramifications for the constitution of ciuitates as social entities
with their own agency. I argue that the adjudication of disputes by governors created a sphere of routine
interactions between the government and ciuitates, which shaped not just their boundaries, but also sociopolitical organisation. This study supports the idea of homeomorphism of local polities under Roman rule
(Ando 2016) which were prompted to act as ciuitates, regardless of their pre-Roman notions of territoriality
or civic tradition. I propose that inter-civic competition and the development of long-lasting relationships
between communities and Roman officials, as manifested in boundary disputes, underscores the agency of
ciuitates, which are too often reductively considered in modern scholarship as reified administrative or legal
units, or as passive subjects of Roman power (Edmondson 2006).
This paper is based on three case studies from Moesia Inferior, Sardinia and Gaul, and on an epigraphic
dossier consisting of over 100 instances of litigation for territory, which scholars have analysed as evidence
for administrative procedures and authoritative regulations in the Empire. My study builds upon this work
by situating the material within an analytical framework of linked ecologies and processualism (Abbott 2016).
It emphasises that ciuitates were constituted as social entities through continuous interactions and fluid
alliances with each other and with the Roman government.
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Scholarly Interaction and the Erroneous Authentication of the Sheikh Ibada Fakes
Richard Bott
Macquarie University
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When attempting to reconstruct the past, the validity of the already limited available evidence is of the utmost
importance. In spite of this, art historical and archaeological scholarship has repeatedly been infiltrated and
corrupted by fake antiquities erroneously authenticated by experts. The case of the Sheikh Ibada fakes well
demonstrates this phenomenon. From the late 1950s until the late 1970s, a steady stream of purportedly
‘Coptic’ sculptures, the vast majority of which were said to come from Sheikh Ibada, appeared on the global
antiquities market. These sculptures were widely accepted as authentic by museums, collectors, and scholars,
becoming influential works within the study of Late Antique Egyptian Art. Although these pieces are now
widely considered fakes, there has been little to no discussion about the events which ultimately led to the
mistaken acceptance of their authenticity. This paper explores the flawed processes employed by those who
published the fakes that led to their spurious authentication. It will be demonstrated that the mechanics which
guided these interactions were fundamentally flawed, with limited routine suspicion or independent
assessments of authenticity.
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The Location of Homeric Thryoessa
Graeme Bourke
University of New England
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In Nestor’s narration (Iliad 11.670-761) of a conflict between the Pylians and Epeians, the Epeians march
against a polis called Thryoessa, situated on the Alpheios River, at ‘the extremity of sandy Pylos.’ The Pylian
forces then march northwards and defeat the Epeians, driving them deep into their own territory. Strabo
(8.3.24, 29) locates Thryoessa at the site of Epitalion, just a few kilometres to the south of the Alpheios River
and not far from its mouth. Bölte (1934, 327-8), however, on the basis of certain perceived topographical
difficulties raised by the relevant Homeric passage, rejects this location, preferring to place Thryoessa at the
site of the modern village of Strefi, some kilometres to the north of the Alpheios and a considerable distance
inland. Although scholars have tended to concur, a closer scrutiny of Bölte’s arguments, combined with a
consideration of both archaeological evidence which has come to light since he wrote (Eder 2011, 106-11)
and more recent approaches to understanding the Homeric text (Alden 2000, 1-47, 74-6, 88-101), reveals that
we need to reassess his conclusions.
References:
1. F. Bölte, ‘Ein pylisches Epos’, RhM 83 (1934) 319-47
2. B. Eder, ‘Zur historischen Geographie Triphyliens in mykenischer Zeit’, in F. Blakolmer et al. (eds.),
Österreichische Forschungen zur Ägäischen Bronzezeit 2009: akten der Tagung vom 6. Bis 7. März 2009 am Fachbereich
Altertumswissenschaften der Universität Salzburg (Wien 2011) 105-17
3. M. Alden, Homer Beside Himself: Para-Narratives in the Iliad (Oxford 2000)
The Legacy and Reception of Epameinondas from Antiquity to Today
Kara Braithwaite-Westoby
University of Otago
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Between 375 and 362 B.C. the Theban general, Epameinondas dominated the course of history for practically
all of mainland Greece. Though his pre-eminence would endure throughout antiquity, by the Middle Ages
we find only a handful of references. However, with the surge of classical studies in the early modern period,
it was almost inevitable that the subject of the great Theban would once again be of interest. We therefore
find works from various places and in a variety of formats (including paintings, poems and plays) on
Epameinondas appearing in western Europe from the Renaissance before reaching a high point in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. While the general would remain a topic of interest for many scholars
throughout the twentieth century and beyond (e.g. Fortina 1958; Cawkwell 1972; Frakes 2017), his name
would all but disappear from popular culture and is today largely unknown. The purpose of this paper is to
examine how Epameinondas has been received and interpreted throughout history from his death at the
Battle of Mantinea (362 B.C.) to the present day in order to establish and account for his relative popularity
or obscurity throughout history.
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Territory and control in the pre-Christian religions of Medieval Scandinavia and Ancient Greece
Manu Braithwaite-Westoby
University of Sydney
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In Norse myth, the gods (and men) live in Ásgarðr (Asgard), one of the nine worlds. Ásgarðr is an exclusive
zone; the other creatures, such as giants, elves and dwarfs, are not allowed to dwell there, try as they might.
The presentation of the abode of the gods in Norse myth betrays a certain anxiety about the need to acquire
and control territory. Land that is not put to some sort of agricultural or utilitarian use is frequently portrayed
as valueless or even dangerous. The gods of Greek myth are similar in that they live in an exclusive space, on
the slopes of Mount Olympus, and display a similar preoccupation with concepts of the appropriation of
territory. This can be seen in the conflict between the Olympians and the Titans and the forces of chaos,
which secured the Olympians’ dominance of Mount Olympus over their rivals. In this paper it will be
proposed that both ‘religions’ contain aspects of an innate need to assert control over rival groups through
descriptions of the creation and use of space. To support this claim reference shall be made to two of the
principal works on Norse and Greek myth: the anonymous Poetic Edda and Hesiod’s Works and Days.
Historical circumstances that help to explain or nuance the mythological concepts will also be invoked where
relevant.
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Transience and the Meadow of Hippolytus: Perspectives from Cognitive Linguistics
Chloe Bray
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Discussions of Euripides’ Hippolytus often surround the problematic character of its tragic hero. In his
rejection of Aphrodite, Hippolytus has been identified as sexually repressed, antisocial, and inappropriately
obsessed with moral purity. Such analyses frequently draw on the meadow of Artemis, which Hippolytus
describes at length in his first appearance (73-87), as a symbol of these problems. However, a closer look at
the meadow in the collective imagination of fifth-century Athenians suggests that more prominent themes of
transience and unpredictability are at work in the Hippolytus.
Taking approaches from cognitive linguistics, such as Fillmore’s (1982) frame semantics and Fauconnier and
Turner’s (2002) blending theory, I show that even brief references to a meadow carry a wealth of detailed
associations drawn from epic and lyric poetry. The network of these associations includes a conventional
theme of transience and instability in human affairs, where the virgin occupant of the meadow is consistently
cast as the helpless victim of the violent force of erōs. This conventional role suggests that the audience might
have perceived Hippolytus’ mistakes as forgivable, and found his downfall more pitiable than previous
analyses would suggest. Attempts to read the tragedy in terms of transgression and punishment therefore
miss the point: through the unsettling image of the meadow, the Hippolytus presents mortal life as
unpredictable, and the gods as cruel and unintelligible. The recognition of this theme offers new readings of
the characters of Hippolytus and Phaedra, and contributes to complex workings of aidōs and sophrosune in the
play.
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Naughty Nero: Sexual Depravity in Context in Suetonius’ Life of Nero
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This paper will analyse Nero’s sexual depravities within the wider structural context of Suetonius’ Life of Nero.
Typically, Suetonius’ description of Nero’s sexual vices (28-29) is studied in comparison with Tacitus and
Cassius Dio to extract specific factual details about Nero’s life. This fails to account for the biographical
purpose of Suetonius: the sexual deviancy in a Life is intended to demonstrate the character and reputation
of an emperor. Placing Nero’s sexual crimes within the wider context of Suetonius’ Lives and their structure
demonstrates why Suetonius included such salacious material. Though Krenkel (1980) Barton (1994) and
Chong-Gossard (2010) touch on this, as of yet there has been no in-depth study of Nero’s depravities and
their structural purpose within the Lives. Suetonius’ list of Nero’s sexual crimes includes ‘seduction’, rapes,
incest, twisted faux marriages to boys, and even a perverted game where he would attack the genitals of
people tied to stakes. I will look at these specific vices, demonstrating their similarities to other vices that
appear throughout all of the Lives. I will also consider their placement in the overall structure of the Life of
Nero to establish Suetonius’ narrative intention. Ultimately, I will suggest that these passages on sexual
deviancy are intended to reinforce Nero’s representation as a stock tyrannical figure, in line with Suetonius’
overall aim in the Life of Nero.
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‘A goddess we honour and respect’: Thetis and other gods in Greek art
Diana Burton
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Thetis in art is largely defined by her relationship with her husband Peleus and, more importantly, her son
Achilles; she rarely appears undertaking any action unrelated to them. As a consequence, she tends to be seen
as a secondary figure in art, characterised by Peleus’ control of her on the one hand, and her affectionate
support for Achilles on the other (e.g. Volkommer 1997, 14). This sits oddly against literary sources, in which
her power and independence are more pronounced (Slatkin 1991). In this paper, I consider a series of vases
depicting Thetis’ wedding, which, even within the framework of her relationships with her husband and son,
emphasise Thetis’ status and power as a goddess through her relationships with other divinities. In particular,
I focus on Dionysos and on Apollo, whose presence at Thetis’ wedding is problematic in literary sources
(Hadjicosti 2006).
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The Militarized Geography of Assassin’s Creed’s Greece
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In the early 21st century, video games represent a significant avenue by which information about the classical
world is conveyed to and received by non-specialists (Chapman 2016). This paper focuses on two kinds of
information about classical Greece that appear in Assassin’s Creed Odyssey (Ubisoft 2018) and their interaction:
geography and warfare. The most significant interaction that players of Assassin’s Creed Odyssey have while
playing the game is with the geography of ancient Greece. Over the course of pursuing the central quests,
various side quests, and hunting for and completing various achievements, they will spend many hours
running, riding, climbing and sailing over a highly-detailed open-world representation of the ancient Greek
landscape. This paper examines how the choices made by the game’s creators of which landscapes to
represent and how to represent them are shaped by the narrative arc that the main plot traces through the
Peloponnesian War and by the militarised built environment that stretches over the imagined “natural”
geography. I draw on theoretical approaches to lived and experienced space (Tilly 1994, de Soja 1996) and
argue that the game’s vision of a classical Greek world at war between Athens and Sparta and the gameplay
expectations of the Assassin’s Creed franchise combine to produce a narrow modern view of “Greece” as a
geographical space and of the Greek warfare that dominates that space.
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Brando and Burton: How Mark Antony can make or break a film
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Whether we study the ancient evidence, the works of Shakespeare, or contemporary popular culture, there
are few ancient figures who are as familiar to audiences as Julius Caesar and Mark Antony. In some respects,
surprisingly, Antony has the edge. This paper will investigate the various ways he is portrayed on screen, and
demonstrate how a convincing Antony can make or break a film. Two depictions hold a particularly
prominent position: Marlon Brando in Julius Caesar (1953) and Richard Burton in Cleopatra (1963).
Antony’s on-screen persona can take many forms. He is Caesar’s influential right-hand man, the young
Caesar’s political adversary, and Cleopatra’s lover. This versatility is largely due to the ancient authors’
treatment of Antony that emphasises both vice and virtue. Modern authors and film-makers perpetuate and
extend this established tradition. As is often the case, they sometimes reflect the opinions of ancient accounts,
sometimes are influenced by one or the other of Shakespeare’s plays (Julius Caesar 1599 and Antony and
Cleopatra 1607), but mostly are affected by their own respective contemporary contexts.
An on-screen Antony is rarely a complete image. More commonly, he portrays a particular version or aspect.
The contrasting images of Mark Antony as depicted by Marlon Brando and Richard Burton allow a platform
for understanding how ancient and contemporary influences react to each other. In assessing these and other
conflicting portrayals, this paper demonstrates how and why images of Antony can be used for present
purposes.
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Emperors as heirs in Suetonius’ Lives: how (not) to accept an inheritance
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University of Adelaide
emily.chambers at adelaide.edu.au
In this paper I argue that Suetonius’ accounts of emperors as heirs and legatees have been unfairly compared
to Tacitus’ reports, judging Suetonius against Tacitus as a historian, as though they had similar aims in mind.
As a result, Suetonius’ version has been dismissed as a “very unsatisfactory source”, to be rejected as
“unhistorical” and “fabricated by a hostile tradition” (Rogers 1947, 158). Instead, I suggest that Suetonius’
biographical lens can enrich our understanding of Roman socio-cultural history. To appreciate the value of
Suetonius, we need to ask the right questions of his work. While acknowledging that Tacitus offers more of
a historian’s history (with a traditional year-by-year account at its core), we can still use Suetonius for his
valuable information on the reputation of an emperor, and how this reputation affected a Roman’s decision
to include (or not include) the emperor in their will. I will use three cases to demonstrate the benefit of
reading Suetonius for his observations on attitudes and values, rather than for his historical accuracy. Along
the way I will show that R.S. Rogers 1947 (still cited by Champlin 1992, Rutledge 2002, etc.) offers a flawed
hypothesis on emperors as legatees (e.g. proposing a “well-defined policy” observed by Roman emperors,
157), even if there is much of value in the paper. Rogers’ rejection of evidence from Suetonius leads him to
a dubious claim: that, when it came to accepting inheritances from wills, emperors like Tiberius and Domitian
were ‘good’ emperors after all.
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An Analysis of Household Activities in Houses from Late Period and Ptolemaic Egypt
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There were several types of household activities in the ancient world, including those for daily life and those
that could have extended outside the household. The houses with the latter have been called dual-functioning
structures by archaeologists. My own larger project on domestic architecture from Late Period and Ptolemaic
Egypt (c. 664-32 BCE) examines the evidence collected from archaeologically attested domestic structures
that have been excavated in the Nile Delta, Fayum, Sinai, and Upper Egypt. It should be noted that there are
papyrological references to dual-functioning structures, though the textual dataset will not be covered here.
Rather in this case I will concentrate on materiality and household archaeology.
Using these frameworks, this paper examines what activities were taking place in these dual-functioning
houses, both daily activities and commercial endeavours. I suggest that the residents of the domestic structure
were engaged in commercial ventures that reached beyond the house. The analysis of commercial activities
in a domestic space also considers the location of these activities within the domestic structures, their scale,
and their potential impact within the surrounding settlement.
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Trevet’s Thyestes: mythology and backstory in a 14th-century interpretation of Seneca’s tragedy
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In 1314 Nicholas Trevet was commissioned to write commentaries on Seneca’s tragedies. This paper
evaluates Trevet’s ‘reading’ of Seneca’s Thyestes by comparing his line-by-line commentary (Franceschini 1938)
with that of modern commentators (e.g. Boyle 2017) with a particular focus on mythical backstories. E.g.,
Trevet explains that Tantalus (who rises from hell in Act I) fed his son Pelops to the gods not out of evil
intent, but because he was accustomed to entertaining the gods, and on one occasion had no food on hand
to feed them. Trevet says that Tantalus was punished not only for this, but also because he was the secretarius
of the gods and revealed their counsels. With these lesser known backstories, Trevet provides a context for
the role’s diffident and reluctant behaviour, instead of the malevolence that a reader might have expected.
Furthermore, Trevet identifies the ‘rage of the ancestors’ (rabies parentum, 28), which the Fury wishes upon
Tantalus’ family, not as a reference to Atreus’ and Thyestes’ ancestors (as Boyle identifies), but rather to the
daughters of Cadmus who were driven mad to kill their own sons. Trevet is unique in interpreting this line
as evoking an archetypal murderous madness which is not linked to the family of Tantalus. Evaluating
Trevet’s different interpretation of Seneca’s plays is instructive, not because Trevet is wrong, but because his
commentary is a window into how the play was read at a specific point in time, in the very first commentary
on the plays to survive to us.
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The places of the dead: spaces and words on the epitaphs of children in the Roman world
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Academic studies related to death in the Roman world have focused on the impact on the family as well as
on cataloguing sepulchral inscriptions (Carroll 2018). And yet we can still ask: is it possible to assess emotion
with respect to the funerals of dead children in the Roman world? Epitaphs allow us to know the place of
burial and the occupant of the grave. They fostered respect for the deceased and maintained their memory,
as well as forming part of their passage in eternity. However, the sense of feeling for the loss does not always
find the same attention as studies stay within the historical and epigraphic context. Frustration, pain and
emotion have remained as mere expressions and they have rarely been contextualized by the death of children,
by focusing on the understanding of grief and mourning (Mustakallio 2013; Hope 2017), or by the “emotion”
on children’s remains and burial contexts (Bourbou 2013: 332).
Through a hermeneutical study of epitaphs, this study seeks to understand how the Romans felt when they
lost a child (Golden 1988). The problem and the question will start with Wittgenstein’s language-game
proposal, whereby words construct a world of meanings. This research will allow us to understand the Roman
world, the meaning of death, and a different look at memory.
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The Elephants of Petra and their role in Nabataean Kingdom
Paolo Cimadomo
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During the 1st century CE, the Nabataean Kingdom reached its acme, becoming one of the most powerful
and influent realms in the Eastern Mediterranean. Petra, the capital city of the Nabataeans, was involved in
an extensive building programme that led to the erection of a number of peculiar structures. One of them,
the so called ‘Lower Temenos’ of the Great Temple, has a very strange feature (Joukowsky 2017, pp. 134147). In fact, each column is crowned by a capital with four heads of Asian elephants. Each figure is different
from the other, each has its own expression. The adoption of this type of decoration is intriguing because it
seems to be restricted to the period between the 1st century BCE and the 1st century CE. Furthermore, it
does not appear in other Mediterranean contexts except for one capital stored at the Vatican Museums and
probably found in Egypt (von Mercklin 1962, p. 25 n° 468).
The Nabataeans certainly knew elephants, but there is no evidence of them in Petra. Nonetheless, the
sculptors seem to be very familiar with the real animals. Did they come from another region? Why did the
Petraeans choose this symbol on their capitals? In this paper, I will try to find some answers by analysing the
relationship between the Nabataeans and other regions, along with the influence that commercial and cultural
exchanges had in Petra.
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Lucius Memmius feeds the crocodiles: Religious belief in the imperial discourse
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In 112 BCE, preparations were apparently underway for the arrival of a Roman senator, Lucius Memmius,
in the Fayum region of Ptolemaic Egypt. Part of this planning was described on a letter (P.Tebt. 1.33) to
various officials in the region, fortuitously preserved in the Menches papers from Kerkeosiris. This document
has been frequently reproduced (e.g., Bagnall and Derow 2004, nr. 69) but usually on the terms proposed by
the original editors, Grenfell and Hunt, namely that Memmius was a “tourist” seeing the sights. In this paper,
I re-examine the references within the text itself, especially concerning Memmius’ itinerary. Rather than a
tourist inspecting local curiosities—watching crocodiles, poking around the ruins of the “Labyrinth”—I argue
that Memmius was engaged in explicitly religious behavior in an Egyptian context, a point likely understood
by those sending and receiving the letter in question. The tendency to see Memmius’ theoria through the
Ptolemaic Fayum as stops on a Grand Tour may indicate more about early 20th century attitudes towards
imperial administration than about Memmius and the 2nd century BCE.
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Somnus’ selfies and Juno the ingenue: extreme ekphrasis in Statius Thebaid 10
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Ekphrasis in Graeco-Roman epic continues to be the focus of extensive and innovative research (Lovatt
2013, Faber 2018), a good deal of it centred on Flavian epic (Harrison 2013), including Statius’ Thebaid.
However, two of the most remarkable instances in this or any epic have been curiously neglected: the
depiction of the youthful Juno on the peplos that the Argive women offer to that goddess (10.56-64) and the
artistic ekphraseis within the scenic ekphrasis of the House of Sleep 10.100-106). This paper will explore the
intertextual and intratextual implications of these ekphraseis individually and as a pair, before looking at their
self-conscious extension of the very idea of ekphrasis.
Both ekphraseis supply images left undescribed in their epic models, the peplos offered to Athena in Iliad 6,
and the decorations of the House of Sleep in Met. 11. By including images of Juno and Somnus juxtaposed
with narrative depictions of those gods, Statius blurs the boundary between representational levels, offering
a mise-en-abîme of his own narrative that dramatizes the acts of tendentious creation and interpretative viewing.
In particular, the ekphraseis within an ekphrasis where Vulcan’s images of Somnus with various other gods
are embedded in an ekphrastic description of his palace go beyond Virgil’s Aeneas seeing himself on the
Carthaginian frieze or Silius’ Hannibal appearing on his own shield to take this Bauform to—and perhaps
beyond—its limits.
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Reading ‘Crisis’ and Response in the Conflict of the Orders
James Crooks
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The problematic nature of the sources for early Republican Rome – and in particular the fifth century BC –
have been well documented. Even among scholars with extensive understanding of the development of the
historiographical tradition, disagreement abounds on the level of confidence one ought to have in the
surviving accounts. This is particularly true of the ‘Conflict of the Orders’, the so-called struggle between the
Patricians and Plebeians which defines much of the fifth and fourth centuries in the surviving historical
tradition.(1) A potential solution for some of these disagreements might arise from an increase in scope.
Rather than focusing on individual events or changes as responses to the crises facing Rome as they are
reported, it might be more beneficial to focus on ‘suites’ of changes, their impacts as indicative of the kind
of threats which those in power faced.
In this paper, I am presenting this methodology as it relates to the suite of changes seen in the mid-fifth
century: the introduction of the Consular Tribunate, the Twelve Tables and the Censorship. Together, these
developments point towards a systematic attempt at the reorganisation and redefinition of the community at
Rome during the middle of the fifth century (2, 3). Moreover, the introduction of these changes in concert –
or at least quick succession – do not seem indicative of a Plebeian threat to social order but, rather, a Patrician
attempt to confirm and consolidate their own power.
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Approaches to ancient Mediterranean history have changed drastically over the past three decades, with
moves towards exploring themes of globalization, interconnectivity, and hybridity replacing previous views
of the ancient world as “crisply bounded cellular entities” (Horden and Purcell 2000: 74; Morris 2003). These
shifts have come about from multiple avenues, including (1) intellectual movements such as post-colonialism;
(2) new methodologies in data manipulation such as Social Network Analysis; and (3) our modern-day
experiences with globalization. At the same time, Classics as a field is facing new challenges stemming from
its colonialist roots, as well as in more recent co-options of the past for ideologies of cultural superiority
coupled with the continued marginalization of certain groups, past and present (Rankine 2019). In this paper
I explore both the pitfalls and potentials of moves towards transnational and globalized Mediterranean
histories and how they might intersect with the modern-day challenges of our field. In particular, I bring the
study of migration to the forefront in light of recent scientific advances in DNA, isotope, and data analyses,
advances that amount to what Kristian Kristiansen has called the “Third Science Revolution” in archaeology.
These scientific advances, coupled with new models of Mediterranean history, have much to offer in terms
of devising truer and finer-grained models of what a “globalized ancient Mediterranean” actually looked like.
Moreover, integrating the study of migration into Classics and Mediterranean history can challenge, through
both teaching and research, modern-day attitudes towards human movement rooted in cultural purity and
exclusion.
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John Davidson, better known as a scholar of Classical Reception, has now published a collection of poetry
called Classical Illusions, all 55 poems of which engage in some way with Greek, Roman and Near Eastern
literature and history from modern perspectives. A few of these poems were the subject of a discussion at
ASCS 40 at UNE. The present paper is a consideration of the collection as a whole, with illustrations taken
from several of the other poems not previously discussed. The aim is to show the variety of stimuli that led
to the poems, from Davidson’s knowledge of the ancient world as well as from his personal experiences and
responses to contemporary events and issues. The collection has some similarities with Ian Wedde’s Georgicon
(1984) and Anna Jackson’s I Clodia (2014) but differs from them because the poems range across antiquity
rather than being focussed on one particular poet’s work. Poems to be discussed include ‘Philoctetes
Misplaced’, ‘The Rape of Lucretia’, ‘Orpheus and Eurydice’, ‘Socrates’ Cell Phone’, and ‘The Lost Legion’.
The collection should be seen in the context of the academic interest in Classical Reception at the moment
in many parts of the world, Australasia being no exception. Davidson, along with others, has contributed to
two recent collections of Classical Reception essays, his topics there being New Zealand poet R.A.K. Mason
(1905-1971) and contemporary author Phillip Mann respectively. The paper does not engage with secondary
literature of Davidson’s ‘reception poetry’, because there is none.
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Emotional Impact of Wars as Reflected in Vergil’s Poetry
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The peace established after many years of warfare, and the loss and destruction as a result of wars have been
a major concern in studies of Classical warfare. The emotional impact of wars and attempts to redress
psychological issues that arise in post-war societies, however, has been less prominent. My research examines
the emotional impact of wars depicted in the poetry of Vergil.
Vergil, like other poets of the Augustan Age, experienced war and was a victim of it. Therefore, his reflections
on the impact of wars in his Eclogues, Georgics, Aeneid and Appendix Vergiliana could be used as first-hand
sources in looking into the emotional impact of those wars. Although much research has been conducted
into the impact of the Civil Wars in Vergil, most of these studies have been limited to the material loses, but
any close-reading of the poetry of Vergil reveals a range of emotional responses as well — fear, anger, grief,
despair, revenge, and hopelessness as a result of war. These responses were reactions to both the loss of lands
and the perceived diminution of cultural and religious values which made even the victors of these wars feel
like victims. These emotional responses, in turn, were later seen as contributing factors in the “moral
corruption” of Roman society. It would be practical, therefore, to understand first and to resolve the
emotional issues of people in these post-war societies. This paper will propose a tentative methodology for
doing that.
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Torture (βάσανος) and Execution (ἀναίρεσις): Inflicting Pain and Death as Punishment in Ancient
Greece
Matthew Dillon
University of New England
mdillon at une.edu.au
Many varieties of pain and death, including torture (βάσανος) and execution (ἀναίρεσις), were inflicted as a
process of discipline and punishment in ancient Greece, and were reflected in mythology. Physical abuse of
a battle-field corpse was despised by mortals and god alike: but what of the living body? Were ancient Greek
criminals, for example, routinely tortured or physically mutilated prior to their execution? Was this considered
necessary, and even desireable? The unique torture scene on a black-figure lekythos from classical Athens,
last studied in 1989 [1], but from a mythological view, will be reconsidered within the context of Greek torture
and the deliberate infliction of pain, especially as part of the judicial process. These topics have received very
little scholarly attention. DuBois [2:39-68] deals with the torture of slaves for truth but is otherwise concerned
with the philosophic pursuit of truth. Muth [3], in a largely iconographic study of mythological scenes,
considers that the main historical barbarities in ancient Greece occurred on the battlefield, but it will be
argued that this in fact was not the case. An examination of mythological and historical instances of torture
and physical abuse within the context of the Greek infliction of pain on the human body, as well as practices
of physical humiliation, degradation, and execution, reveals attitudes towards the mutilation of the living and
dead body.
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The Shellal Mosaic: Archaeological, Textual and Visual Traditions
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This paper presents the initial results of a study into the history of the Shellal Mosaic (Australian War
Memorial) and seeks to understand how the mosaic has been recorded and transformed since its discovery
through to the present day. It will utilise written, photographic, artistic and physical evidence from collections
in both Australia and New Zealand.
The Shellal Mosaic is the largest ancient mosaic pavement in Australia. It was uncovered by ANZAC service
personnel at Shellal, near Gaza, in 1917, and was excavated and removed by Chaplain William Maitland
Woods. While the largest part of the mosaic is held by the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, other parts
were dispersed to collections in Brisbane, Sydney and central western NSW. The main Canberra portion of
the mosaic was the subject of guidebooks in 1920 (Rowe) and 1942 (Trendall), and an ANU dissertation by
Henderson in 1985, part of which was subsequently published in the Journal of the Australian War Memorial
(1988). These previous studies primarily focus on the art-historical aspects of the main mosaic, and to date
no study has examined the complex history of the mosaic, from its initial discovery, to excavation, recovery,
dispersal, reconstruction and display. This study is the first to explore the full story of the Shellal Mosaic.
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Αἷµα Ταύρου and the Cult of Ge at Aigai
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The oracular cult of Ge Eurusternos at Aigai is attested in only two sources: Pliny NH 28.147 and Pausanias
7.25.13. The sanctuary was managed by a single priestess. This paper focuses on one aspect of Pausanias’
account of the appointment process: πίνουσαι δὲ αἷµα ταύρου δοκιµάζονται· (“[Candidates] undergo scrutiny for
office by drinking bull’s blood.”). He also tells us that women who sought appointment to Ge’s priestesshood
were required to “live purely” (ἁγιστεύει) once they assumed office. Prior to this, they must have only had
intercourse with one man. At first glance, the consumption of bull’s blood by the candidate appears to test
her marital chastity with a clear result - if she fails the test, she is to be “punished immediately” (αὐτίκα ἐκ
τούτου τὴν δίκην ἔσχεν).
However, I argue that the consumption of bull’s blood rather tests prophetic ability, which indirectly verifies
a candidate’s claims about her marital chastity. I first explore the cultural significance of bull’s blood as a
poison (Diod. 11.58.3; Plut. Them. 31.5-6) and whether the blood’s consumption was intended to trial the
integrity of a candidate’s chastity claims directly. Marr observes that bull’s blood is not poisonous, but the
myth was likely based on “the observable fact that bull’s blood congeals very rapidly” (Marr 1995). I then
consider how the consumption of blood was believed to inspire prophecies, serving the same function as
water in the process of “hydromanteia” (Scheinberg 1980).
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Εἰς ἕν γέλως τε κἀνίη: Contextualising parody in Herodas’ mimiamb 8
Janek Drevikovsky
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Little is known about Herodas, the early third century BCE Hellenistic poet. His mimiambs (mash-ups of
mime and iambos) are bizarre dialogue sketches — think cryptic conversations with a dildo salesman
(mimiamb 7). There has been little effort to explore how the mimiambs would have been understood in
context; as a result modern commentators often interpret them according to personal fancy. None of
Herodas’ poems has received more fantastical treatments than the fragmentary eighth mimiamb, a monologue
entitled ‘the dream’ (enupnion). It is usually believed this poem was intended as a programme, whose
anonymous speaker (possibly Herodas himself) narrates a baffling dream (apparently an allegory for the
author’s poetics). I believe this interpretation is incorrect, a product of modern readers’ sensibilities and
habits. Rather, seen in its original context, the poem is best understood as a parody. Three contextual features
are relevant. The mimiamb was produced either at a royal court, where poetic agonism was common; or then
within some other élite grouping familiar with courtly practice (Strootman, 2017, 99ff). The poem was
sympotic entertainment, probably intended as a riddle poem (Hunter, 1993). And finally, the mimiamb was
not read, but performed or recited to an audience of listeners. Interpreted accordingly, mimiamb 8 should be
understood as a parodic attack on Hellenistic programme poetry itself (cf. Simon, 1991, 80). The poem’s
mechanism is to act as an anti-programme: it entices audiences into its recondite games; frustrates their
interpretative energies with a confusion of reference; and defeats their expectations with a final, ridiculous
inversion.
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Agents of Justice: Zeus, Apollo and the fulfilment of δίκη in the Oresteia
Robert Drummond
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While the ancient Greek gods have been much studied individually, there are comparatively few studies on
the relationships between certain gods as a means of understanding their place in the Greek pantheon
collectively. This paper forms part of a larger work approaching this issue by examining the relationship
between Zeus and Apollo in the genre of tragedy, where they are frequently aligned in their interests. It will
explore this relationship in the Oresteia and advance the view that the two gods, who are elsewhere associated
with δίκη and θέµις, are connected in their concern for justice.
The two gods’ alignment will be exemplified by the recurrent importance of Apollo’s oracles in fulfilling
Zeus’ justice through a variety of supernatural forces, such as the Furies, µοῖρα and ἄτη. The significance of
their alignment will be demonstrated by the impact they have in driving the action of the trilogy, developing
its themes, and evoking in the audience the emotional responses central to the experience of tragedy.
Considering the two Olympians together throughout the Oresteia provides a new lens through which to view
how these other divine forces in the trilogy (particularly the Furies and Athena) are situated in relation to
Zeus and Apollo. It also highlights the complexities and ambiguities of the play’s central theme of δίκη, and
the need for the old concept of retributive justice to develop.
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Battlefield Magistrates: The Propagation of the Codex Theodosianus through the Collapsing
Western Empire
Stephen William Duggan
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The Theodosian Law Code was finished in 438 C.E. and presented in Constantinople. Though the contents
of the code are fascinating in their own right for what they reveal about Roman society, it exposes far more
about Roman government than suggested at first glance. In particular, studying the promulgation of the law
code is a valuable tool for understanding the internal structure of the late antique Roman Empire.
This paper examines the spread of the Code to Africa and its proliferation throughout that province.
Harries and Honoré are prominent modern scholars of the Code, yet their work, along with the scholarship
of Matthews, has only tangentially explored the implications of the evidence for the Code’s transmission
throughout the Empire, leaving room for a more focused endeavour. Their focus has been on the idealised
form of the code within the urban imperial centres, but only by exploring the ways the laws penetrated more
peripheral regions can we understand the full operation of the vast Roman systems of justice and
administration.
The Roman Empire was an incredibly complex construct, and a fundamental part of its existence was its
sophisticated yet constantly straining internal networks of communication and central control. Efforts to
maintain imperial influence over regional legal activity comprised a critical priority of the central
administration. Through an analysis of this aspect of the code a comprehensive picture of the internal
command, control, and communication network of the empire emerges.
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The Value of Authenticity and the Role of Authority in the Internet Market for Antiquities –
Questions of Ethical Engagement and Legal Obligations
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For more than two decades, the Internet has become an important platform for the modern antiquities
market. Whilst originally existing on auction-hosting website eBay and the private websites of antiquities
dealers, the market is now being facilitated by social media platforms, Instagram and Facebook (Al-Azm and
Paul, 2018). Despite the use of these innovative e-commerce strategies, this unique incarnation of the
antiquities trade has been shaped by the values and practices of the traditional market in a number of ways.
Unfortunately, more often than not, this demonstrates the ongoing failure of market participants to sincerely
engage with their ethical and legal obligations (Brodie, 2017).
Existing in a nexus of economic and cultural value, the authenticity of an antiquity is relevant more than
ever for market participants who operate in this increasingly digital world (Yates, 2015). Due to the immense
value of authenticity, the market has developed a number of strategies to prove the legitimacy of antiquities
including expert and academic evaluation; verifiable provenance narratives; and references to scholarly
publications which feature the object in question. Using examples from the online sales pages of antiquities,
recent legal cases, and the social media profiles of market participants, this paper will provide an analysis of
how authenticity is understood and performed in the Internet antiquities market. At the center of this
discussion is an interrogation of the ethical and legal obligations cultural heritage specialists – historians,
archaeologists, papyrologists, museum professionals – face when engaging with the antiquities market and
when studying antiquities of unknown provenance.
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Demetrius Poliorcetes: Looking at his reign via the lens of Narcissistic Personality Disorder
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Whilst we must always express caution when taking our ancient sources at face value, and historians must
acknowledge that narrative themes and the author’s own motivations may have influenced how they
portrayed their subjects, nevertheless modern medical diagnosis can provide the opportunity for new and
valuable insights. This is true especially for Plutarch’s Life of Demetrius, as the possible diagnosis of Narcissistic
Personality Disorder resonates incredibly well with our ancient author’s discussion of the Besieger.
This second part of our presentation will discuss how Narcissistic Personality Disorder may have shaped the
course of not only Demetrius Poliorcetes’ personal history, but also that of the Ancient World, by drawing
on specific examples where Narcissistic Personality Disorder explains what seem to be irrational and
otherwise inexplicable decisions made by Demetrius during his reign. This may shed light in particular on
Demetrius’ last campaign, the actions he took, and how modern scholars may be able to interpret his
behaviour through a psychological lens.
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‘A Kind of Link’: The Greek Translations of Joshua and the Pentateuch
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The vibrant state of research into Septuagint language today could barely have been envisaged twenty years
ago. This was for many decades a neglected field of study. The landscape has been changed by a sequence of
scholarly achievements, culminating in the publication of two remarkable books, Muraoka 2016 and Lee
2018. Each of these is likely to prove hugely influential for the foreseeable future. Lee’s study is of particular
importance in its demonstration of the Pentateuchal translators’ intimate control over the Koine Greek of
their time (probably the third century BCE). It also opens possibilities for further research on other parts of
the corpus.
The present paper aims to develop these. Thackeray observed that the book of Joshua ‘forms a kind of link
between the Pentateuch and the later historical books … we may conjecture that the Greek version followed
soon after that of the Law’ (Thackeray 1909: 14). The linguistic character of this link, however, has never
been explored in a systematic way. We are now in a position to test the evidence of Joshua’s usage against
that of a large number of Pentateuchal features examined by Lee. I will investigate selected features and
consider some key questions that could not previously have been posed with confidence. Just how close is
the language of Joshua to that of the Pentateuch? Is there a closer link to any one of the books than to the
others? Can we conjecture that it emanated from the same ‘school’?
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Economic Development in the Iron Age Cyclades
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The phoros payments of 425/424 demanded from Cycladic islanders by the Athenians varied considerably
between island communities. The Parians were assessed thirty talents while the inhabitants of Ios were
assessed just one. Finley (1985), Snodgrass (1980), Cartledge (2002) and others, suggest the ancient economy
was dominated by agriculture. Yet an analysis of arable land area to phoros assessments shows a poor
correlation. How do we then explain the disparity in economic productivity between the islands?
My PhD dissertation focused on the Cyclades between 1100-500 BCE; a detailed study of around 130
archaeologically attested sites on 32 islands was undertaken. The diachronic analysis suggests that island
societies developed similarly, in that communities organized themselves first along family lines, then by more
extended clan affiliations, and eventually on all the islands, and finally settling on a polis structure. My study
suggests, however, that islanders in the Late Geometric and early Archaic periods chose several different
economic strategies. Some concentrated on economic aspects in addition to their base agricultural economy,
including mineral extraction and pursuing the advantages of their position along trade routes. Other island
communities chose to stick to basic agricultural activities and ignored other opportunities. I will argue that
the economic obligations of each island group as suggested by the varying phoros assessments correlate more
closely with their respective chosen economic strategies than agricultural land area. I suggest that we should
consider a different interpretation of ancient economic development that goes beyond agriculture.
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The Aeneid and the Epic Cycle
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Vergil plays heavily with earlier epics — Aeneid 1 can be read as a series of setpieces from the Odyssey and
Argonautica, for example — but the extent to which he played on Cyclic material is an open question. This
paper examines the matter with particular attention to Aeneid Books 10 and 11 and their relationship to the
Cyclic Aethiopis. The Camilla story in Book 11 has often been seen as a refashioned Amazonis; it is observed
here that parts of book 10 are a refashioned Memnonis.
On the Camilla episode, in favour of intertextuality see Fraenkel 1932; Fratantuono 2003: 259-66. Against:
Horsfall 2003: 465-72. In fact Fraenkel’s argument was not an unequivocal ‘yes, Vergil knew the Aethiopis’,
and Horsfall’s is not a straightforward ‘no, he didn’t’. The most likely scenario is that much of the Cycle was
already lost by Vergil’s time. He probably drew on indirect reports. This can be demonstrated by looking
both at the summaries in Proclus, and at pictorial treatments: specifically, the Tabulae Iliacae and the tradition
that they draw on.
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The other guys: Suetonius’ secondary characters
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Suetonius’ concentration on the central person in his Lives to the exclusion of nearly everything else is a
distinctive feature of his work that makes it difficult to use his work as a historical source. It has already
been noticed (e.g. Power (2008), p. 169.) that Suetonius almost always uses a main verb with the central
character as subject and ‘backgrounds’ other material with ablative absolutes, etc. In this paper I propose to
set out some of the patterns in Suetonius’ approach to secondary characters in the text through a case study
of the death of Claudius (which occurs twice: once in Claudius, and once in Nero). Switching the context
from Claudius, where the central figure is the dying man, to Nero, where the story must be told again with
Nero at its centre, affects the way the story plays out. Suetonius’ very different use of secondary characters
(compared with Tacitus, Plutarch) changes the way scenes play out and who we perceive to be responsible
for actions. The results of this study have ramifications for how the material can or cannot be used as a
historical source, and I will consider the various scholarship on the death of Claudius (e.g. Pack (1943),
Aveline (2004), Grimm-Samuel (1991)) and how those studies have treated Suetonius as a source. I will also
make observations about whether the change of focal point from one Life to another has the same effect in
similar situations.
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Verecundia and Divine Occurrences in Livy 1-10
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This paper examines the juxtaposition of verecundia with divine occurrences in the first decade of Livy’s Ab
Urbe Condita and argues that these episodes conveyed standards of correct behaviour to Livy’s audience.
Verecundia was an emotion concerned with social regulation. It entailed understanding your place in any given
social situation, and basing your behaviour on this knowledge (Kaster 2005). At three points in Livy’s history
of early Rome, verecundia occurs in a position of contrast to divine interference. In 2.36, verecundia towards the
magistrates in charge of organising the Great Games compels the plebeian Latinius to conceal a dream about
Jupiter’s displeasure towards the games. Livy is the only extant source to ascribe Latinius’ decision not to
share his dream, and its ominous repercussions, to a misguided feeling of verecundia. At 6.33, Latin soldiers
razing Satricum are prevented from burning down the temple of Mater Matuta, not by a proper feeling of
verecundia towards the gods, but from a threatening uox horrenda. Finally, Livy’s extended negative exemplum of
Ap. Claudius (Roller 2018) connects Claudius’ lack of verecundia with both the portentous demise of the Potitia
gens and Claudius’ later blindness, caused by divine anger (9.29). Exploring the nuances of this relationship
between verecundia and the divine allows for a deeper understanding of verecundia, Roman social hierarchies,
and the didactic nature of Livy’s work.
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Dual localization in Homer’s Odyssey: an Ethiopian case study
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This paper presents a reading of localization (i.e., identifying how an object is located in relation to another
and/or others) within Homer’s Odyssey. In order to balance the tension between the holism of the narrative
and the identification of spatial inconsistencies, this reading seeks to move beyond a strictly literal-physical
framework and consider how the poet might utilize spatial features as thematic/narrative tools. The chosen
case study for this reading is the Odyssean land of the Ethiopians.
Descriptions of this landscape are spatially inconsistent due to two primary issues: (1) a simultaneous
eastern-western peripheral positioning; and, (2) the contrast of this peripheral, “mythical localization” with
an Egyptian, “geographical localization”. Rather than utilizing interpolative theory to explain away such
inconsistencies, a narratively-focused reading allows for the land of the Ethiopians to retain these “dual
localizations”. This reading builds upon recent precedents that recognise Homeric narrative space as
inherently dualistic: e.g., Nakassis’ bi-polar and uni-polar models of solar movement; and Purves’
synoptic/cartographic and sequential/hodological models of space.
Since the Ethiopians’ eastern-western duality has already received treatment by scholars such as Nakassis
and MacLachlan, this paper will focus upon the mythical-peripheral, geographical-Egyptian dual localization,
identifying the extra-spatial reasons that underlie these descriptions. In sum, it will demonstrate how the
association with Egypt reflects a wealth-theme which is of significance to the narrative aims of the poet at
this point in the story (i.e., to present Menelaus as a pseudo-Odysseus figure), explaining the spatial
inconsistency without excising it from the text.
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‘Communicating Status: Epithets as Status Identifiers in Homeric Dialogue’
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Status was central to the identity of the ancient hero. Yet the epithets which are used to describe the status
of Homeric heroes have been woefully overlooked since the writings of Milman Parry (1920s), excepting
common-noun epithets (Vivante) or studies of single epithets (A.A. Parry). Careful analysis of the distribution
of pronoun epithets in the Odyssey, however, reveals that particular rules govern the structure of status
communication in the Homeric world. One of these rules indicates that the number of epithets awarded by
a speaker increases in direct proportion to the status of the listener. Telemakhos, for example, will address
his social superior Menelaos as ‘Atreus’ son, fostered by Zeus, leader of the people’ and yet – on account of
his youth and untested status – he never receives a triple epithet himself from any speaker. This rule is most
keenly expressed in guest-host interactions.
In private or family exchanges, the rules change. Family members will instead address each other with
appellatives (or ‘periphrastic denominations’, as de Jong calls them), such as ‘mother’, rather than with
epithets when speaking directly to one another. This pattern of title exchange is also found in loyal servants
of the Odyssean household, marking them as members of the extended family. Finally, omission and
subversion of epithets are also employed to undermine status, as is demonstrated in the dialogue of the
suitors. These rules of epithet exchange have the potential to provide a great deal of information about social
discourse in the Homeric world and should be better appreciated for their central role in communicating
status.
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Obeisance to Nero (not Mithras): Tiridates’ Visit to Rome Revisited
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In 63 CE the Parthian king Tiridates laid down his tiara before an image of Nero, and in 66 CE travelled to
Rome, made obeisance to Nero and was (re-)crowned as king of the Roman client state Armenia. Three
roughly contemporary accounts of these events survive. Tacitus focuses on Roman efforts to achieve a
settlement with the Parthians and reports events up to the point where Tiridates surrendered his tiara (Ann.
15. 24-31). Suetonius mentions Tiridates’ crowning in Rome as one of Nero’s (excessively costly) spectacles
(Nero 13; 30). Pliny’s information that Tiridates was a magus in the cult of Zoroaster (HN 30.4-6) is
indispensable to the argument that the roots of the Roman cult of Mithras can be traced to Indo-Iranian
origins, and that the Roman presence in Armenia in the 60s CE was an early point of exposure to the Persian
god Mithra (Cumont 1933).
Attilio Mastrocinque (2017) has claimed that Tiridates worshipped Nero as Mithras, a view based on the
detailed account of Tiridates’ visit to Rome by Cassius Dio (62.23-63.5). Dio’s version dates to the late 2nd
century CE when Roman worship of Mithras was at its peak in the Roman Empire. In this paper I will argue
that Dio deliberately employed Mithraic imagery to a greater extent than other authors, that his account
exposes Tiridates’ behaviour towards Nero as calculated pretense equal to Nero’s in making a spectacle of
crowning him, and that this effectively undermined any idea of Nero as the embodiment of Mithras.
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A Hybrid Religion? A New Inscription for Theos Hypsistos and the Religious Landscape of the
Roman Empire
Sven Günther
Northeast Normal University (China)
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The cult of “the highest god” (theos hypsistos) was a religious phenomenon mainly from the 2nd to the 4 century
AD, and especially in Asia Minor. Its believers worshipped a transcendental god, sometimes called Zeus
Hypsistos, which was even equalized to the Jewish god in some cases. The main group of worshippers, called
Hypsistarians, is known from few patristic sources, and considerable efforts have been undertaken (Mitchell
1999 and 2010) to bring those literary mentions in accordance with the more than 370 inscriptions, mainly
dedicatory, to define this cult and its worshippers.
However, many questions such as the unity of the cult, the socio-economic profile of the worshippers, the
relations to their respective political communities and their religious performance still remain under
discussion (cf. the intensive discussion in Marek 2018). A recently discovered inscription (auctioned off at
Hermann Historica Auction A 79aw (21.05.2019), lot 1056 and published in Günther forthcoming) might
shed further light on the form, practice and performance of this cult. After an introduction to the cult of theos
hypsistos and the state of research, the yet-unpublished inscription will be presented and discussed in detail.
By finally connecting the new evidence with existing scholarship and the studies of other religious formations
during the Roman Empire, perspectives for future research on the religious landscape will be opened.
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Demetrius Poliorcetes: Did he suffer from Narcissistic Personality Disorder?
Katherine Hall
University of Otago
katherine.hall at otago.ac.nz
‘By this mockery of incense to his vanity, who was scarcely in his senses before, they rendered him perfectly insane.’ Thus Plutarch
wrote of Demetrius Poliorcetes and the effect of Athenian flattery upon his psychological state. Is it possible
to understand Demetrius with more clarity if we look at him with the lens of modern psychiatry? Why did
Plutarch describe him as barely sane? Why did adulation, whether real or masqueraded, appear to tip
Demetrius ‘over the edge’?
Using the 21st century diagnostic criteria for Narcissistic Personality Disorder, I will discuss how and
whether these could apply to Demetrius and how, if he did have this disorder, this shaped the course of not
only his personal history, but also that of the Ancient World. The particular issues of diagnosis from afar will
be addressed, both from a medical and historiographical view. Despite the difficulties for any psychological
analysis of an ancient figure, I contend that such analysis makes a useful contribution in understanding the
history of this colourful and enigmatic person.
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Apuleius, Iamblichus, and Augustine’s Polemics Against (Harmful) Magic
Michael Hanaghan
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This paper examines how Augustine applies Iamblichus and Apuleius’ criticism of harmful magic to
divination and demons. It thus expands consideration of Augustine’s engagement with Apuleius and
Iamblichus (building on Graf 2002 and Dufault 2006), including an examination of Augustine’s demonology
in his early treatise De Divinatione Daemonum, of 406/407. In his Apologia Apuleius repeatedly refers to the
charges against him relating to magica maleficia (harmful magic). Augustine intertextually engages with Apuleius’
work, including by removing the qualifying epithet maleficia so as to reject his distinction between different
types of magic, some of which he sees as neither harmful nor criminal. Thus Augustine uses Apuleius’
criticism of harmful and illicit magic (Apul. Apol. 25.4) to impugn magic as a holistic category (De civ. Dei
9.1).
Iamblichus acknowledged that harmful divination existed, which could not be defined by a single word (De
Mysteriis 3.13), but needed five characteristics. It was nothing special (πρόχειρον), vain (ἐπιπολάζον), widely
used (ἐν τοῖς πολλοῖς), relied on deceit (ψευδολογίᾳ) and insufferable trickery (ἀπάτῃ οὐκ ἀνεκτῇ), and was
not divine. Augustine labelled this practice demonic, and thus applied Iamblichus’ critiques to characterize
demons who tricked the gullible into believing their divinatory powers, which in turn they used to establish
their supposedly divine credentials. Augustine conflated Apuleius and Iamblichus’ categories, refusing to
separate pagan deities from demons, and harmful and harmless magic. These expanded definitions enabled
Augustine to broaden his application of their criticisms to all forms of magic and divination.
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A miniature Argo: the homecoming boat of Catullus 4
Stephen Harrison
Corpus Christi College, University of Oxford
stephen.harrison at ccc.ox.ac.uk
This paper picks up previous scattered suggestions by scholars that the small sailing-boat (phaselus) of Catullus
4 has some features of the heroic mythological ship Argo as described by Apollonius of Rhodes in the
Argonautica, and brings them together in a thorough-going reading of Catullus 4 from this Argonautic
perspective. In particular, the boat’s voyage as described in Catullus’ poem follows elements of the route of
both the Argo’s voyages (West-East out and East-West back) as narrated in the Argonautica, especially the
return passage via the rivers Danube and Po, and alludes wittily to particular incidents narrated by Apollonius.
The unusual capacity of Catullus’ boat to speak (here reported by a temple guide), its supreme speed, and its
manufacture from mountain-top trees (this time from the Black Sea rather Mt Pelion) all (as has been noted)
pick up features of the Argo according to Apollonius. Likewise, its dedication to marine deities (themselves
in fact Argonauts) at the end of its voyage matches the traditional final destiny of the Argo. Even if it is not
itself a boxwood votive replica, Catullus’ boat can be viewed as a miniaturised Argo, and his lyric poem can
be seen as a miniaturised version of the epic Argonautica.
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“Yeezy Taught Me”– Pop Music in the Classics Classroom
John Hayden
Columba College, Dunedin
jhayden at columbacollege.school.nz
This far from exhaustive survey will examine classical allusion in modern pop music, focusing on how such
references – irrespective of depth or accuracy – can be utilised in secondary school Classics classrooms as a
way of encouraging students to bring to bear their own prior knowledge of such material, thus providing
agency in their learning. Attention will first be paid to Bob Dylan - the quintessential modern-day rhapsode and his freewheeling approach to the classics. The focus then shifts to classical references in heavy metal,
where larger-than-life figures such as Achilles and Alexander the Great are used to reinforce images of
masculine power. The appeal of the Orpheus myth across a range of media is then discussed, before an
analysis of the way female artists modernize the source material by inverting its patriarchal norms, particularly
through short-form music videos. Finally, Plato and Socrates have increasingly become vehicles for rappers
such as Jay-Z to shed light on social issues; the latter part of this survey will discuss the ways in which hiphop has absorbed the classics, from modern day aemulatio, the links between Aeneas and R&B lothario Drake,
and the irrevocable intertwining of the imagery and ideologies of Augustus and Kanye West.
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Amarna, visionary encounters and the New Kingdom crisis: ‘Rethinking’ the revolutionary nature
of Akhenaten’s reign through later sublime monotheistic experiences.
Michael Hayes
Macquarie University
michael.hayes1 at students.mq.edu.au
The Amarna Period is a controversial, irruptive episode in New Kingdom Egyptian history. At its traumatic
centre is Akhenaten’s encounter with his god the sun disk, the Aten, at his relocated desert capital, Akhetaten.
Guided by James Hoffmeier’s 2015 Akhenaten and the Origins of Monotheism, this paper will extensively broaden
his ground-breaking insight that Akhenaten experienced a ‘theophany’ of a similar order to that of Paul of
Tarsus ‘on the road to Damascus’. Other monotheistic visionary revelations from Christianity (Constantine,
Francis of Assisi, Martin Luther, Teresa of Avila, Charles I of England and Charles Wesley) and from Islam
(the Prophet Muhammed and the Sufi School, especially al-Ghazali) will be interrogated and analysed to offer
new frames of religious experience through which to refocus, reposition and reveal the revolutionary nature
of Akhenaten’s original breakthrough toward his one god. Its stark, unprecedented uniqueness, including the
invention of a new hieroglyphic determinative for ‘light’, opened unparalleled possibilities and traumatising
consequences; not least the denial, persecution and eradication of the New Kingdom’s traditional gods and
goddesses, and the radical transformation of kingship at Akhetaten. These confronting innovations, centred
on the king, disappeared a few years after his death. Later rulers attempted to return to ‘orthodoxy’, but
Amarna monotheism had unsettled Egyptian existence and confidence to its very core. An appreciation of
the Aten’s extreme potential and legacy can be further heightened by a comparison with later monotheistic
encounters to highlight the sublime disturbance Akhenaten had unleashed through his ecstatic engagement
with divine light alone.
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Broken homes, banishment and homelands in the Aethiopica of Heliodorus
John Hilton
University of the Free State, South Africa
hilton at ukzn.ac.za
The Aethiopica, like other ancient fictional narratives, is a story of wandering and displacement: the main
character, Charikleia, is displaced from her native land of Ethiopia at birth because of her unusual skin colour;
the Egyptian priest, Kalasiris, imposes a sentence of exile on himself after he succumbs to carnal seduction
by the Thracian courtesan, Rhodopis; and the young Athenian, Knemon, is sentenced to banishment by his
fellow citizens after being falsely accused of assaulting his step-mother, Demainete (Hilton 2019). Previous
studies of the novel have explained these stories in terms of the theme of wandering in Greek literature
generally (Montiglio 2005) or in terms of narrative strategy (Winkler 1982). These approaches pay little
attention to the fourth-century context within which the novel was composed, although the two terms used
for the concept of a ‘homeland’ in the novel, namely the third / fourth century neologism ἡ ἐνεγκοῦσα
(‘motherland’) and the more traditional phrase ἡ πατρίς (‘fatherland’), suggest that a specific ideology
underlines their use. This paper will investigate how these terms are employed in the novel and will attempt
to find a plausible and specific context for these broken homes and disordered lives in terms of the themes
of genealogy and ethnicity on the one hand, and Neoplatonic universality on the other, that manifest
themselves throughout the novel. The outcomes of this research carry significant implications for the date of
the novel and its ideological character.
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Black Athena: Decolonization, Western Civilization, and the Incredible Whiteness of Being
Louise A. Hitchcock
University of Melbourne
lahi at unimelb.edu.au
The reception of Martin Bernal’s Black Athena (1987) by classicists was to focus on Bernal’s errors of fact
rather than on the content of his message. The thrust of this message was that Classics is a Eurocentric project
that systematically excluded the Levantine and Egyptian contribution to European civilization. In 1996, I was
hired to develop a Black Athena subject at California State University, Dominguez Hills to counter the
Afrocentric view that black people were systematically excluded from their contribution to our fetishization
of “Western Civilization.” I chose to avoid devaluating Afrocentric views, which falsely embraced Cleopatra
as a beautiful black queen at one end of the spectrum, and the valorization of traditional views of Greece as
the ethnically pure fount of European civilization at the other end. Instead I endeavoured to demonstrate
that a thorough interrogation of the evidence could promote an inclusive and multicultural history showing
how “European” civilization began in the east. Fast forward to the present: Classics has embarked on
numerous projects to decolonize itself through outreach, as in the work of Sarah Bond who has been
demonized by the right for “colorizing” the Classics. Meanwhile other initiatives are making a sincere effort
to prevent the extinction of the discipline by recruiting people of colour to inject a non-Western positionality
into research as seen in the work of Dan-el Padilla Peralta (Princeton) and recruitment of people of colour
through the Sportula project. This paper reflects on lessons learned and argues for decolonizing the future of
Classics.
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Pearl profusion: the economic consequences of large-scale pearl production and trade
Deborah Hope
Macquarie University
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Pearls punched above their weight in antiquity. Pearl adornment projected power, prestige and status, as it
does today. The pre-existence of very extensive, highly-organised pearl fishing in the Persian Gulf and the
Gulf of Mannar enabled the commodification of pearls in exchange systems operating in the ancient
Mediterranean and Eastern Mediterranean spheres. Increased supply matched by rising demand for pearls
contributed to transforming urban economies (Schörle 2015), producing thriving luxury retail sectors in
Rome and the growing foundations of the Near East and Asia Minor to serve a rapidly expanding consumer
base. The extent and vital importance of the international trade in luxury commodities is apparent in data
extrapolated from two second century financial documents, the Muziris Papyrus (Wilson and Bowman 2018)
and a Palmyrene tower tomb inscription (De Romanis 2006). It indicates that state revenue generated through
tariffs on imported luxury goods in this period was equivalent to at least a third of Rome’s military budget.
Pearls offer a case study of large-scale luxury commerce that may contribute towards contemporary economic
modelling of ancient societies.
References:
1. K. Schörle, ‘Pearls, Power, and Profit: Mercantile Networks and Economic Considerations of the Pearl Trade
in the Roman Empire’, in F. De Romanis and M. Maiuro (eds.), Across the Ocean: Nine Essays on Indo-Mediterranean
Trade (Leiden and Boston 2015) 43-54.
2. A. Wilson and A. Bowman (eds.), Trade, Commerce, and the State in the Roman World (Oxford 2018) 14-15.
3. F. De Romanis, ‘Aurei after the Trade: Western Taxes and Eastern Gifts’, in F. De Romanis and S. Sorda
(eds.), Dal denarius al dinar. L’Oriente e la moneta romana: Atti dell’Incontro di Studio (Roma 16-18 settembre 2004)
(Rome 2006) 55-82.

41

Architectural Production in Rome: A New Assessment of Evidence for the Long Fifth Century
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Institute of Fine Arts, New York University
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Studies of early Roman architecture highlight construction at the end of the Regal period followed by a drop
in textual and, especially, archaeological evidence for monuments in the second half of the fifth and into the
fourth centuries BCE. Even in recent work, which has sought to underline and assess archaeological evidence
for the early Republic, the decline is one of the often-cited examples of some kind of crisis in the century
surrounding the Gallic siege of Rome. The period, is, typically understood as one defined by internal Roman
social strife, regional military unrest—with marauding tribes from the hills destabilizing archaic-era costal
hegemonies—and a resulting downturn in outputs of material culture. Yet, like most studies of Roman
architecture and urban environments, the studies that point to a collapse in Roman construction fail to take
account of terracottas as evidence for monumental building projects. This paper will assess the evidence they
provide for some continuity in production as well as ongoing artistic contact between Rome and the wider
Mediterranean.
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A re-edition of Pfuhl/Möbius, Die ostgr. Grabreliefs vol. 2.1137, and its consequences for the date
of an inscription in Canberra
Greg Horsley
University of New England
ghorsley at une.edu.au
At the previous ASCS conference a paper was given on an unpublished funerary inscription held in the
Classics Museum at the Australian National University. As part of the task of writing the paper on that
monument for publication after the conference, a number of other inscriptions became relevant to discuss,
and in particular one first published in the 1970s and now held in Mainz. The present paper will provide a
new edition of the latter text, and demonstrate how it helps us determine unequivocally the date of the
Canberra stele. It also serves to cement the claim advanced in the previous paper that the provenance of the
Canberra stone is Phrygia. The paper will also draw attention to a methodological flaw relating to how—even
though still unpublished!—the Canberra stone has been dated by others. Finally, brief mention will be made
of the likely location of stonemasons’ workshops, a matter of relevance given the size and weight of the
Canberra stone and others displaying similar features.
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Indigenous warfare on the eve of Roman colonisation
Yvonne Inall
Australian Archaeological Institute at Athens, University of Sydney
yvonne.inall at sydney.edu.au
Caesar’s British expedition offers a tantalising glimpse of the nature of warfare in Britain in the pre-Roman
Iron Age. Caesar’s encounter was limited to a small proportion of the population and a geographic area and
we cannot use his account to describe the entire population of Britain. Analysis of archaeological finds of
Iron Age martial equipment in Britain has been fragmented, with little focus on function, which would
elucidate our understanding of martial capabilities on the eve of Roman conquest.
This paper offers a coherent overview of the archaeological evidence for the practice of warfare in Late
Iron Age Britain based on new analyses of finds from burials and votive deposits, with an emphasis on martial
function. It highlights the versatile and highly mobile nature of warfare in Iron Age Britain, which supports
both Caesar’s accounts of his interactions, but also reveals distinct regional variations in equipment, practice
and performance. Further, the contextual analysis facilitates an exploration of the construction of Iron Age
martial identities which display strong connections between disparate regions of Britain and continental
Europe. Meanwhile, votive practices involving martial objects point to a profound sense of anxiety during
the time of conquest. This, combined with evidence for interpersonal violence, underscores the complex
relationships between warfare and individual and community identities.
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“Shame prevents me”: Anna Komnene’s Alexiad and Sappho fragment 137
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Victoria University of Wellington
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The Alexiad by Anna Komnene is the only extant historiographical text written by a woman from the
Byzantine Empire. As the authorial persona of Komnene, a twelfth-century Byzantine princess and
intellectual, is conspicuous throughout the text, participation in the classical historiographical tradition raises
problems for the maintenance of appropriate feminine modesty (Neville 2016).
This paper discusses two episodes (Alexiad 1.13.3 and 15.9.1) in relation to fragment 137 of Sappho: “I
wish to say something to you, but shame prevents me” (θέλω τί τ᾿ εἴπην, ἀλλά µε κωλύει / αἴδως). Investigating
the direct allusion to Sappho fr. 137 in Alexiad 15.9.1 and the indirect allusion in 1.13.3 reveals two things.
First, it confirms Komnene’s commitment to the roles of historiographer and of modest woman. In Book
One, she lists the reasons for a disagreement (διαφορά) between Pope Gregory VII and the German emperor
Henry IV with Thucydidean vigour (Buckley 2014). However, at 1.13.3 modesty holds Komnene back from
explaining how the Pope outraged Henry’s envoys. Second, reading these passages from the Alexiad with the
fragment of Sappho in mind shows how Komnene uses feminine modesty to guide her authorial choices. At
15.9.1 Komnene makes it clear that she is both a historian (συγγραφεὺς) and a woman (γυνὴ). She opts to
“remain human” instead of creating an authorial persona of masculine obduracy (Papaioannou 2010).
The Alexiad contains a challenge to normative Byzantine historiographical principles wherein Komnene
indicates her affinity with Sappho and makes authorizing statements while withholding information.
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Catullus’ Fantastical Memories
Marguerite Johnson
University of Newcastle
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In the many references to memory in the Catullan corpus, fantasy serves a significant role in writing memory.
The subject of psychological theories of memory, particularly so in view of the part it played in Freud’s
abandonment of his Seduction Theory around 1897, fantasy embellishes projected memories in Catullus’
poems, sometimes making memories bearable, we may suggest, for the poet. In carmen 68, for example, we
see two different approaches to fantastical memories: (i) the intense memories of his brother’s death appear
and disappear with seeming limited elaboration until we realise that the details of Protesilaus at Troy furnish
the elaboration of fantasy, and thereby communicate emotional trauma; (ii) in contrast, memories of Lesbia
are emotionally negotiated by movements both towards, and away from, overt fantasy. After discussion of
these two techniques of writing fantastical memories in carmen 68, other examples of the pattern throughout
the corpus will also be considered in order to begin a new line of research in Catullan poetics on the
significance of writing and reading memory.
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‘At The Threshold of Presence and Absence’: Body, Ruin, and the Idea of Greece in Late 19th
Century Stereography
Sarah Judd
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Photography and archaeology have shared a connection for over 150 years. The beginnings of this
relationship were uneasy, with the two then-emerging fields intersecting at a time when, as Mirjam Brusius
states, there was no conventional way of visualising archaeology. Despite receiving little scholarly attention,
historic photographs of archaeological sites provide us with an important visual record of how the material
past was understood and what contextual issues may have affected representation. This presentation will
provide insight into the potential of this field of study by discussing my research into a corpus of stereographs
selected from the Macleay Museum’s Historic Photograph Collection. The stereographs date from the turn
of the 19th century and depict Greek archaeological sites. A type of photography that mimics binocular
vision, stereography was a hugely popular medium disseminated en masse throughout the Western world.
I will argue that the interactions between people and sites in the corpus reflect a popular narrative that
linked ancient Greece to contemporary Western culture. This included viewing Classical civilisation as a
predecessor of colonial “civilising” efforts in non-Western countries. It also involved reconciling the realities
of contemporary Greece with the Greece of the Western imaginary. I have placed my research inside
scholarship on 19th century photography and Post-Processual theory. Tim Ingold’s assertion that
archaeological landscapes can be perceived as a consumable object of memory was particularly formative. I
also draw on Ayshe Erdogdu’s work on the use of costume and visual cues to reinforce racial typecasting in
19th century photographic portraiture.
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Crisis, resolution and the female in Livy’s foundation history
Peter Keegan
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Modern investigation has failed to encompass in any methodical or comprehensive way the perturbations
arising from the insertions of women in the socio-political canvas of Livy’s history of Rome from the
foundation of the city (ab urbe condita, or AUC). What follows will probe the link between episodes containing
references to women in prominent roles and the historiographical treatment of evolutionary facets of the
nascent Roman res publica. This association will entail a discussion of Livy’s notion of exemplary story telling,
of correspondences between legendary/attributable and domestic/public history, and of resonances between
the textual treatment of Rome’s origin and expansion and the late republican/early imperial cultural and
intellectual milieu in which AUC history was written.
As a corollary to the exploration of exempla, historical change and annalistic reconstruction, it is hoped
that the narrative ‘superstructure’ of a distinctively Roman ideology of gender will be revealed: that is, the
expression of the female as the analogue and/or mediator of patriarchal values, as the signifier of problematic
socio-cultural dichotomies (private/public, same/other, passive/active), and as dominant individual and/or
collective identity. To discern these textual and historiographical motifs, a three-fold schema is proposed: (a)
enumeration of fictional stereotypes and/or dramatic personae that express the association of gender and
ideology; (b) articulation of rhetorical topoi or tropes which Livy uses to evoke the historical ‘reality’ of his
‘gendered’ narrative episodes; and (c) delineation of the symbolic structures which link women in AUC history
with crisis, revolution and re-ordering of the state.
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kata to anthropinon: Human Nature and the Classics
James Kierstead
Victoria University of Wellington
james.kierstead at vuw.ac.nz
In his 2002 book The Blank Slate, Steven Pinker documents a widespread resistance in academia – and
particularly in the Humanities – to the notion of human nature, a shared biological hardware that’s remained
more of less stable through all of recorded human history. This in spite of the fact that this has long been the
consensus view within the relevant scientific disciplines.
Do classicists share this resistance? I worry that we do, and I look at a couple of examples where cultural
factors are relentlessly preferred in explaining ancient historical phenomena, sidelining the potential role
played by a transhistorical human nature (e.g. in the depiction of men and women on vases: Eaverly 2013).
Luckily, a rich intellectual tradition that was accommodating to the idea of human nature is right under our
noses. Greek authors often made more or less explicit reference to human nature – one that could even help
us use history as a way of understanding the present and future. (This seems to be Thucydides’ purpose in
saying that the events of the past may well be repeated, kata to anthropinon, 1.22).
I will close by highlighting a few cases where human nature has been successfully brought into the
conversation in our field (e.g. Scheidel 2008), and by discussing the way in which transhistorical models of
human behaviour have helped in my own research into Greek institutions.
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Ancient Memories, Ancient Nightmares: The Reception of Rome in the Malleus Maleficarum
Nicole Kimball
University of Newcastle
nicole.kimball at uon.edu.au
This presentation considers the influence of Latin texts on the early modern European representations of
witchcraft with a focus on the witch hunting manual, the Malleus Maleficarum. To Roman writers, witches
presented a diverse and colourful topic of discussion, although it was almost uniformly negative. A developing
topic from the first century B.C., witches provided a platform for poets and playwrights to discuss moral
failings of prominent Romans, such as the inclusion of Erictho in Lucan’s Pharsalia as an indictment against
Sextus Pompeius. Witches also furnished vivid, effective stereotypes of women in the literary misogynistic
tradition, which lasted well into the Renaissance (with authors of catalogues of women also drawing
inspiration from Classical antecedents).
Written in circa. 1486 by the Dominican monk Heinrich Kramer, the Malleus Maleficarum was one of the
earliest witch-hunting manuals, offering a discourse on how witches could be identified and prosecuted.
Kramer refers to a number of these Roman writers, although he makes no distinction between poets, scholars
and playwrights, and uses their works to support his arguments as to the reality of witchcraft. To Kramer,
the merest mention of magic in a Latin text was proof that witches existed, thereby demonstrating an
opportunistic recourse to such texts to legitimise or sanction his anti-witch agenda. However, many of the
references used by Kramer are misquoted or mis-referenced, suggesting that he was not working with original
texts and was a particularly naïve reader of the material consulted. Accordingly, questions should be asked
regarding the influence of Latin texts on his work, particularly concerning his access to full texts as compared
to Latin primers and/or the works of grammarians.
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An Empire at War: Economic Disparities in the Roman Empire?
Lila Knight
University of Otago
lila.knight at hotmail.co.nz
The third century CE was a period of turmoil for the Roman Empire, as can be seen in the disastrous years
between 260-275. The emperor Valerian had been captured by the Sassanids; Rome was left scrambling, and
this allowed the Gallic Empire in the West and the Palmyrene Empire in the East the freedom to assert their
dominance and independence from Rome. The resultant need for increased military expenditure during these
years necessitated an increase in coin, which caused the massive and continuous debasement of the imperial
radiate. Yet, despite the unequal demand for coin from the various imperial branch mints and the general
chaos of the period, the imperial government tried to maintain a firm grasp on certain aspects of the economy.
This talk will argue that there was a policy of uniform debasement in the radiate – Rome’s standard silver
coin in the third century – across the imperial branch mints between 260-275, despite the apparent political
and military chaos of the period. This will be achieved through comparing the weight and silver content of
the radiates, analysed by King and Northover, from several imperial mints (Cope et al., 1997, 69-153). A
similar approach was attempted by Tyler, who concluded that there were unequal rates of debasement across
the Empire (Tyler, 1975, 1-26). Tyler’s work was met with great scepticism. While a comprehensive study has
yet to be conducted to conclusively disprove Tyler’s work, this talk argues against Tyler’s findings through
the use of more recent and more accurate analyses.
References:
1. P. Tyler, ‘The Persian Wars of the 3rd Century A.D. and Roman Imperial Monetary Policy, A.D. 25368’, Steiner 23 (1975) 1-26.
2. L.H. Cope, C.E. King, J.P. Northover, & T. Clay (eds.), Metal Analyses of Roman Coins Minted Under the Empire
(London 1997)
3. A. Watson, Aurelian and the Third Century (London 1999)
46

A Network Approach to Papal Conflict: The Laurentian Schism A.D. 498-514
Daniel Knox
Central European University and Universität Wien
knox_daniel at phd.ceu.edu
The Laurentian Schism (A.D. 498–514) is a religious conflict that is often caught in the crosswinds of
periodization. For medievalists it is often viewed as a stepping-stone in the narrative of papal primacy, while
for ancient historians it is subsumed into the wider political conflicts between Rome, Ravenna, and
Constantinople that marked the late fifth and early sixth centuries. Scholarship on the schism, which erupted
after two men, Symmachus and Laurentius, were both elected Bishop of Rome in 498, has focused largely on
the factions that supported each candidate (1, 2, 3) and the discourses they employed throughout the conflict
(3, 4). Both sides drew support from the Roman and Italian clergy, the Senate, and the wider Italian
aristocracy. Dividing support for the two candidates into factions can give a false impression of uniformity
and permanence to the motivations of those individuals that supported each candidate.
In order to build a more comprehensive understanding I argue that we need to view the support for
each candidate as permeable networks rather than cohesive factions. As well as understanding the motivations
of the candidates and their relationships with their supporters we also need to examine the relationships
between supporters and the often conflicting and evolving motivations they maintained.
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Spring lost: Representations of Androcide in Greek Literature and Art
Clemens Koehn
University of New England
ckoehn2 at une.edu.au
Since the early 2000s the term androcide is used in Genocide studies to label the systematic killing of men in
wartime. The paper uses this concept to analyse representations of male mass-killings in ancient times. It
contrasts the notion of the epic term androktasia, which treats the slaughter of men in war on the same level
as manslaughter/murder (androphonia) in peacetime, with the concept of heroic death in battle; these notions
offer different assessments of perpetrators and victims. In this context, I pay special attention to tragic
representations of disastrous military campaigns such as in Aeschylus’ Persians and Euripides’ Suppliants .
Another focus is on the fall of Troy. This was the role model for a disastrous war affecting whole populations
and the only real, if mythical, example for a planned genocide/androcide as the central part of Zeus’ plan to
eliminate the race of Heroes. Representations can be found in Aeschylus’ Agamemnon, as well as in the Trojan
trilogy of Euripides, especially his famous Trojan Women. It is argued that Euripides creates an almost epic
setting for the tragedy of the Trojan population, especially by describing the killing of the Trojan men not as
the result of the final fighting during the nocturnal capture of Troy, as in the epic tradition in Greek literature
and art, but as deliberate slaughtering in a civilian context. It is argued that Euripides thus provides the most
extreme genocidal representation of how the Trojans perished compared to any other artistic representation
in Antiquity.
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µελέτη τὸ πᾶν: A Computational Approach to Finding Research-Relevant Passages
Thomas Koentges
University of Leipzig and Harvard Center for Hellenic Studies
tkoentges at chs.harvard.edu
Over the last five years, the international Open Greek and Latin project (OGL)* has made almost thirty
million words of Ancient Greek text available under an open licence. The diverse corpus ranges from Ancient
commentary to medical texts and from philosophy to literature. With this increased availability, finding those
passages that might apply to any given research question is a challenge. This paper shows how LDA topic
modelling—that is, a statistical method to find recurring patterns of co-occurring words—can be employed
as a finding aid for qualitative research.
In a pilot study, the author applied topic modelling and tested whether a machine can be trained to
automatically identify philosophical passages. A comparison of the resulting topics and correlation analysis
helped to distil a numeric measure for philosophical text in Ancient Greek, thereby enabling us to trace
philosophical ideas. The measure worked well to identify works written by philosophers, but also to extract
individual passages from works by non-philosophers that nonetheless contain philosophical arguments. This
method represents a widely applicable, scalable, unbiased way to find research-relevant passages in a corpus
that is too large to be read in its entirety.
*OGL is an international collaboration between Harvard’s Library and Center for Hellenic Studies, Perseus
Digital Library, the University of Virginia Library, and Mount Allison and Leipzig Universities.
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Floods, Fire and Debt in Rome: Urban Risk and Societal Danger in the Late Republic and the Early
Principate
Ray Laurence
Macquarie University
ray.laurence at mq.edu.au
Rome was a city associated with flooding, sometimes seen as a portent, but this factor did not discourage
Roman cities being founded across the Western Empire in flood-plains and in close association with rivers.
This paper sets out to analyse how the risk of flooding has to be seen in the context of the more terrifying
fears of urban fires and the dangers of collapsing buildings. The approach taken in this paper shifts analysis
from the presence of fire and flood (see Toner 2013), towards a framework that sees the fear of danger
needing to be placated (drawing on comparative evidence e.g. Rose 2016). The paper analyse how the actuality
of fire and urban destruction crossed over from the urban lived experience of the city into the politics of the
late Republic and early principate. The risk to the city was attributed and explained with reference to those
who had nothing to lose apart from their debts (identified by e.g. Shaw 1975). The paper as a whole reevaluates “living conditions” through a framework of risk (a rather understudied topic). The evidence
underpinning the paper draws across literary and historical texts, as well as inscriptions.
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Extraordinary Slaughter: Genocide and Memory at Rome
Sarah Lawrence
University of New England
slawren4 at une.edu.au
The introduction of memory studies to the scholarship of genocide has turned the attention of the scholarly
community to the importance of testimony gleaned from both ‘victims’ and ‘perpetrators’. Discussions of
memory in the context of genocide, thus, tend to focus closely on oral interviews and to privilege the
collection of new, informal responses to the events. Scholars of the Roman world, on the other hand, have
very little access to the recollections of those who witnessed shocking violence first hand and our accounts
in general take the form of formal histories or biographies. In order to establish a sense of communal memory
at Rome, this paper focuses on exempla which – by their very nature – needed to speak to the common
recollection of memorable things. As a framework for establishing how a Roman might have responded to
genocide, the chapter examines the depiction of illegitimate killing, often in the form of unacceptable actions
in war, exempla. It becomes clear not only that exempla contain clear evocations of legitimate and illegitimate
uses of killing, but also that they suggest an extra-legal response to particularly egregious acts of illegitimate
killing based on the articulation of communal condemnation. This desire to use commemoration for the
purposes of condemnation forms an interesting tension with Roman conventions around damnatio
memoriae and speaks to the often underestimated moral authority of exempla.
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Health Care and the Elite Man: gender and virtus in Roman medicine
Samantha Levick
University of Queensland
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The concept of virtus played a central role in defining the public life of the elite Roman man (vir). This is
expressed most succinctly by Cicero, who speaks of those virtues associated with masculinity: ‘these we must
employ, if we wish to master virtus, or rather, if we wish to be men, since virtus is borrowed from vir.’ (Cic.
Tusc. 2.43). In order to maintain and display virtus, certain social expectations had to be met, particularly the
expectation of a man’s impenetrability and his dominant role within his domus. This concept further dictated
the public life of a Roman man by influencing how he may interact with subordinate social groups, such as
physicians (medici). This paper fills a gap in current scholarship by examining Roman health care through a
social and gendered lens and addressing how virtus influenced the health care that a Roman man could
acceptably receive. It argues that medici were not always his primary health care provider, due to the social
unease generated when a vir was forced to yield his home and body into the hands of a social subordinate.
Thus, domestic medicine would have been the primary source of health care for elite Roman men.
Additionally, religious medicine would have been utilised by this social group far more often than has been
previously appreciated. This adoption of a wide range of health care methods correlates with the medical
pluralism that pervaded late Republic and Imperial Rome.
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Visualising the Classical presence in Anne Carson’s Nox
Maxine Lewis
University of Auckland
maxine.lewis at auckland.ac.nz
Among a plethora of recent creative works that engage with Catullus’ poetry, Anne Carson’s Nox (2010) –
an elegy for her dead brother – stands out. Many writers respond to Catullus in work of a single, clearlydefined genre, and they generally use a narrow range of techniques to make use of the ancient poet’s writing.
For example, Anna Jackson’s poetic adaptations of Catullus all domesticate the Roman poet (Catullus for
Children 2003), while Helen Dunmore sticks to the genre of historical novel and consistently takes a
biographical approach to her Catullan source texts (Counting the Stars 2008). In Nox, however, Carson’s
response to Catullus ranges across lexical “dictionary” entries, translations, critical exegesis, first-person
essays, and prose poems. Carson also combines her Catullan intertext with references to other Classical
writers, from Herodotus to Hekataios.
Between lexicography and critical exegesis, Carson’s approach to Classical material appears, on the
surface, to be academic. Self-consciously academic use of Catullus within creative responses have a storied
place in Catullus’ reception, from the Renaissance (Gaisser 1993), to recent times, including in Josephine
Balmer’s translations and responses (2004 and 2013) and in New Zealand poetry (Tatum 2019).
In this paper, however, I argue Nox’s visuals - including collaged photographs, scanned letters, and
paintings – provide a vital emotional counterpoint to the overtly academic approach to the Classics presented
in the text. Close analysis of images such as the “egg and phoenix” shows how the visuals complement,
elaborate on, and even subvert themes which Carson introduces via Classical intertexts.
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Strabo and Augustan Egypt
Hugh Lindsay
University of Newcastle
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Strabo’s early imperial geographical work supplies a description of Egypt in Book 17 partly based on Strabo’s
residence in Alexandria in the 20s BC, and recently touched on by Nicolas Purcell in his contribution to The
Routledge Companion to Strabo (2017). This paper aims to explain how Strabo alters the focus from earlier
accounts of the country, particularly from the well-known excursus of Herodotus Book 2. As a Hellenistic
Greek writing after Actium, Strabo incorporates some of the changes encompassed by the Ptolemies, but is
more interested in promoting a pro-imperial reading of the country. He sees the last Ptolemies as corrupt and
venal, and, as part of his geographical focus, is greatly interested in the economic measures utilised by the
Roman prefects, as well as their military control over the province. I will demonstrate that there is far more
here than the travelogue of a scholar travelling up the Nile in the entourage of the prefect; rather Strabo’s
description aims to support the claims of the Augustan regime to have corrected abuses entrenched under
the Ptolemies, and to have put in place measures to ensure the ongoing prosperity of the country. He also
considers Egypt’s broader role in the region, and Augustan measures to ensure the transport of goods from
India and Arabia via the Red Sea through the Egyptian desert to Coptos and Alexandria, thus optimising
Roman revenues through import and export taxes.
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Ottoman evidence for ancient Gallipoli
Peter Londey, Mehmet Mehdi Ilhan, and Lachlan McColl
Australian National University
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Ancient historians can only gaze in wonder at the richness of Ottoman archival records, including population
and taxation records, which allow a fine-grained analysis of demography and economic production of local
areas within the Ottoman empire. Given that a lot of these records exist for the early modern period, well
before the industrial revolution, it becomes tempting to wonder whether the data in them can be a source of
insights into less well documented periods, including classical antiquity.
This paper will draw on exhaustive research in 16th century Ottoman records for the Gallipoli peninsula to
see what we might learn from them about the economic potential of the Thracian Chersonese in antiquity
and to throw light on the choices made by Archaic and Classical Greek colonists in settling the area, including
choices to leave some areas, apparently, more or less unoccupied. An ancient author described Sestos as “the
bread basket of the Peiraieus”: the Thracian Chersonese was not simply a key strategic point, but also a
potential source of real economic wealth. This paper will explore that potential.
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The Academic Legacy of Miss Marion Steven
Natalie Looyer
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Miss Marion Steven was one of few female academic Readers at the University of Canterbury in New Zealand
when she founded the James Logie Memorial Collection, a world-class teaching collection of classical
antiquities, for her students. Marion’s legacy emerges through oral history as one whose quiet perseverance
against gender and cultural prejudice richly influenced her community. In this paper I shall reflect on the
conversations that I had with family members, colleagues and past students of Marion, who remember
Marion’s impressive teaching practises and dedication to the Classics discipline. Marion’s academic legacy is
not defined by notoriety and publishing but rather by her foresight and generosity in providing lasting
teaching resources for generations of Classics students and in fostering the academic abilities of her students
and peers. My opportunity to tell Marion’s story coincides with recent efforts to promote the work of women
in the history of the Classics discipline in New Zealand and Australia.
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A tribunal of the urban prefect in Rome. A new functional hypothesis on the Hadrianic Auditoria
complex in the Forum of Trajan.
Antonio López García
University of Helsinki
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The 2008 archaeological excavation of the Auditoria, located in the surroundings of the Forum of Trajan
revealed a building complex composed of interconnected halls with lateral steps, a rich marble decoration,
and some secondary rooms. The building was founded in 125 AD., during emperor Hadrian’s reign. Two
statue pedestals dedicated by Fabius Felix Passifilus Paulinus, the urban prefect of Rome during the second
half of the 5th century AD., were discovered inside the complex. The comparison between the architectonic
morphology of the discovered structures and some administrative and legal buildings as the lateral stepped
curiae has allowed to provide a novel functional hypothesis for the complex.
This paper aims to analyze the sources concerning courtrooms located in Rome, the architectural typology
of tribunals, and the relationship between administrative activities and the magistracies operating in the
Imperial fora. We propose a new interpretation for the archaeological remains based on architecture and
written sources. The foundation of this building, perhaps, was related to the administrative and legal reforms
of Hadrian and the intensification of judicial activity from his Principate onwards. In addition, previous
studies regarding tribunalia have not found a specific place for the development of judicial activities of the
Praefectura Urbis from the 2nd century AD. to the Late Antiquity.
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The ‘barbarian’ Other: Roman collective identity versus Maximinus Thrax
Amanda Macauley
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In early 235CE, Severus Alexander was assassinated and replaced by the commander of legio IV Italica, G.
Julius Verus Maximinus Thrax. Without any pre-existing connections with the usual power players back in
Rome, Maximinus could either choose to provide social goods to build consensus or rely on the specific
support of his troops. The emperor chose the latter. Rome quickly took a united stance of resistance, the
populace ‘preferring to die before the altars than to stand by and see their country ravaged’ (Hdn. 7.3.6).
When news that the impeccably ‘Roman’ M. Antonius Gordianus Sempronianus had assumed leadership of
a rebellion in Carthage in early 238CE, the city erupted. Imperial symbols were destroyed, officials lynched,
and the body of the defeated Maximinus subjected to a subversion of the usual imperial funerary rites. The
collective violence that characterised urban resistance to the Thracian emperor had its foundations in a
deliberate campaign of Othering that presented Maximinus and his regime as a transgressive threat to cultural
norms. This paper will offer an analysis of how barbarian and ethnic stereotypes cued escalating performances
of popular justice in defence of Roman identity, which contributed to the creation of the revolutionary
situation of 238CE, where elites, soldiers, and civilians made bold, collective claims against the imperial
regime and each other.
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Conferring Kleos: the voicing of archaic vase-inscriptions
Anne Mackay
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Inscriptions on Attic black-figure vases can be categorised according to different functions: the naming of
mythological figures, the signatures of the potter and/or the painter, the praise of citizen-names as καλός,
second-person addresses to the viewer, occasional utterances of depicted figures, and the very rare
identification of context (excluding nonsense-inscriptions made up of jumbled Greek letters, and imitationinscriptions consisting of rows of small blobs). In recent years there has been a lot of scholarly attention paid
to vase-inscriptions in which variously individual categories have been analysed: for instance the assorted
essays edited by Yatromanolakis (2016), Hurwit’s monograph on signatures (2015), and the important article
by Osborne and Pappas (2007). This paper will more holistically examine the phenomenon of inscriptions in
the black-figure tradition, pointing out that although initially they start as text-messages, identifying figures
that are otherwise largely unmarked, they very soon become visually active and form part of the intended
impact of the picture, as well as being assimilated into the traditional formulation of recurrent mythological
figures, albeit in an optional capacity. Furthermore several inscription-categories can be seen to serve as
vehicles for conveying κλέος in the Homeric sense.
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Republican elogia and Augustus’ Res Gestae et Impensae
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Augustus’ Res Gestae et Impensae belongs to the genre of the elogium, which covers not only tomb inscriptions
but also is connected with laudationes delivered at the funerals of Roman nobles. The genre can also include
honorific inscriptions set up even during the life of a prominent citizen. There are numerous examples extant
of this genre from the middle and late republic. This paper analyses a range of elogia, such as those of various
Cornelii Scipiones from the ‘Tomb of the Scipios’, the inscriptions set up by Pompeius in temples at the time
of his triumph in 61 BC, and the summary of the career of Marius, one of the retrospective elogia attached to
the statues of past great figures in the Augustan forum. This analysis shows the common elements – offices
held, victorious campaigns, building activities from war booty, special honours. The Res Gestae et Impensae ‘may
be regarded as a development out of such elogia, more elaborate indeed, just as Augustus’ achievements were
more grandiose’ (Brunt and Moore, 1967). Cooley on the other hand thinks it to be sui generis (Cooley, 2009).
This paper asks: were new elements added by Augustus to the genre? And if so, what might be the import of
those new elements?
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Reading Wim Botha’s Dead Laocoön in South Africa
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From Gotthold Lessing (1766) to Clement Greenberg (1940), the marble Laocoön sculpture from classical
antiquity has long been used as a catalyst for discussions on the language and meaning of art (v. d. Watt, n.d.:
141). The South African artist, Wim Botha, continues such meditations through his iconic Prism 10 (Dead
Laocoön) sculpture of 2014 by producing a ‘refracted’ and abstracted version modelled in polystyrene, cut with
a hot-wire and chainsaw, and cast in bronze. For Botha, the ancient Laocoön serves as a laboratory of human
emotion as well as of artistic process, and represents what van der Watt calls a tipping point between ‘holding
on and letting go’ (v. d. Watt, n.d.: 145). This paper investigates this instance of reception of Classical antiquity
in a contemporary South African context. Interviews with the artist illuminate the complicated relationship
between colonial past and ‘post-everything’ present in a country trying to decolonize, reclaim its past and
reshape its identity. The paper presents a critique of Laocoön’s value in this context: as antitype, ideal, or as
a point of departure (Squire, 2018: xii). I argue that the power of Botha’s Dead Laocoön lies in the delicate
tension between subversion and homage.
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The vote in Cicero’s political philosophy
Sean McConnell
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In his law-code for the best state, Cicero decrees that votes are to be known by the best citizens (the optimates)
but free to the common people: voting is to be open, not secret (Leg. 3.33). This law, Cicero claims, grants
the appearance of liberty (libertatis species), preserves the auctoritas of the optimates, and promotes harmony
between the classes (Leg. 3.39). It has been seen as Cicero’s own conservative reaction to historical shifts in
Roman voting practices, in particular the introduction of the secret ballot (Hall 1998, Vishnia 2008), and as a
reworking of a similar law in Plato’s Laws (Annas 2013). In this paper I offer a further suggestion: the law can
be best understood in the context of Cicero’s engagement with Plato’s Republic, and in particular his agreement
with Plato that the best should rule. But how to ensure that people consent to be ruled by the best? In Plato’s
Republic it is the promulgation of the noble lie and the mysterious management of the nuptial number that
allow the philosopher-kings to rule. There is no real libertas, and the common people acquiesce as a result of
psychological conditioning essentially from birth. It is a ‘top-down’ model. Cicero instead develops the line
that voting plays the key role. He envisions a ‘bottom-up’ model in which the people identify and bestow
honour on the best, indicating their consent to be ruled. This ‘bottom-up’ aspect helps explain some of the
curious features of the voting law in De legibus.
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Poor Offerings by Late Antique Peasants: Ritual Agency in North African Temples
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Archaeological evidence for pagan ritual after the time of Constantine has long been treated with suspicion
by historians of late antique religion. Caseau writes, ‘comparing the poor offerings to a spring by some Early
Medieval peasants to elaborate processions and rituals shows just how much Christian apologists and bishops
have had their way in defining paganism.’[1].
In this paper I use the often-overlooked evidence of small finds from temples to illustrate the diverse
ways that African worshippers used objects to express their devotion to the gods in the 4th – 6th centuries
A.D. I aim to interpret these poor offerings on their own terms, without reading them through other forms
of evidence such as Christian polemic, or as substitutes for the types of evidence we lack.
I argue that the increase in production and consumption of luxury finewares in the North African
countryside created new opportunities for individual religious expression. The accessibility and broad
adaptability of these items allowed for a high degree of individual creativity in their use. Rather than following
a single formula unique to either particular gods or to the North Africa region, individuals were free to
incorporate a broad range of religious ideas borrowed from various religions and locations throughout the
empire. Rather than seeing this period as a time of increasing repression and conformity, late antiquity should
be seen as a time of prolific religious experimentation. I argue this experimentation was intrinsic to the process
of shaping Christianity and its relationship with the Roman state.
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Emotions, memory, and the wrath of Achilles: observations from cognitive psychology
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Homer’s Iliad begins, truly, in medias res. We are quickly plunged into a turmoil of emotions. The dominant
emotion is the all-consuming anger of Achilles on being dishonoured by Agamemnon. What Achilles takes
away from this encounter is a vivid memory of what has occurred; this memory fuels his continuing
resentment, even as his Achaean comrades fall in battle; it leads to his resistance to the embassy from
Agamemnon. But what the audience takes away from those early scenes is confusion: how could the
individual who is introduced as the hero of this tale abandon his comrades – and the Achaean enterprise itself
– so readily?
Psychology tells us that when emotions are aroused in the course of an event those emotions have a
positive impact on memory: that is, emotional content can enhance the vividness, accuracy, completeness,
and longevity of one’s memory for an event. But the impact of emotion has negative effects too. Particularly
interesting for the case of Achilles is a phenomenon described as ‘narrowing of attention’: under certain
circumstances emotion promotes memory for details central to an emotion-laden event but it does so at the
expense of details at the periphery.
I re-evaluate Achilles’ responses to Agamemnon in Book 1, and his behaviour in subsequent books of
the Iliad, in the light of psychological literature addressing memory for emotion-charged events; the regulation
of emotions; the persistence of painful memories; and the ‘narrowing of attention’.
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Tales of mythological adultery in Juvenal’s first satire
Sally Moncrieff
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sally_moncrieff at hotmail.com
The conventional reading of lines 52-4 of Juvenal’s first satire suggests that the four mythological references
contained in these lines are essentially random; the passage is merely a list of epic subjects, treated lightly for
comedic purposes. This paper argues for a re-evaluation of the significance of these references, as the myths
are actually thematically linked. Each myth is associated with adultery. The lines refer to Heracles*, Diomedes,
the Minotaur and the story of Daedalus and Icarus in quick succession. Heracles was famously born from an
adulterous liaison. Diomedes returned home from the Trojan War to find his wife in a relationship with
another man. The Minotaur was conceived from Pasiphae’s infidelity. Finally, although the link to adultery in
the story of Daedalus and Icarus is not immediately obvious, Daedalus was the craftsman who enabled the
queen’s affair with the Cretan Bull. These adulterous mythological narratives are followed in lines 55-6 by a
similar contemporary situation, a husband overlooking and enabling his wife’s infidelity, creating an implicit
comparison between myth and contemporary vice. The inclusion of these specific myths, juxtaposed with
the iniquities of Juvenal’s countrymen, furthers one of the satire’s central themes, that the genres of epic and
satire are more similar than they first appear, as both are concerned with vice on a grand scale. As this passage
of Juvenal shows, even seemingly random mythological references can be subtly used to advance the satirist’s
agenda.
*Juvenal refers to Heracles, not Hercules, due to scansion issues.
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The quaestio repetundarum and institutional reform in the Roman republic
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This paper takes a fresh look at the quaestio repetundarum (extortion court) as a case-study of institutional reform
in the Roman republic. The first lex repetundarum, the lex Calpurnia of 149 BCE, responded to a systemic
problem (extortion by Roman magistrates) by establishing a new type of institution: the quaestio repetundarum,
Rome’s first standing court and a model for other quaestiones perpetuae (e.g. Betts and Marshall 2013).
Subsequent laws addressed shortcomings in the original statute and transformed the lex repetundarum from a
purely restitutionary mechanism into a kind of charter for magistrates in the provinces (e.g. Lintott 1981).
However, an institution designed to address one problem produced systemic side-effects, including the
enhanced political power of the equestrian order and a destabilising tug-of-war over jury composition. After
Sulla, the question of the tribunician powers was also linked with the problems of the provinces and the
courts (Cic. Verr. 1.44). Moreover, Romans eventually recognised the limitations of the extortion court as a
means of controlling individual behaviour, leading reformers to look beyond the lex repetundarum to other and
more ‘holistic’ solutions, notably the lex Pompeia de provinciis of 52 BCE, which sought to combat both
extortion and electoral bribery by modifying the career-track of Roman magistrates (Morrell 2017). By
reassessing these developments as processes of institutional reform, this paper highlights the capacity of
republican Romans to think and act in terms of systemic problems and solutions, and affirms the relevance
of ‘reform’ as a concept in the study of the Roman republic.
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Arrian’s Manipulation of Time: Another look at Gaugamela
Gary Morrison
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Alexander’s victory at Gaugamela was the decisive battle against Darius. As such, it does not surprise that the
battle is the subject of extensive analysis, with the focus tending to be historical reconstructions, and/or
strategic and tactical analysis [e.g. Devine, 1986]. As part of these investigations the lead up to the battle is
duly reconstructed, with the only point of contention usually an apparent mistake in Arrian’s chronology.
However, even this error is little more than a footnote in most accounts, not influencing, in any significant
way, likely events [Bosworth, 1980]. In this paper, I will take a closer look at Arrian’s “error” and ultimately
suggest that this was not a chronological mistake. Rather, it seems that Arrian deliberately manipulates
“narrative time” in order to blur “historical time”. While I propose possible reasons as to why Arrian does
this, how he does it is equally notable, in particular Arrian’s use of the night and the carefully constructed
exchanges between Alexander and Parmenio. My analysis of the exchanges not only reinforces Arrian’s
manipulation of time. It explores the space between word and deed [Chaplin, 2011] to better understand
Arrian’s intentions. As a result, we gain new insights into Arrian’s literary methodologies that, in turn,
influence his historical representations.
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Investigating institutions: the role of the pomerium in power and organisation in the Roman
Republic
Sally Mubarak
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When considering the pomerium in Rome, most people think of a geographical boundary that delineated the
edge of Rome’s urban zone, and was, if not physical, then fixed and definite. The pomerium was, however,
more than this. It grew, shifted, and evolved. Indeed, it could be considered as one of the Republic’s most
prominent institutions. It was a system which moderated social rules and structured social interactions. The
pomerium was not only the physical and conceptual boundary between the spheres domi and militiae, but was
also a vital touchstone for the organisation of power in the Roman Republic. The Romans used the pomerium
to help structure and define the transformation of power and the status of individuals (Livy, 34.52). And the
divisions of ‘at home’ and ‘at war’ were significant in the role they played for defining the power of consuls,
tribunes, and other magistrates. Ritual pompae, such as the pompa triumphalis, and the pompa funebris, demonstrate
the role of the pomerium as a boundary which, when crossed ritually, symbolised a change in the network of
relationships and identities which underpinned Roman society. In some ways, the pomerium can be viewed as
an evolving mechanism of socio-political organisation, rather than as an expanding borderline. This paper
aims to further the discussion on how the pomerium operated in the Roman Republic by viewing it as an
institution, and not a geographic marker, which was used by the Romans for a number of conversations to
take place in the socio-political realm.
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Pre-Hamiltonian Vase Collecting
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The publication of Sir William Hamilton’s first vase collection in Antiquités étrusques, grecques, et romaines tirées
du cabinet de M. Hamilton in 1767 is considered by many to be the pivotal moment when ancient Greek vases
began to swiftly gain value as collectable objects. There is an assumption that Greek vases were of little value
to collectors before the eighteenth century, and that there had not been any systematic collecting undertaken
in the post-antique period until this time. This narrative is challenged by evidence found in manuscripts,
letters, literature, and art which reveals that there were collectors within Italy who were interested in displaying
and acquiring painted Greek vases during the Renaissance. This presentation focuses on the Venetian
collector, Andrea Vendramin, who created a series of manuscripts documenting his collection of art and
curiosities in the early seventeenth century. One of these manuscripts is entirely devoted to illustrating his
collection of antique vases. Vendramin’s drawings present a different way of looking at and depicting vases
than we are used to, one which is in stark contrast to the lavish illustrations of the Hamilton volumes.
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Quintus Fabius Maximus and the Augustan Policy on the Limes
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Quintus Fabius Maximus Cunctator was one of the most prominent characters of the Hannibalic War. As
stated by Ennius (book 12, fr. 1), Fabius’ fortune was not immediate among his countrymen, but his actual
virtus was only appreciated retrospectively, after the disaster of Cannae in 216 BCE. The peculiarity of
Fabius is that, in the context of the heroic characters of the early-middle Republic, he introduces a radical
change in the perception of the honos among the Roman leading élites. Before him, the possibility of
obtaining honos through great personal deeds was considered the highest service that a civis could offer to
the Republic. After Fabius, the safety of the res publica becomes more important than individual honos and
virtus in battle.
Such model becomes again present in the propaganda at the time of Augustus. The first princeps pursued an
aggressive military policy on the Roman borders from the annexation of Egypt in 30 BCE until the defeat
of Teutoburg in 9 CE. After the shock on the Germanic limes, Augustus presented the military defeat as his
own choice to prefer peace and common safety over his own personal glory in battle. There are a few hints
in the available sources (Suetonius and Augustus himself above all) that in doing so Augustus justified his
own change of military policy by using the model of Fabius Maximus. The aim of this paper is to assess the
importance of the model of Fabius Maximus in Augustan propaganda.
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The macellum of empire in Varro and beyond
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M. Terentius Varro, the Roman polymath (c. 115 - 27 BCE), provides early textual evidence for the origin,
form, function, and cultural valuation of the macellum. By Varro’s day, this market boasted all sorts of prestige
foodstuffs, many supplied or financed through Rome’s acquisition of empire. It is this macellum that Varro
returns to in Menippeae, Antiquitates, De Lingua Latina, and De Re Rustica. At the same time, Varro himself
participated extensively in Rome’s imperialism and is a central figure in the intellectual and cultural
revolution(s) various scholars have theorized (esp. Moatti [1997] and Wallace-Hadrill [2008]). This paper
brings these various strands into dialogue with one another. The first half explores the literary evidence,
arguing that Varro’s various, sometimes countervailing, approaches to the macellum present it as a
simultaneously popular and elite institution predicated on the collection, display, and consumption of the
fruits of empire, which his writings both satirize and rationalize. The second half then assesses the influence
of Varro’s seriocomic approach on later ideologies of consumption and empire--particularly as found in
Vitruvius, Columella, Pliny the Elder, and Aulus Gellius.
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Collecting and Consuming Diversity in Imperial Rome
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Ovid’s Ars Amatoria and Pliny’s Natural History both exemplify and popularize elite impulses toward collecting
and consuming tokens of Rome’s ethnic and geographical variety, from humans to exotic animals and
pigments. This paper integrates Elsner and Cardinal’s concept of the “collector’s compulsion” with work on
cosmopolitanism (Edwards and Woolf), variety (Fitzgerald), and color (Bradley) to argue that these early
imperial writers advance an aesthetics of diversity that channels imperial violence into symbolic visual form.
The Ars Amatoria celebrates Rome for making goods and bodies from all over the known world available to
urban consumers across the socioeconomic spectrum, rendering them all armchair conquistadors and
imperial colluders. To Pliny, Rome’s acquisition of exotic objets made the city a miniature of the universe while
feeding popular appetites for ever more ecologically and morally destructive entertainments and imports.
Strikingly, both writers represent diversity in potted, controllable forms that enable even non-elites to share
the psychology of ‘being on top’ and to rehearse the structural violence that maintained imperial hierarchies.
The paper will conclude by asking how Roman imperial connections between valuing diversity and exploiting
others can inspire positive change in modern diversity measures.
References:
1. Bradley, Mark. 2009. Colour and Meaning in Ancient Rome. Cambridge.
2. Edwards, Catherine, and Greg Woolf, eds. 2006. Rome the Cosmopolis. Cambridge.
3. Elsner, John, and Roger Cardinal. 1994. The Cultures of Collecting. London.
4. Fitzgerald, William. 2016. Variety: The Life of a Roman Concept. Chicago.

59

Memory flaws: the good, the bad, and the ugly in late antique memory studies
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Collective or cultural memory has been a central concept in many disciplines for some decades and has more
recently been taken up in classics and late antique studies as well. Indeed, the periodization of late antiquity
as a separate era reflects the claim that cultural memory provides a framework through which people
understand their present. But as is well known, there is no cohesive theory of collective or cultural memory
and no set methodologies for memory studies and few practictioners engage deeply with these issues. At
times, lines between cultural memory and reception, tradition and intertextuality are also blurred. This makes
it difficult to evaluate and compare studies. In this short paper I draw on classical (e.g. Minchin 2001, 2012;
Galinsky 2016), late antique (e.g. Castelli 2004) and modern studies (Andersen and Törnquist-Plewa 2017)
both good and bad, as well as from critiques (Confino 1998, Kansteiner 2002, Berliner 2005, Keightley 2010,
Algazi 2014 etc.) to reflect on different approaches and pitfalls under the general questions: What is the utility
of memory studies for late antiquity? What distinguishes them from other approaches? What makes memory
studies unforgettable instead of unusable?
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Beryl Rawson, magna mater
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The family, in its many, various, and constantly changing forms, is a fundamental structure of almost all
societies, including Australia and New Zealand in the 21st century. As we constantly rethink what we mean
by family and how we deal with perceived factors such as falling birth rates and changing attitudes to marriage,
understanding the history of the family is essential. That the family was likewise both fundamental and
complex in the ancient Roman world is something that has emerged in the last fifty years, thanks in no small
part to Australasian scholars of the humanities. As one of the most significant figures in Australasian Classics,
and as an internationally recognised scholar in the study of the Roman family, it is fitting to mark the tenth
anniversary of the death of Professor Beryl Rawson (1933-2010), formerly professor of Classics at ANU, at
this year’s ASCS conference. My aim is not only to talk about her pioneering leadership in developing the
field of the study of the ancient family and Roman children, as well as the support and inspiration she
provided to so many who followed her and the profound impact she had on the discipline, but also to
consider some of the challenges she faced as a young Australian woman early in her career, the determination
with which she worked, and the ways that her work was received in later years.
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Julius Solinus’ Collectanea Rerum Memorabilium is a description of wondrous natural, zoological and
anthropological phenomena presented within a geographical framework. A large part of this work consists,
however, of the collection of mirabilia involving animals (including a rather peculiar obsession with snakes
and reptiles) to the extent that the description of different geographical areas, mentioned by the author in the
preface as the ultimate purpose of the Collectanea, often appears as a mere pretext for the introduction of
lengthy excursuses on exotic beasts and their peculiarities. Some scholars see Solinus’ taste for
paradoxography as part of an imperialistic encyclopaedic project and as a testament to the greatness of the
Roman Empire, through the assertion that memoria equals knowledge, and knowledge equals universal power,
while one scholar goes as far as suggesting that the zoological paragraphs of the Collectanea be read as a
catalogue of circus animals with instructions on their capture and consequent transport to Rome. This paper
explores the idea that Solinus’ description of animals should be interpreted as a sign of the author’s genuine
interest in the preservation of the wonders of the earth, and that his concept of nature’s providence be seen
as an encouragement for his contemporaries to live in harmony with the world.
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‘These heaven-bound dung beetles’: Late Roman Attitudes Towards Slaves Entering the Clergy
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The fourth-century theologian Gregory of Nazianzus considered the entry of slaves and freedmen into the
clergy as debasing the church, calling bishops drawn from slave stock ‘heaven-bound dung beetles’. Such
sentiments were shared by the broader church hierarchy and imperial government of the day with council
canons, episcopal rescripts, and imperial laws all prohibiting the ordination of slaves. However, despite such
proscriptions, the ordination of slaves was widespread. Indeed, on more than one occasion we find Gregory
himself ordaining slaves. This inconsistency prompts two interlinked questions that this paper seeks to
address: why was the ordination of slaves and freedmen so problematic for the post-Constantinian church,
and what were the drivers that led men such as Gregory to ignore its prohibition? In recent years, scholars
such as Chris de Wet and Jennifer Glancy have utilised the study of slavery to provide remarkable insight into
the development of early Christianity. However, since Engbert Jonkers’ seminal article of 1942, the topic of
slave ordination has not received significant attention. This is a critical lacuna. As Kyle Harper has
demonstrated, the subject of slavery can provide an invaluable insight into the contours of Christianisation,
and slave-ordination represents the phenomenon in which traditional Roman slavery came into its most direct
contact with the emerging Christian institution. Using Gregory’s Ep. 79 as its focus, this paper demonstrates
that despite its potential for social destabilisation, slave ordination proved to be a tempting recruitment
strategy for ecclesiasts operating in a crowded religious marketplace.
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“You forgot that it is a woman that you are trying to comfort”: female addressees of Seneca the
Younger’s consolations
Natalia Polikarpova
University of Newcastle
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While Seneca the Younger’s philosophical treatises and tragedies have been the subject of extensive
scholarship, less attention has been drawn to his contribution to the consolatory tradition of antiquity. Among
the texts traditionally ascribed to Seneca at least five (including Epistles 63 and 99) can be referred to as the
genre of consolatio.
Two of the consolations, namely Ad Marciam and Ad Helviam Matrem, while addressed to women, focus on
one of the core qualities of the stoic wise man, apatheia. Moreover, the texts contain a number of seemingly
laudatory statements about women’s abilities in general, and the addressees’ outstanding qualities (such as
virtus) and achievements in particular. This approach to ‘writing women’ in these two dialogues may have
contributed to the scholarly interpretation of stoicism as a pro(to)-feminist philosophy [1]. However, I suggest
that on closer examination of the methods by which Seneca constructs the female addressees, there are
significant signs of objectification that stand far away from the idea of the equality of the sexes. My
presentation will thereby facilitate an understanding of the extent to which chosen women and their personal
stories were used by Seneca in attempts to promote his own agenda and interests, and not to advance the
position of women.
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The Inventiveness of Robert Graves’ I, Claudius
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Having been educated at Charterhouse, Graves showed sufficient aptitude in Greek and Latin to be granted
a Classics exhibition scholarship at Oxford. Although he chose to study English Language and Literature
instead, he maintained an interest in the ancient world. I, Claudius (1934) was his first substantial reconnection
with Rome as well as a major publishing success. Analysis of the novel has tended to concentrate on its
historical form, both in terms of authenticity and as a reflection of the rhetorical nature of history writing
(Bennett and Kennedy/Gorman in Gibson 2015). Graves was proud of his research, sharply reacting to
allegations that his novel was a mere rewriting of Suetonius and Tacitus, while the dispute between Pollio and
Livy (ch. 9) has attracted considerable scholarly attention. In this paper, I concentrate on Graves’ use of more
obscure material, such as the depiction of Claudius’ tutor and later Head Master of the boys’ school, Cato, a
mash-up of the grammaticus, Valerius Cato (no relation to the elder Cato) and English schoolboy literature,
or his nurse, the kidnapped ex-priestess from Seneca the Elder’s Declamations. When drawing on historical
sources, Graves often makes deliberate ‘corrections’, as when Cassius Chaerea is first introduced by Tacitus
as a bit-player in the mutinies of AD 14. Graves has already invented Chaerea’s participation in gladiatorial
games at Rome and narrated how he escaped the Varian massacre, so the novelist can note that the mutiny
is in fact the third time appearance of Chaerea.
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The Handmaidens’ Tale: Margaret Atwood’s Re-vision of the Odyssey
Karen Possingham
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It is one of the tenets of Reception Theory that modern receptions of an ancient text reflect back on the
original source to ask new questions or re-examine previous interpretations (Hardwick 2003). By re-telling
the Odyssey from the perspective of Penelope and her twelve handmaidens, Margaret Atwood’s 2005 novella,
The Penelopaid, subverts the return story to focus more on Odysseus’ violent punishment of the handmaidens
for disloyal behaviour with the suitors. Although there has been much scholarly debate over the necessity of
the suitors’ deaths, the treatment of the handmaidens has rarely been examined (Silk 2004). This paper will
argue that, in giving the previously silenced and marginalised slave-women a voice, Atwood encourages the
modern reader to see the Homeric nostos story from a different point of view, questioning the traditional
patriarchal reading of the poem. Yet, as a post-modernist writer, Atwood also casts doubt on the reliability
of any version of the truth, including Penelope’s version of events (Suzuki 2007). But, as a result of Atwood’s
feminist re-telling of the Odyssey, Homer’s ambivalent portrayal of Odysseus’ anger and his violent treatment
of the handmaidens emerges more clearly, revealing the unsettling and ethically problematic side of revenge
narratives (Hogan 2011).
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Scipio’s Inheritance: Techniques of Public Presentation in Rome Prior to the Second Punic War
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Scipio Africanus is normally described as an extraordinary general and politician, whose exploits, charisma,
and innovative techniques for self-promotion enabled him to reach unparalleled prominence. His public
presentation has been interpreted as a product of both Roman and Hellenistic influences (Haywood 1933,
Scullard 1930 and 1970, Gabriel 2008). The level of Hellenistic influence has, however, probably been underestimated, especially from the 3rd Century BC. Not only was the ‘Roman’ background itself influenced by
Greek borrowings from an early time, but the century prior to Scipio’s rise to prominence saw a string of
remarkable honours at Rome which seem best understood with reference to Hellenistic practices and ideas.
The examples of Alexander the Great and his successors were important as precedents for Scipio. Fabricius
Luscinus (cos. 282, 278), a hero against the Samnites and Pyrrhus, was buried in the city, something like a
founder (Cic. Leg. 2.58; Plut. Mor. 282f-283a). Metellus, Duilius, and Catulus received extraordinary honours
during the First Punic War as elite competition sought new ways to promote new types and levels of
achievement outside Italy. Developments in the influence of Hellenistic literature and art on Rome brought
further innovations in the presentation of power and public image. This paper, then, seeks to re-examine the
formation of Scipio Africanus’ public image by applying new insights to the powerful discourse of political
promotion that he inherited, embodied, and exploited.
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Solving Problems through Katasterismos: Classical Reception in Zeustian Logic
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For over 2500 years have Classical myths provided humans with coping-mechanisms to overcome the
adversities of life, such as violence and death. Wellington writer Sabrina Malcolm’s 2017 young adult novel
Zeustian Logic illustrates how Classical myth helps a teenager come to terms with his father’s death and his
own feelings of helplessness and violence. So far nothing except a short survey entry has been published on
this quite recent novel which deals with topics which are as relevant today as they were in antiquity.
Kelburn teenager Tuttle is interested in astronomy and the Greek myths behind the names of the
constellations. He is particularly impressed with Zeus’ ability to blast his enemies into the sky. After his
frustration leads him to commit a violent act, Tuttle starts to see Zeus’ violent methods critically. Instead he
uses mythology creatively, helping him reconnect with his family and commemorate his deceased father.
My paper will explore the impact of Classical references on this contemporary young adult novel, on the
one hand, and how this NZ novel, on the other hand, helps to make Classics relevant to today’s young
readers. It will closely analyse the mythical material the novel employs, discussing which myths the author
chooses in order to engage with the topics of violence and death and how she adapts these stories to suit her
literary genre.
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How many Romans voted in elections?
David Rafferty
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How many Romans voted in electoral comitia? Few, according to the consensus among modern scholars.
Macmullen, Jehne and (at greatest length) Mouritsen have argued that the Saepta, the monumental voting
enclosure begun by Caesar and finished by Agrippa, could hold at most 40,000 people, and that the apolitical
nature of the elections rendered them irrelevant to most citizens. However, the evidence does not support
this contention. Indeed, while the evidence cannot be pressed to prove either high or low turnout, it does
indicate voters far from Rome could be important in elections. There are examples of elections which took a
long time and so presumably involved the participation of many voters (e.g. Livy 37.47), but we cannot show
them to be typical. Other arguments must be found.
This paper takes an institutional approach to the question by looking at the incentives operating on
candidates, elites, and ordinary voters. The key factor was the peculiar Roman practice of the multiple vote,
which meant elections were not a zero-sum game for candidates. This in turn meant it was in everyone’s
interest to bring as many useful voters as possible to Rome. While the Fifth Class and the landless proletarii
may not have been required, that mass of Roman citizens in the first four census classes had valuable votes
to dispose of. They also had considerable freedom of action.
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Run, Delphis, Run – Imagery and Stereotypes of Greek Athletes in Theocritus’ Second Idyll
Dan Rankin
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Theocritus’ second Idyll is a lively and humorous tale of a girl, Simaetha, attempting to ensnare her errant
lover, Delphis the Athlete, through a magical love-charm. Much about it is still poorly understood, however,
and scholarship to date has focused almost exclusively on Simaetha with approaches drawn from the study
of ancient magic (e.g. Burton 1995, Gow 1973, Curtis 2015). This paper will therefore consider Delphis’
symbolism and imagery from the disciplinary perspective of ancient athletics. It will be demonstrated that the
transitory lifestyle and impermanent residence of an athlete is fundamental to the poem’s narrative structure,
which explores a theme of female control over male sexuality through marriage and magic and how Delphis
escapes it by (quite literally) running away. Building on this, it will be argued that the poem is set in Theocritus’
home polis of Syracuse and is centered around an athletic contest for its cult of Ortygian Artemis. Finally, the
paper will explore the rare opportunity the Idyll presents to study professional athletes in everyday life outside
of specifically athletic literature, and will suggest that the poem invokes a stereotype of professional athletes
as womanizers and seducers which is not apparent from other Hellenistic literary evidence.
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Beyond the Curator: A history of Women at the Nicholson Museum
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The Nicholson Museum at the University of Sydney has been overseen by an honorary curator throughout
most of its history. This role, salaried between 1870-1895 before becoming honorary postion filled by a
Professor from Classics or Archaeology 1903-2005, has been exclusively filled by men. However, since the
1890s many women have helped shape the collections in both professional and supportive roles. The stories
of women are too often obscured in the history of institutions by the tendency to focus on the leading man.
To reveal the history of women in museums we must look beyond the curator.
From behind-the-scenes administrators, educators and antiquity buyers to excavators, scholars and
‘wives’, this paper will focus on new archival research that has drawn out the many and varied roles that have
been filled by women at the Nicholson Museum. This research will also look at contemporaneous
acknowledgement practices and question how time impacts the visibility of women’s contributions. We will
seek to understand how women have, over the first 150 years of this institution’s history, help shape its
collections and contribute to the Nicholson’s standing as a world class archaeology and antiquities museum.
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Does Paper Beat Stone? Ps.-Demosthenes’ Account of the League of Corinth
Bill Richardson
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Studies of the League of Corinth under Philip II and Alexander the Great are hampered by an extreme lack
of sources for the structure of its institutions. Two main documents survive, an inscription, IG ii2 236,
recording the oath taken by the member states, and a short work preserved within the Demosthenic corpus,
but attributed to Ps.-Demosthenes. Of these two sources, the inscription has more often received the greater
attention, with Ps.-Demosthenes generally relegated to a position of lesser influence.
This paper seeks to provide a greater degree of consideration on the merits of Ps.-Demosthenes as a
source for the institutional structure of the League. It asks three main questions. First, it will examine the
authenticity of the work and any subsequent impact this has upon the quality of information provided.
Second, the specific language used by Ps.-Demosthenes will be discussed, to pinpoint the manner in which
specific aspects of the League are illustrated. Finally, comparisons will be made between the information
preserved by the inscription in order to construct the most detailed depiction of the League as possible. As a
result, it will be demonstrated that Ps.-Demosthenes is just as important for a holistic understanding of the
League of Corinth as the inscription, if not more so, and this paper argues that this work deserves far greater
consideration.
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The Epistolary Character of Marcus Caelius Rufus
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This paper examines a selection of letters written by Marcus Caelius Rufus, a young and complex character
in the late Roman Republic. They were written in the years immediately before the outbreak of the civil war,
51-50 BCE, and appear to be solid examples of a friendly and familiar style. The relationship between writer
and addressee is an important consideration, as being too unfamiliar or too strained will often produce writing
heavy with politeness and standard formulations. These are hugely important to the Roman elite who had
very particular ideas about how to communicate and what form of address to use (Dickey, p. 2). But when
communicating with an intimate friend, these stilted formalities can fall away and allow the writer’s self to
shine through (Malherbe, p. 2).
So this study aims to determine elements of character by observing variations in the style and the manner
of writing employed, to read between the lines and discover how letter writers present themselves to their
audience by being polite or impolite, by asking for favours (something fraught with social danger – see Hall,
2009), and by showing their concern for an addressee. Previous scholarship on letter writing in the ancient
world is largely concerned with what function epistolary writing techniques serve, while this paper aims to
determine what a letter writing technique actually says about a person, in addition to providing sociolinguistic
and biographical data from the ancient world relevant to how people communicate in different contexts.
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Home is where the Harpies are: Dorothy L. Sayers’ Gaudy Night and the Aeneid
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The Aeneid echoes strangely through Dorothy L. Sayers’ Gaudy Night (1935). The poison pen letters that
precipitate the story use Virgil’s horrendous Harpies as figures for the novel’s women dons, and throughout
this classic work of detective fiction Virgilian allusions continue thick and fast. This paper argues that Sayers
is not merely paying tribute to her Oxford setting, nor using quotation only to underscore her female
characters’ unpleasant erudition (“as an emblem of the hard-hearted bluestocking whose educational
ambitions lead her to warp and deform her womanly nature”, Cox, 2015: 162) and/or their failings as readers
of clues (Hurst, 2006: 207-11). Nor is the novel’s engagement with the Aeneid restricted to quotation from
Aeneid 3, as scholarly discussions to date suggest. I will uncover a network of Virgilian allusions throughout
the novel, particularly to the Aeneid’s female characters, and will demonstrate how they aid in the work’s
participation in contemporary “debates about women’s education and marriage” (Hurst, 2006: 207). Sayers’
complex engagement with Virgil’s epic reveals Gaudy Night as an important and under-examined example of
the ways in which women writers of the 20th and 21st centuries use the Aeneid to speak of their own
preoccupations and concerns. Her work mounts a challenge to the dominant voices not only of the
misogynists in the text but also of her male contemporaries (Ziolkowski, 1993), when her heroine, Harriet
Vane, offers her own artistic response to the Aeneid as she struggles with the tensions between a scholarly life
and the emotions.
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Cura Annonae: Senatorial Engagement in Rome’s Grain Supply
Tonya Rushmer
University of Sydney
trus3302 at uni.sydney.edu.au
Across the Late Republic, Rome saw a sizeable increase in population, naturally straining the existing food
supply, but feeding its citizens necessarily remained an issue for Rome’s leaders, as food riots were
substantially larger than those motivated by any other issue. Regularly the Roman Senate is at best seen as
incompetent, and at worst actively oppositional regarding any efforts to improve the food supply to the city
of Rome. However, I will argue that the senate responded to the issue, both with traditional and novel
methods, and these methods continued under the new administration of the Principate.
Modern scholarship has largely neglected the senatorial grain laws, diminishing them as tactics to placate
the plebs urbana during social unrest. This explanation cannot properly account for the detailed planning of
the lex Terentia Cassia, or the expansion of recipients that the lex Porcia permitted. Likewise the implications of
the continuities between the supply of grain to Rome in the Republic and Principate have not been properly
examined when considering the possibility of an active and cooperative Senate.
I will examine two key problems with the view that the Senate was either incompetent or unwilling to
address Rome’s supply problems. First that the Senate passed legislation both expanding and supporting the
Gracchan system of subsidised grain, making it more reliable and widespread, and second, that the Principate,
rather than instituting a new era of state control and administration of the grain supply, continued to employ
similar strategies to the Senate it gradually replaced.
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Consumer goods and cultural revolution
Amy Russell
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The Roman cultural revolution of the first centuries BCE and CE, as theorised by Andrew Wallace-Hadrill,
proceeded on at least two levels: a reconfiguration of knowledge in which the expertise of specialists (mostly
from wealthy but not necessarily aristocratic backgrounds) took over from the authority of the traditional
elite in matters of history, science, and more; and a broader shift in fashion accompanied by a rise in mass
production of new consumer goods, affecting a far larger segment of society. The links between these two
elements have been controversial (see reviews by Vout and Osborne; Ando). This paper uses Gramsci’s idea
of cultural revolution to explore how consumer culture was implicated in larger cultural, social, and political
changes in early imperial Rome. Imagery from mould-made lamps will be analysed to show how mass
production and consumer choice both played into the spread of typically ‘Augustan’ imagery such as victories
and laurels, and how these images and the political messages connected to them were reused and reinterpreted.
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Ladon and the Hesperides: Loyalty or Treachery?
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The Apples of the Hesperides labour enjoyed great popularity during the Late Classical period, especially on
South Italian vases, but was totally transformed to emphasise the happy outcome. Instead of actively acquiring
the apples, Herakles was now regularly depicted in repose in the garden, alone or with the Hesperides picking
or offering him the apples. Ladon, the formidable guardian snake, now presents no threat: he has been
transformed into a tame and harmless creature in peaceful coexistence with Herakles.
A new motif is introduced in the South Italian scenes, where one Hesperid feeds the serpent, frequently
from a bowl, while another, or Herakles himself, picks apples. I argue against the usual assumption that the
purpose of these actions was either to distract Ladon or drug him to sleep, as the witch Medea had done with
the Kolchis dragon. Some cross-fertilization between scenes of Medea with the Kolchis dragon and depictions
of the Hesperides with Ladon is indeed likely, since both serpents were depicted as coiling in a tree next to
the treasure they guarded. The motif of a Hesperid offering a bowl to Ladon was very likely inspired by that
of Medea drugging the Kolchis dragon. However, iconographic similarity does not necessarily mean similarity
in narrative content. More likely, the offering of a bowl to Ladon refers simply to his being tended by the
Hesperides because they are represented in this way even when Herakles is absent from the scene and they
sometimes give Ladon food rather than a drink.
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Self-citing in Cicero’s De Divinatione
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Generally citational events have to do with speech acts involving others; however, sometimes
speakers/writers cite from their own past, replicating their own words and evoking their context. By
incorporating memories involving the self, self-citation can help shape social knowledge and become a
strategy for making a new persona out of an older one. In order to be successful, however, self-citation often
requires others’ acknowledgement and assessment; as a result, citations of others’ comments and criticisms
are often embedded in the speech or text in order to support the self-citational act.
This paper focuses on Cicero’s self-citational strategies in the De Divinatione. As a work, the De Divinatione
can be best described as two monologues in two books, the first is by Quintus, Cicero’s brother, the second
by Cicero himself. One of the striking features of Quintus’ monologue is the number of quotations from
Cicero’s poetry (Aratea, Consulatus Suus and Marius) and the numerous references to episodes of his life that it
embeds. In this paper I argue that Cicero engages in self-citationality through the character of the brother not
only to construct the philosophical arguments presented in the work but also to lay open for inspection and
judgement important aspects of his life, most notably, his varied relationship between politics and intellectual
pursuits. This proposition is even more compelling if we take into account that while finishing this work
Cicero was suddenly confronted with Caesar’s death and the possibility of returning to political action.
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Pictorial devices have been used as a method of communication across numerous cultures throughout history.
However, images should not be translated as if purely a different type of textual source (Gell 1998, 6). Their
layers and nuances are culturally defined and exhibit diverse human-artefactual relationships (Watanabe 2018,
31). The meanings of images are intimately linked to the objects on which they are depicted and accessibility,
portability, and context play vital roles in contributing to meaning-making (Feldman 2014, 339). Utilizing
theories of art analysis and anthropology, I contend that objects displaying composite creatures had significant
socio-political roles in the Bronze Age Aegean. I argue that they did not have one sole purpose, nor translate
to one specific meaning. Instead, objects displaying these creatures had diverse meanings depending on their
social and cultural settings. Half lion half eagle: griffins were popular devices during the Late Bronze Age
Aegean; in this paper they function as a case study to investigate what these creatures may have
communicated, who their audiences may have been, and finally, whether their duality of imagery was an
intentional nod to dual or changeable functions.
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Achieving the unachievable: the male athletic body in Hellenistic and Roman art
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To date, the ancient athlete has been the focus of philosophical, political, and art historical debate. Scholarship
has largely neglected the investigation of the ancient athlete for what he was – an athlete (notable exceptions
include Poliakoff 1987 and Miller 2004). Thus, this paper demonstrates what it meant to be an ancient athlete
by illustrating how athletic sculpture can provide insight into the bodies of ancient athletes themselves. It is
argued that athletic sculpture set the body ideals that athletes wanted to achieve, and that those bodies were
achievable, and examines how they were achieved. This argument is illustrated using three case studies: the
Terme Boxer, the Ephesian and Croatian Apoxyomenoi, and the Farnese Hercules as examples of athletic
body types. Anatomical analysis of each of these case studies are used to demonstrate how each of these
figures anatomically displays a specific athletic body type (i.e. boxer, wrestler, etc.). This examination addresses
how these body types would have been achieved in the ancient world, based on analysis of what is currently
known about ancient athletic training practices and utilizing modern sports science to fill in the gaps in the
ancient record on the athletic regimen. The idealism of ancient sculpture is not ignored, but rather this paper
acknowledges that artists intentionally manipulated sculptural forms to be more aesthetically pleasing, but
evidences that important anatomical details of the athletic body were still observed.
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Crisis and Renewal: Figuring out the Fifth Century BC in Rome
Christopher Smith
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The long fifth century BC at Rome, from the expulsion of the kings to the Gallic Sack, has remained an
intensely difficult topic of study. Specifically, there has long been a battle over the reliability of the sources.
The historical tradition, famously initiated several centuries after the events of the period, has always been a
contentious subject. However, while most have acknowledged its deeply problematic character, its
overarching narrative of decline has generally been accepted. In addition, archaeological evidence, and
particularly survey data, has been taken to show a dramatic turndown in activity from the sixth century. This
is, arguably, the current scholarly consensus – as can be seen in many works, most notably the collection Crise
et Transformation (1990). The present paper will look in detail for evidence for magistracies, legal activity,
triumphs, and building activity and start to offer a different kind of picture, both of the sources and of the
wider narrative for this critical period.
References:
1. Crise et transformation des sociétés archaïques de l’Italie antique au Ve siècle av. JC. Actes de la table ronde de Rome (19-21
novembre 1987) Rome : École Française de Rome, 1990. 466 p. (Publications de l’École française de Rome, 137)
2. Raaflaub, K. (ed) Social Struggles in Archaic Rome: New Perspectives on the Conflict of the Orders, Malden 2005.
3. Armstrong, J. and J. Richardson (eds) (2017) Politics and Power in Early Rome 509-264 BC, Antichthon 51.

70

The first ‘Christians’: The original meaning of Christiani / Χριστιανοί revisited
Guy Smoot
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Challenges facing the history of the term ‘Christian’ are raised by the rarity of the term in the earliest extant
sources of the first two centuries C.E., both Christian and non-Christian, and the vexed possibility of
interpolation among non-Christian authors. In the New Testament, the term Xριστιανοί, Xρηστιανοί in some
of the oldest manuscripts, occurs thrice. Reportedly first used in cosmopolitan Antioch, the term is itself a
Greco-Latin compound, a Latin suffix with a Greek root, one of which (χριστός) is supposed to represent a
technical translation of the Hebrew moshiach, ‘the anointed one’ or ‘Messiah’. Thus, in the most literal sense,
a ‘Christian’ is a ‘Messiah-ian’, someone with an eschatological belief in an anointed one, whether this Moshiach
should be the biblical Jesus or another Moshiach like Bar Kokhba.
To the average gentile, however, unfamiliar with the soteriological significance of anointing in the Jewish
tradition, the Lehnübersetzung χριστός would have been construed as the more common χρηστός ‘good’, ‘useful’
(also a moniker with a broad appeal among both slaves and rulers, e.g. Socrates ‘the Good’, Σωκράτης ό
Χρηστός, 1st century BCE tyrant of Bithynia), which by this time had merged as homophones. On the strength
of Suetonius, Claudius 25.4 and the improbability of Nero blaming the fire in Rome on a tiny Jewish sect
(Tacitus, Annals 15.44), this paper proposes that any revolutionary Jewish movement following a Moshiach
could have been labelled ‘Christian’ in the first century CE.
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Socratic Metaphors for Racial Injustice: Plato’s 20th Century Cave
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Brooklyn College
bsowers at brooklyn.cuny.edu
This paper traces the use of Plato’s cave as metaphor for American racial injustice by W.E.B. Du Bois, Martin
Luther King Jr., and Huey P. Newton and examines how each author incorporates Platonic imagery to
advance his ideological agenda. In Souls of Black Folk (1903), Du Bois conflates cave and veil imagery to
describe a segregated America in which Black citizens remain trapped behind/within a cave (veil) where they
receive distorted impressions of themselves from the outside (white America). As liberated cave prisoner, Du
Bois enters behind the veil to release those capable of ascent, his so-called Talented Tenth. In his 1963 “Letter
from a Birmingham Jail,” King describes most Americans as imprisoned either to complacency and inaction
or to prejudice and hatred. Adopting the role of liberated cave prisoner, King suggests that freedom is possible
through joining him in direct, non-violent actions–those events associated with the American civil rights
movement. Participants with King expose social myths and illusions that perpetuate American racial injustice
and, in turn, become fellow Socratic gadflies, committed to spur the country toward truth and justice. Newton,
co-founder of the radical Black Panther Party (BPP), orients his political ideology–what he calls street
philosophy–around Socratic imagery and language in his 1973 Revolutionary Suicide. Most striking is Newton’s
use of the cave as a recruitment tool for the BPP and as a legal defence when standing trial.
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Enrico Guazzoni’s Fabiola (1918): No Match for Hollywood?
Tom Stevenson
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The Italian film director Enrico Guazzoni was responsible for some of the most popular and highly regarded
international hits prior to the First World War, especially the epics Quo Vadis (1913), Antony and Cleopatra
(1913), and Julius Caesar (1914). His output after the war was, however, far less successful in terms of technical
innovation and international appeal. It is usually argued that Hollywood had begun to corner the market,
attract much of the talent, and stun the world through technical excellence, epic proportions, promotional
savvy, and financial muscle. The output of (e.g.) D.W. Griffith and Cecil B. DeMille simply proved
overpowering. In this paper, however, through an analysis of Guazzoni’s Fabiola (1918), I want to focus on
Guazzoni’s aims and on conditions in contemporary Italy. Money was very tight in the wake of the war, and
epics in the old fashion were hardly possible, but Guazzoni made several deliberate decisions which permit
us to understand better the reception of his post-war films. In particular, he stressed the suffering and eventual
salvation of Christians under the early Roman empire as a parallel for the experience of Roman Catholics
during and in the wake of the Great War. He could have competed better internationally, if he had wanted
to, but his focus shifted to his native Italy and to fashioning appropriate messages using images and modes
of presentation recognisable to his audiences from (inter alia) his earlier films.
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Race and Romanità: Exploring Fascist use of ancient Rome in northern Italy
Donna Storey
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From the outset of Mussolini’s Italian Fascist regime, the notion of romanità was vigorously utilised as an
underlying ideology to legitimise Fascist rule, manifested via archaeology, buildings, exhibitions and visual
imagery. Meaning ‘Romanness’ or the admiration of ancient Rome, romanità also played a part in the regime’s
propaganda relating to aggressive forced Italianization policies in the annexed regions of South Tyrol and
Istria. A prominent aspect of these policies was a strong racial intolerance toward the local Germanic and
Slavic population.
Istrian peninsular propaganda focused on the region as a former part of the ancient Roman province of
Italia under Augustus. In particular, ancient remains in Pula such as the Roman Arena and Temple of
Augustus formed a backdrop for justifying violence against the Slavs. The South Tyrol region propaganda
centred on the Augustan conquest of the Alps as validation to intimidate the German speaking population;
in particular, the focus was Augustus’s stepson, Drusus. In the absence of actual ancient Roman sites in the
region however, the Fascist regime sought to ‘brand’ the area with new monuments, so as to enforce a link
between ancient Rome and Fascist Italy.
This presentation investigates use of romanità in Fascist policies of Italianization, and, in particular, the
role of race within it. Though there is existing scholarship on Italianization, there has been little of the use of
romanità in this context, or the two facets combined; as such this research allows a greater appreciation of the
relationship between Italianization, romanità and race-based policies.
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The ‘Afterlife’ of Mary Renault
Ian C. Storey
Trent University
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Mary Renault’s eight classical novels earned her an immense reputation during her lifetime. Now that the
recent re-publication of all her fictions by Virago Press has allowed an easy access to her writings for a new
generation of readers, this paper proposes to survey how she and her works have fared since her death in
1983. This will include two biographies, several radio and television documentaries, radio serialisations and
adaptations, music and dance based on scenes from her novels, ‘cameo appearances’ in two detective novels
and one work of science-fiction, and the engagement of later writers of historical fiction with her classical
novels, especially the two Theseus-books and the Alexander-trilogy. Three things stand out: (1) there have
been no films or television serials of any of her fictions; (2) while there have been few recent studies in the
academic journals, the greatest impact is seen in non-academics, and particularly the on-line postings and
blogs by other writers; and (3) she remains the benchmark by which new historical novels set in ancient
Greece are judged. Finally in a recent South African drama, Mary encounters after her death her lifelong hero
Alexander of Macedon, who has come to escort her into the afterlife.
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Empty shoes: a motif on an early Christian marble fragment in Rome
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Jaś Elsner has complained of “scholarship’s strange division between sarcophagi with Christian subjects and
those without, which were produced in the same places by the same workshops for very similar patrons and
clients” (2011, p.1). A case in point is the approach that has been taken towards an enigmatic pair of empty
shoes on the broken edge of a fragmentary Christian marble relief in Rome (fragment A of the so-called
“Polychrome Fragments”). Carved at the turn of the fourth century (c.290-310 CE), when stone masons were
still feeling their way with the new Christian iconography, these empty shoes have no parallel in Christian art
of the time and have naturally given rise to speculation. Searching for a biblical reference here, and finding an
apparent parallel in Jewish art, scholars have assumed that these empty sandals reference Moses removing his
footwear before the burning bush or perhaps at Mt. Sinai (Ex. 3.1-10; Ex. 34; Deut. 9.8-11). This paper
considers the rationale behind this identification, points out some problems with it, and, with reference to a
set of non-Christian vita Romana sarcophagi (2nd-3rd century CE), offers an alternative reading instead. At the
very least, a more nuanced approach can place late antique Christians in a wider social context, and cast further
light on values and practices at this seminal time. As Elsner has said, “something may be learned on both
sides of a largely false divide” (2011, p.11).
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Cherchez la femme? Plutarch, Antony, and Fadia
Jeff Tatum
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In his Philippics Cicero adduces the low-born Fadia as Antony’s wife, a woman who bore him children (Cic.
Phil. 2.3; 3.17; 13.23) – children who were not Cicero’s invention (Att. 16.11.1). Plutarch was aware of these
sources and yet, in his Life of Antony, omits Fadia. Why?
Disbelief will not suffice: it was Plutarch’s habit to incorporate even fabrications when they assisted his
characterisation (Plut. Ant. 6.1; cf. Alc. 3). The Fadia affair was ideally suited for exhibiting Antony’s habit of
indulging his vulgar connections (e.g. Ant. 4.5) or his recurring failure to get marriage right (Benneker 2012,
171ff.).
This paper suggests several reasons for Plutarch’s exclusion of Fadia, including her bad timing (the
relationship falls during a phase in Antony’s life for which Plutarch sought to de-emphasise erotic
attachments) and her bad fit with the powerful women populating this biography. In addition, because
Plutarch disapproves of men who father children by low-born women (Plut. De lib. ed. 1a-b; Comp. Arist. Cat.
mai. 6.1-3; Ant. 36.6-7; cf. Chapman 2011, 30ff.; Warren 2018) and because Antony’s distinguished
descendants constitute his chief legacy (Ant. 87.1), the biographer avoids any suggestion that his hero,
however flawed, was capable of sullying his line. Eugenic thinking of this kind, although it must offend
modern sensibilities, shaped Plutarch’s view nonetheless: for Plutarch, Antony’s sexual relationships must be
confined to nobles and royalty. Through his omission of Fadia the biographer endeavours to lend what from
his perspective is a positive colouring in his complex portrayal of Antony.
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A Cultural History of Genocide – The Truth in a ‘False’ Debate
Tristan Taylor
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In her recent work on mass-violence in the Roman republic, Barrandon (2018) dismissed the arugments of
Van Wees’ (2010)and others as to the application of the concept of ‘genocide’ to mass-violence in antiquity,
which a reviewer of Barrandon summed up as putting to rest a ‘false debate’ (‘faux débat). Barrandon’s
argument, however, hinges on the application of only one of the many competing definitions of ‘genocide’,
which imports a requirement (absent in many other definitions) of the destruction of a people to pursue a
goal of ‘purity’. This paper will argue that Barrandon’s arguments are unnecessarily shackled by the ‘conceptual
constraint’ (Moshman 2001) of the Holocaust. It will further argue, using examples discussed by Barranodon
such as Caesar’s stated desire to destroy the very stock and name (stirps ac nomen civitatis) of the Germanic
Eburones (BG 6.34), that the intentional destruction of a group of people as a group, the essence of the legal
and most scholarly definitions of ‘genocide’, was a distinct concept and phenomenon in the Greco-Roman
world. This conclusion is strengthened by the fact that such examples of group destruction often display great
similarities in terms of circumstances, motivation and justification – usually, as Van Wees argues, retributive
acts of ‘conspicuous destruction’. Thus, understanding the cultural history of genocide in antiquity serves as
a useful basis for trans-historical comparative study of the phenomenon of ‘genocide’ more broadly.
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New perspectives on early coinage in Rome and Central Italy
Marleen Termeer
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Coinage in the Roman world emerged in the context of Rome’s first large-scale expansion on the Italian
peninsula (4th-3rd c. BCE). Importantly, Rome was not the only producer of coinage in Central Italy in this
period: many other communities – often colonies or allies of Rome – produced coinage as well (Crawford
1985, ch. 3; all relevant issues are included in Rutter 2001). In this historical context, two important
assumptions that inform current interpretations of these coinages need serious re-thinking: (1) that state
authorization was necessary for coinage to have value; (2) that coinage was adopted “automatically” as a
widely used currency for many different purposes.
In this paper, I will show that these assumptions fail to explain the currently available data, and I will
develop alternative interpretive models that may provide a better fit. To do so, I will analyse regional
differences in coin production and use in Central Italy, and relate the coinages to broader debates on early
Roman expansion and Mid-Republican political culture (cf. Bernard 2018 on early Roman coinage). In this
way, by taking into account the dynamic development of both the cultural configuration and political
structures that developed as a result of Roman expansion, this paper aims to contribute to a better
understanding of the emergence of coinage in the Roman world.
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An extra dimension: the important personal insight ancient Egyptian private letters provide to
augment visual evidence
Susan Thorpe
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The visual representations on tomb and temple walls provide considerable knowledge of ancient Egyptian
daily life, military achievements and religious custom. However, as primarily visual evidence they are unable
to give insight into the people themselves, their personalities, the specific events and issues with which they
were concerned. This paper will discuss a selection of letters from the collection compiled by Wente (1990).
In conjunction with images from sources such as Robins (1997) and reference to specific research on the
topics of daily life, military affairs and religious matters, such as Baines (2001), it will evidence the extra
dimension such letters give to the people, their involvement in daily life issues such as land management and
husbandry. With regard to military matters, as well as personalising the individuals involved, it will reflect the
daily responsibilities, events and occurrences in a soldier’s life when not involved in active duty. Letters on
religious matters will illustrate the insight given into religious practices and personnel, the importance attached
to the observance of religious festivals and the requirements associated with them. This paper will evidence
the way in which the personal touch of private letters can provide the extra dimension to visual representations
as a source for ancient Egyptian historical, societal and personal information.
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The Legitimate/Illegitimate Empress: Petrarch and Livia
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From the eleventh to the early thirteenth century, the portrayal of Livia, the first empress of Rome, underwent
a fundamental division. In association with the renewed interest in Ovid, Livia was portrayed as a dangerous
figure, exercising illegitimate power, linked with adultery and the unjust exile of the poet. These
representations reflect contemporary concerns with the role of the queen consort. In moral philosophy,
however, she took on the role of mediatrix, counselling her husband Augustus to show clemency to his
enemies, contributing to legitimate rule. These disparate images, created in short passages that amount to
passing references can be tied to the reception of classical Roman literature. Francesco Petrarca (Petrarch),
known as the founder of both Humanism and modern European culture, builds on this dual tradition,
depicting Livia in four separate works – Secretum, Rerum memorandarum libri, De remediis utrisque fortune, and in
Epistulae variae. In addition to earlier works,, Petrarch, himself, an avid scholar of classical literature, is
connected with the drive to rediscover works forgotten in monastic libraries around western Europe, through
which he legitimated his own writings. These recoveries undoubtedly influenced his understanding of the first
empress of Rome.
This paper will explore Petrarch’s representation of Livia. It will not only provide insight into his study
of classical and recent literature, but also shed light on Petrarch’s understanding of the consort role and the
legitimate/illegitimate use of influence and power.
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Counting stars: Some preliminary observations on Nicholas Trevet’s sources for his commentary
on Seneca’s plays.
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In speeches and choruses in three of his plays, Hercules Furens, Thyestes, and Medea, Seneca lists constellations
and alludes obliquely to the catasteristic myths behind them. Nicholas Trevet, writing the first surviving
detailed commentary on the plays in the early 14th century, gave more comprehensive accounts of these
legends, drawing on a number of sources, and provided his own star-charts to accompany these descriptions.
Editions of all of Trevet’s commentaries have only become available in the last ten years, and scholarship on
them is only beginning to explore the range of sources he used. While his star-charts seem to be reliant on
contemporary, mediaeval understandings of astronomy, influenced by Arabic scholarship (Blume Haffner
Metzger 2.1.107-8), his accounts of the catasteristic myths draw on a number of important classical texts;
extant literary sources such as Ovid (both Metamorphoses and Fasti), and very probably a range of materials
associated with the Latin versions of Aratus which were compiled in the late antique period. This paper will
examine these accounts in Trevet’s commentary in greater detail, and try to determine what they reveal about
the range of sources available to him.
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Innovations and inconsistencies in the ius honorarium: Cicero on Verres’ praetorian edict
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Cicero’s assessment of the judicial activity performed by the notorious C. Verres during his urban praetorship
(in 74 BC) focuses, among other things, on the retroactive force of innovations in the law of succession
implemented by Verres in his edict (Verr. II.1), leading in the cases narrated to a (partial) forfeiture of
inheritances. Past scholarship has so far mainly dealt with Cicero’s denunciation of the retrospective nature
of Verres’ edict in isolation without considering the context in which Cicero has embedded his evaluation of
Verres’ judicial activity (e.g. Mitchell 1986; Dyck 2012). While Cicero’s disapproving stance to this aspect of
the edict is not denied, in this paper I argue that Cicero’s condemnation of Verres’ judiciary rulings with
regard to succession law also touches upon other issues, above all the inconsistent nature of the innovations
in Verres’ edict. In my view, Cicero’s criticism ultimately addresses a common concern at that time: the selfserving potential of the ius honorarium to implement legal novelties (see e.g. Vervaet 2016). By explicitly
connecting Verres’ praetorian edict with his subsequent governorship in Sicily, Cicero shows how Verres used
law to serve his own interests instead of the res publica.
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Diocles the Timid: Invective History and Divine Justice in Lactantius’ De Mortibus Persecutorum
17-19
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University of Sydney
waldronbyron at gmail.com
In the imperial succession of AD 305, the persecuting emperors Diocletian and Maximian abdicated, and the
sons of the reigning emperors were prevented from succeeding to imperial power. The Christian author
Lactantius describes this event in chapters 17-19 of De Mortibus Persecutorum (henceforth DMP), a work that
ostensibly narrates the decline in power and deaths of persecutors to demonstrate God’s uirtus and maiestas.
Scholars have focussed on determining what is historically accurate within Lactantius’ account of the
succession, since it is the most detailed account to survive (e.g. Kolb 1987, 128-58; Leadbetter 2009, 134-46;
Roberto 2014, 225-34). However, DMP is remarkable for the fact that it combines a detailed history of the
years 303 to 313 with sustained invective against its subjects.
This paper considers DMP as a work of invective history and focusses on the account of the succession
to demonstrate how Lactantius’s vituperative characterizations, historical narrative and thesis of divine
judgement complement one another. It argues that the succession creates a juncture for his characterizations.
Lactantius’s Diocletian is cowardly, his Galerius a power-hungry barbarian and his Maximinus a perfidious
barbarian. Over the course of chapters 17-19, they arrive in Nicomedia, and their combined personalities
create the circumstances that will govern their collective loss of power and deaths.
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Illustrating Catullus
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The early twentieth century saw the publication of several illustrated translations of Catullus. These sets of
images have in common an explicit sensuality which contrasts strikingly with a coyness in the accompanying
translation. There is also frequent lack of specific connection between image and text; rather than illustrating
individual poems, each set of pictures combines to visualise an independent Catullan aesthetic existing
alongside and yet interwoven with the ‘Catullus’ evoked by translation. These Catullan illustrators even
respond to each other: for instance, one of Zhenya Gay’s line-drawings (1931) seems less in dialogue with
Gregory’s translation of Catullus 63, above which it is printed, than with Lionel Ellis’ woodcut (1929)
accompanying Lindsay’s translation of the same poem.
This paper offers the first in-depth examination of these sets of images as Catullan receptions in their
own right. It argues that anxieties about gender and desire in the translated Catullan text allow for engagement
with evolving depictions of (especially nonconventional) sexuality in contemporary culture. The modernistinfluenced Catulluses of Willoughby (1929), Gay, and Ellis are each marked by an overtly ambiguous
(homo)eroticism. Influenced more by impressionism, De Pisis (1945) critiques a fascist obsession with
classical virility by presenting delicate nudes which place the male body as object of desire, rather than a locus
for a desiring voice. The combination of these explicit images with restrained translation means these
composite volumes also support the observation that ‘the obscene is an object of conflict and debate’
(Roberts: 334).
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Press, 2015), 310-50.

Re-Revisiting ὀρνίθειον in the Columns I-VI of the Derveni Papyrus
Shaohui Wang
Northeast Normal University, China
wangsh908 at gmail.com
Derveni Papyrus (Henceforth P.Derv.), the so-called “the oldest European book” and the only papyrus found
in Greece, attracted more and more scholarly attention after it was adopted by UNESCO as a World Heritage
Object in 2015, exemplified by recent textual proposals and interpretations of Piano 2016, Kotwick 2017 and
Santamaría 2019. Still, there is still no agreement in contemporary debates on the reading and proper
understanding of the ὀρνίθειον issue in the Columns I-VI of P.Derv. The supposed explanations of ὀρνίθειον
( “bird”, “small bird”, “feathers of birds”, releasing a little bird from a cage or, my former hypothesis at ASCS
37, “swan-shaped” ritual vessel for libation suggested by the archaeological findings in the tombs of P.Derv.)
are not entirely persuasive.
The aim of this paper is to outline the parallel between ὀρνίθειον in the Columns I-VI of P.Derv. and
Socrates’ last words (‘we owe a cock to Asclepius’) in Plato (Phaedo, 118a). I will argue that this parallel depends
on several interrelated factors: sacrificing cock to Asclepius as a popular ritual practice, the shared sanctuaries
of Asclepius and Dionysus, and the literary sources which testify to the identification of Asclepius and Zeus
Soter). I hope this new reading will lead to a better understanding of the ritual practices of Columns I-VI and
the exegetic strategy of the author of P.Derv..
References:
1. Santamaría Álvarez, Marco Antonio. The Derveni Papyrus: Unearthing Ancient Mysteries (Brill 2019).
2. Kotwick, Mirjam E., and Richard Janko. Der Papyrus Von Derveni: Griechisch-Deutsch (Walter De Gruyter 2017).
3. Piano, Valeria, et al. Il Papiro Di Derveni Tra Religione e Filosofia (Leo S. Olshki Editore 2016).
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Ptolemy I Soter and Rhodes: An economic perspective
Matthew Watts
University of Otago
watma233 at student.otago.ac.nz
Ptolemy I Soter rose to prominence during the chaotic period that followed the unexpected death of
Alexander the Great. It is well attested in scholarship that Ptolemy’s motive for assisting Rhodes had
economic factors, but it is worth examining how important this relationship was in terms of enabling
Ptolemy’s Kingdom-building ambitions. This paper will survey previous scholarship on these issues, and
closely examine the other economic factors specific to Ptolemy, to analyse in depth the unique relationship
between Ptolemy and Rhodes. This will help explain why Ptolemy’s assistance to Rhodes during the Antigonid
siege in 305-4 BCE was so crucial to Ptolemy’s objectives. An assessment of the economic ties between Egypt
and Rhodes in relation to trade, the geographic significance of Rhodes, and the deficiency of silver in Egypt
will provide the basis for the argument that the relationship between Ptolemy and Rhodes was of the utmost
importance and that losing Rhodes to the Antigonids would be devastating, if not catastrophic, for Ptolemy’s
aspirations. The most significant aspect if Rhodes was lost would be the hampering of Egypt’s economic
influence in the sphere of trade while also losing an important access to silver for Ptolemy’s new coin based
economy. This case study intends to demonstrate how this economic relationship affected the political and
military decisions of Ptolemy during the wars of the Diadochi.
References:
1. Casson, Lionel, ‘The Grain Trade of the Hellenistic World’, Transactions and Proceedings of the American Philological
Society, 85, (1954), 168-187.
2. Gabrielsen, V. ‘Rhodes and the Ptolemaic kingdom: the commercial infrastructure’, in Buraselis, K., M. Stefanou,
& D. J. Thompson (ed), The Ptolemies, the Sea and the Nile: Studies in Waterborne Power (eds). (Cambridge 2013), 66-81.
3. Lorber, Catherine, ‘The Currency Reforms and Character of Ptolemy I Soter’, Ptolemy I Soter: A Self-Made Man,
Tim Howe (ed), (Oxford 2018), 60-87.
The Case of the Vanishing Brother: Lucius Antonius in 44 and 41 BCE
Kathryn Welch
University of Sydney
kathryn.welch at sydney.edu.au
Ronald Syme (1939, 104) famously wrote that ‘The Philippics... in which [Cicero] assailed an absent enemy, are
an eternal monument of eloquence, of rancour, of misrepresentation’. While that is true enough, Cicero’s
evidence is nonetheless essential for understanding both Marcus Antonius and his brother, Lucius.
Other authors say little about Lucius until he emerges an opponent of the Triumvirate in 41. These
omissions obfuscate any relationship between him and his brother, by then the senior Triumvir. Roddaz
(1988) saw the problem, but even he did not give Cicero’s evidence its full weight and so continued to argue
for a disconnect between them. Yet, not only do Cicero’s comments establish that the two Antonii were very
close in 44, but a careful reading of the later narratives suggests that policy differences in 41 have been
overrated or imagined.
What happens when we put Lucius Antonius firmly back into the narrative of 44 BCE? Despite its
hostility, Cicero’s evidence allows us to do just that. In 44, he assisted Marcus not just in honouring the dead
Julius Caesar, but also in assigning land to veterans. In 41, he assigned more land before changing tack. Joining
the dots allows us to see that both brothers working together on this and other popularis causes gave Cicero
greater reasons to fear them than any admiration they expressed for the dead dictator. Furthermore, Lucius’
later professed commitment to ‘Republicanism’ in 41 suggests that devotion to the res publica continued to
have more than one face.
References:
1. Syme, R. (1939) The Roman Revolution. Oxford.
2. Nicolet, Cl. (1985) ‘Plèbe et tribus : les statuts de Lucius Antonius et le testament d’Auguste’, MEFRA 97, 799839.
3. Roddaz, J.-M. (1988) ‘Lucius Antonius’, Historia 37, 317-346.
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The King as Time-Lord: Demetrius Poliorcetes and the Eleusinian Mysteries of 303 BC
Pat Wheatley
University of Otago
pat.wheatley at otago.ac.nz
The extraordinary initiation of Demetrius Poliorcetes into the Eleusinian Mysteries in the late fourth century
was viewed as an act of sacrilege by the biographer Plutarch 400 years later, and has passed into a canonical
catalogue of iniquities perpetrated by his subject from 304-302 BC. Scholars have predictably followed the
Pied Piper from Chaeronia, and added this incident to Demetrius’ juicy sexual antics with his favourite whores
in the opisthodomus of the Parthenon, and many other (to the prude) lamentable peccadilloes. The more
shocking sin, however, is a historiographic one: both literary sources have misplaced the irregular Eleusinian
initiation, and have derailed scholarship for two millenia! The occurrence of a single word in an Athenian
inscription honouring one of Demetrius’ officers, a certain Medon, corrects the chronography, and has
profound repercussions for the historical narrative and modern scholarly interpretations.
References:
1. R. A. Billows, Antigonos the One-Eyed and the Creation of the Hellenistic State (Berkeley 1990).
2. A. P. Matthaiou, ‘Ἀττικὸ ψήφισµα τοῦ 304/3 π.Χ’, Horos 4 (1986), 19-23.
3. P. Paschidis, Between City and King (Meletemata 59, Athens 2008).
“Receptacle of a Thousand Fantasies”: Victorian reception of Roman glass flasks
Roswyn Wiltshire
University of Canterbury
roswyn.wiltshire at canterbury.ac.nz
Ancient vessels known as lachrymatories or tear-bottles were coveted by Victorian antiquarians and admired
by the general public. Roman glass flasks in particular were persistently mis-identified as tear-bottles. Although
well known among archaeologists that there is no factual basis for this identification, the tear-bottle myth is
yet to be fully examined. As rather humble artefacts, such flasks have not been the subject of reception studies.
Nevertheless, they were extraordinarily popular in the 19th century, and are widely represented in collections
of that period. Scholars have discussed the 19th-century appeal of Virgil, whose poetry gave an emotional
connection to the distant past (Vance, 1997), and the romanticising that made antiquity a “receptacle for a
thousand fantasies” (Richardson, 2013, 102). Similarly, ‘lachrymatories’ were the perfect receptacle for an
empathetic link between the ancient world and Victorian culture. Studies of Victorian attitudes to death and
mourning (Jalland, 1996; Lutz, 2011) provide the key to understanding how ‘lachrymatories’ resonated with
the Victorians.
This paper explores the reasons for, and the results of, 19th-century popularisation of the tear-bottle
myth through the evidence of British newspaper articles and poetry of that time. The impetus for this research
is the unpublished Roman glass collection of Canterbury Museum. This study draws ideas from reception
scholarship into a new area, giving attention to little known and frequently overlooked archaeological material.
It will demonstrate the influence of Victorian mores on the reception of Roman flasks, and the enduring role
they have in popular imagination.
References:
1. Richardson, E. 2013. Classical Victorians: Scholars, Scoundrels and Generals in Pursuit of Antiquity (Cambridge).
2. Vance, N. 1997. The Victorians and Ancient Rome (Oxford).
3. Jalland, D. 1996. Death in the Victorian Family (Oxford).
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Christianising Classical Culture: Proba’s treatment of foundation narratives in her Cento
Helen Wyeth
University of Auckland
hwye150 at aucklanduni.ac.nz
Christian culture emerged from and was fundamentally shaped by traditional Roman culture (Jones (2014)).
This project explores how one aspect of that culture – Rome’s narratives of foundation – permeated Christian
ideologies and writings in late antiquity. The mid-fourth century poet, Faltonia Betitia Proba, is an example
of how this could work in practice. In her Cento, Proba paraphrased biblical myth by recycling and rearranging
verses from the poems of Vergil, who by this time had become a canonical author of Romanitas. She aimed to
show that Vergil ultimately spoke of Christian truth, with the narrative recounting a brief version of the history
of salvation, beginning with the creation of earth. This paper therefore explores how this understudied female
author built Roman foundation narratives into her Cento even as she conveyed the idea of the founding of a
new, Christian Rome. It will do so by building on work which has explored the idea that Christian culture was
developed in reference to pagan classical cultural traditions through an analysis of other Early Christian poets
(Pollmann (2017)) and the identification of parallels between Proba’s Christ founding a spiritual empire and
Vergil’s Aeneas founding Rome (Schottenius Cullhed (2015)). I will argue that Proba’s Cento was an attempt
to write yet another version of the founding of Rome, thus adhering to the pre-existing, traditional importance
placed on foundation narratives. This interpretation of Proba’s Cento as a Christian iteration of a foundation
narrative will help us to further understand Christian engagement with the classical past.
References:
1. C. P. Jones, 2014. Between Pagan and Christian (Harvard University Press).
2. K. Pollmann, 2017. The Baptized Muse: Early Christian Poetry as Cultural Authority (Oxford University Press).
3. S. Schottenius Cullhed, 2015. Proba the Prophet: The Christian Vergilian Cento of Faltonia Betitia Proba (Brill).
Deviant Expertise: The Forgeries of Constantine Simonides
Rachel Yuen-Collingridge
Macquarie University
rachel.yuen at mq.edu.au
From among the papyrus fragments in Joseph Mayer’s Egyptological collection in Liverpool Constantine
Simonides produced a series of unique ‘ancient’ manuscripts from 1860 on preserving known and unknown
Biblical and historical works in Greek. While the status of these manuscripts as forgeries is clear, they
nevertheless provide an unparallelled opportunity to understand the working practices of a known forger.
The characteristics of these manuscripts, from the choice of handwriting and format of the page through to
the textual variants present illuminate the expectations Simonides had about their scholarly and public
reception. The choices Simonides made illustrate how easily disciplinary conceits and practices can be turned
against the discipline to give flesh to alternative histories and traditions. By identifying the sources Simonides
used, reconstructing his processes of fabrication, and contextualising the choices he made with reference to
the network of personal and scholarly relations he maintained, this paper will move beyond questions of
authenticity to show how the deviant expertise of forgers betrays them in their creations.
References:
1. K. Simonides, Fac-similes of certain portions of the Gospel of St. Matthew, and of the Epistles of Ss. James & Jude: written on
papyrus in the first century, and preserved in the Egyptian museum of Joseph Mayer, Esq. Liverpool (London 1861).
2. M. Choat, ‘Forging Antiquities: the case of papyrus fakes’, in S. Hufnagel and D. Chappell (eds), The Palgrave
Handbook on Art Crime (Basingstoke 2019), 557–586.
3. C. Rollston, ‘Forging History: From Antiquity to the Modern Period’, in Matthew T. Rutz and Morag M. Kersel
(eds)., Archaeologies of Text: Archaeology, Technology and Ethics, (Oxbow Books, Oxford and Philadelphia, 2014), 176197.
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Suicide as a Literary Device in Tacitus’ Annals
Jessica Zelli
University of Queensland
jesszelli at gmail.com
Tacitus is often compared to his contemporary, the biographer Suetonius, as an unproblematic and
occasionally dry read. However, Tacitus’ Annals is steeped with melodramatic theatricism and sensational
characterisation that frequently tests the limit of his reliability as an annalist. This paper aims at exploring in
particular the way in which Tacitus repurposes various suicide scenes and references within his Annals as a
means to deepen his characterisation of the emperors, the state of their imperial households, and the political
and social circumstances of Rome at the time. This paper begins by first establishing the way in which suicide
was received and defined in the ancient world, including the problems which may arise when interpreting
suicide in ancient literature. Paying close attention to the reigns of Emperor Tiberius (AD 14-37) and Emperor
Nero (AD 54-68), this paper then proceeds to demonstrate the way in which Tacitus utilises suicide scenes
and references as literary devices, enhancing his characterisation of Tiberius as a ‘reluctant ruler’, and Nero as
an ‘effeminate actor’. By drawing upon previous scholarship on Tacitus, and adding to it the developing
scholarship on suicide and suicide studies, this paper hopes to offer a refreshing re-interpretation on Tacitus’
‘dark and gloomy’ Annals by understanding how exactly Tacitus was utilising his various pessimistic death
scenes.
References:
1. Pagán, V. E. 2012. A Companion to Tacitus, Hoboken: John Wiley & Sons, Ltd.
2. Van Hooff, A. J. L. 2002. From Autothanasia to Suicide: Self-killing in Classical Antiquity, London and New York:
Routledge.
3. Edwards, C. 2007. Death in Ancient Rome, Yale: Yale University.
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DIRECTORY
HEALTH & SAFETY
Emergencies

Police-Fire-Ambulance: New Zealand-wide

111

Dunedin Public Hospital

201 Great King Street

Poisons Information Centre

24 hr service

Dunedin Urgent Doctors

18 Filleul Street (not suitable for emergency care)

03 479 2900

Knox Dental Centre

483 George St, 8am-8pm

03 477 1179

Life Line

New Zealand-wide, 24 hours

0800 543 354

Mental Health Line

New Zealand-wide, 24 hours

1737

03 474 0999
0800 764 766

GETTING AROUND
Dunedin i-Site Visitor
Information

50 The Octagon

03 474 3300

For information on transfers and vehicle rentals, visit the Dunedin Airport website:
https://dunedinairport.co.nz/transport/
Dunedin Taxis

Dunedin to the Airport and everywhere in between

03 477 7777

Airport Shuttles Dunedin

https://www.airportshuttlesdunedin.co.nz/book-online

0800 477 800

Kiwi Shuttles

http://www.kiwishuttles.co.nz/

0800 365 494

Supershuttle

https://www.supershuttle.co.nz/

0800 748 885

Dunedin Railway Station
(for tours, not for travel)

Intersection of Stuart Street and Castle Street
https://www.dunedinrailways.co.nz/

Otago Public Transport

https://www.orc.govt.nz/public-transport

03 477 4449

University of Otago
IT assistance
Campus information
College information
Donations & Alumni

AskOtago
https://otago.custhelp.com/app/browse/p/20
In Person: Information Services Building, 65 Albany Street
Phone: 0800 80 80 98
Email: askotago@otago.ac.nz

Any other kind of assistance
Arana College Office
Campus Watch, personal
security
(for all emergencies, dial 111)

110 Clyde Street

03 479 5509
From any campus phone:
From any other phone:

24 hour control room
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5000 or 5001
03 479 5000
03 479 5001
0800 479 5000

ASCS 41 EVENING EVENT
LOCATIONS

Ombrellos Kitchen and Bar, 10 Clarendon Street.
AWAWS Members drinks - bring your nametag
19:30-21:30, Wednesday 29 January

Eureka, 116 Albany Street.
Postgraduates Drinks - bring your nametag
20:30-22:30, Wednesday 29 January
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IMAGE AND TEXT CREDITS
Front Cover:

A rendering of the University of Otago Clocktower Building after a c. 1877
original by the building’s designer, Maxwell Bury. A digitised copy of the original
drawing can be contemplated here:
http://otago.ourheritage.ac.nz/items/show/5934

7:

150 Years of Classics at the University of Otago
Classics Programme History Webpage, most of which was written
by Emeritus Professor John Barsby

9:

‘Athena tires of her shield and spear,’ a lithograph from the 2017 series
Goddesses by Marian Maguire

10:

‘Figure 1: Map with the locations of the strongest earthquake sequence which
struck the south-east Mediterranean around the second half of the 4th century
CE (from Korbar, 2009) completed by the addition of an empty circle indicating
the approximate situation of the great Adriatic earthquake of 361 CE, as
reported by Shebalin et al. (1974)’ from N. Evelpidou and P.A. Pirazzoli, ‘Did
the Early Byzantine Tectonic Paroxysm (EBTP) also affect the Adriatic area?’
Geomorphology 295 (2017): 827-830.

11:

Artistically re-touched photograph of the University of Otago Classics Classics
Programme’s plaster cast of the British Museum bust of Homer
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Ombrellos Logo: http://www.ombrellos.co.nz/
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Eureka façade
Extracted from an old Google Earth Streetview image
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University of Otago, Central Dunedin Campus Map
Adapted from a University of Otago original by Daniel Osland
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St David Lecture Complex Maps
Modified from maps available from the University of Otago by Daniel Osland
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Otago Museum Hutton Theatre
Otago Museum
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SOME NOTES ON EVENTS AND
LOCATIONS

The registration table will be available in the St David Complex Atrium, Northeast
Corner

Morning tea, lunch, and afternoon tea will be served in the St David Complex
Ground Floor Atrium

The Opening Reception will be held in the Otago Museum’s Hutton Theatre

The Keynote Reception will be held in the St David Lecture Complex Ground Floor
Atrium

AWAWS Drinks will be held at Ombrello’s, 10 Clarendon Street

Postgraduates Drinks will be held at Eureka, 116 Albany Street

The conference dinner will be held at Etrusco at the Savoy, 8 Moray Place, one
block south of the Octagon
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University of Melbourne
Macquarie University
New York University
University of New England
University of New England
University of Otago
University of Otago
University of Otago
Australian Archaeological Insitute at
Athens
Victoria University of Wellington
University of St Andrews
University of Newcastle
University of New South Wales
Macquarie University
Victoria University of Wellington
University of Newcastle

Lila

Knight

knili547 at student.otago.ac.nz

Daniel

Knox

Knox_Daniel at phd.ceu.edu

Clemens

Koehns

ckoehn2 at une.edu.au

Thomas

Koentges

thomas.koentges at uni-leipzig.de

Patricia
Ray
Sarah
Lydie
Samantha
Maxine
Hugh
Becky
Peter
Natalie
Antonio
Amanda
Anne
Marian
Omar
Bruce
Samantha
Rhys
Sean
Gwynaeth
John
Natalie
Elizabeth
Jacqueline
Sally
Kit
Gary
Sally
Lauren

Lastovicka
Laurence
Lawrence
Leurquin
Levick
Lewis
Lindsay
Lloyd-Hagemann
Londey
Looyer
Lopez Garcia
Macauley
Mackay
Maguire
El Manfalouty
Marshall
Masters
Maurer
McConnell
McIntyre
Melville-Jones
Mendes
Minchin
Moate
Moncrieff
Morrell
Morrison
Mubarak
Murphy

laspa426 at student.otago.ac.nz
ray.laurence at mq.edu.au
sarah.lawrence at une.edu.au
leuly784 at student.otago.ac.nz
uqslevi1 at uq.edu.au
maxine.lewis at auckland.ac.nz
hugh.lindsay at newcastle.edu.au
rllo013 at aucklanduni.ac.nz
peter.londey at anu.edu.au
natalie.looyer at pg.canterbury.ac.nz
antonio.lopezgarcia at helsinki.fi
ajc139 at uclive.ac.nz
anne.mackay at auckland.ac.nz
marian.maguire at yahoo.com
elmanfalouty at em.uni-frankfurt.de
brucemar at spin.net.au
masters at sun.ac.za
maurh107 at student.otago.ac.nz
sean.mcconnell at otago.ac.nz
gwynaeth.mcintyre at otago.ac.nz
john.melville-jones at uwa.edu.au
natalie at themendes.com
elizabeth.minchin at anu.edu.au
jmoate at hotmail.co.nz
sally_moncrieff at hotmail.com
kit.morrell at unimelb.edu.au
gary.morrison at canterbury.ac.nz
smub166 at aucklanduni.ac.nz
Lauren.Murphy at latrobe.edu.au

Brett

Myers

brett.myers at sydney.edu.au

Dario
Grant
Daniel
Nandini

Nappo
Nelsestuen
Osland
Pandey

dario.nappo at unina.it
nelsestuen at wisc.edu
dan.osland at otago.ac.nz
nbp006 at gmail.com

Katherin

Papadopoulos

201420678 at student.alc.edu.au

Tim
Simon
Giovanni
Justin
Natalia

Parkin
Perris
Piccolo
Pigott
Polikarpova

tim.parkin at unimelb.edu.au
simon.perris at vuw.ac.nz
gpiccolo at student.unimelb.edu.au
j.pigott at auckland.ac.nz
Natalia.Polikarpova at uon.edu.au

Arthur

Pomeroy

Arthur.Pomeroy at vuw.ac.nz

Karen
Sarah
Louise

Possingham
Prince
Prior

karen.possingham at anu.edu.au
sarah.prince at uq.net.au
louiserochford at gmail.com
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University of Otago
Central European
University/Universität Wien
University of New England
Center for Hellenic Studies, Harvard
University / Digital Humanities,
University of Leipzig
University of Otago
Macquarie University
University of New England
University of Otago
University of Queensland
Univeristy of Auckland
University of Newcastle
University of Auckland
Australian National University
University of Canterbury
University of Helsinki
University of Canterbury
University of Auckland
Goethe-University Frankfurt
Macquarie University
Stellenbosch University
University of Otago
University of Otago
University of Otago
University of Western Australia
University of Sydney
Australian National University
University of Otago
University of Melbourne
University of Melbourne
University of Canterbury
University of Auckland
LaTrobe University
Australian Archaeological Institute
at Athens
University of Naples "Federico II"
University of Wisconsin-Madison
University of Otago
University of Wisconsin-Madison
Australian Lutheran College |
University of Divinity
University of Melbourne
Victoria University of Wellington
University of Melbourne
University of Auckland
University of Newcastle
Classics, Victoria University of
Wellington
Australian National University
University of Queensland
University of Otago

Babette
David
Dan
Nicky
Candace
Bill
Ron

Puetz
Rafferty
Rankin
Rawnsley
Richards
Richardson
Ridley

Kai

Riley-McPhee

Anne
Tonya
Amy
Gina
Brianna
Enrica
Fiona
Ashleigh
Emily
Caitlan
Christopher
Guy

Rogerson
Rushmer
Russell
Salapata
Sands
Sciarrino
Seal
Shields
Simons
Smith
Smith
Smoot

babette.puetz at vuw.ac.nz
david.rafferty.inv at gmail.com
rankin25 at live.com.au
n.rawnsley at auckland.ac.nz
candace.richards at sydney.edu.au
wprichardson.classics at gmail.com
r.ridley at unimelb.edu.au
kai.riley-mcphee at
students.mq.edu.au
anne.rogerson at sydney.edu.au
tonya.rushmer at gmail.com
amy.russell at dur.ac.uk
g.salapata at massey.ac.nz
brianna.sands at uq.net.au
enrica.sciarrino at canterbury.ac.nz
seafi505 at student.otago.ac.nz
shias282 at student.otago.ac.nz
emily_simons at outlook.com
caitlan.smith at research.uwa.edu.au
cjs6 at st-and.ac.uk
guy.smoot at anu.edu.au

Brian

Sowers

bsowers at brooklyn.cuny.edu

Sapphire
Tom
Donna
Ian
Ryan
Gail
Jeff
Tristan
Marleen
Susan
David
Aimee
Andrew
Hendrikus
Michaela
Byron
Jonathan

Spademan
Stevenson
Storey
Storey
Strickler
Tatham
Tatum
Taylor
Termeer
Thorpe
Tindal
Turner
Turner
van Wijlick
Waite-Harvey
Waldron
Wallis

spasa435 at student.otago.ac.nz
t.stevenson at uq.edu.au
storeyd at student.unimelb.edu.au
istorey at trentu.ca
r.strickler at uq.edu.au
gailtatham at xtra.co.nz
jeff.tatum at vuw.ac.nz
Tristan.taylor at une.edu.au
m.k.termeer at uva.nl
sathorpenz at gmail.com
davidtindal at bigpond.com
aimee.turner at hdr.mq.edu.au
ajturner at unimelb.edu.au
hamvanwijlick at pku.edu.cn
waimi380 at student.otago.ac.nz
waldronbyron at gmail.com
Jonathan.Wallis at utas.edu.au

Shaohui

Wang

wangsh908 at gmail.com

Matthew
Kathryn
Pat
Roswyn
Sybil
Helen
Rachel
Jessica

Watts
Welch
Wheatley
Wiltshire
Wong
Wyeth
Yuen-Collingridge
Zelli

wattsy2707 at gmail.com
kathryn.welch at sydney.edu.au
pat.wheatley at otago.ac.nz
ryw14 at uclive.ac.nz
swong7 at tpg.com.au
hwye150 at aucklanduni.ac.nz
rachel.yuen at mq.edu.au
jesszelli at gmail.com
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Victoria University of Wellington
University of Adelaide
University of Melbourne
University of Auckland
University of Sydney
Monash University
University of Melbourne
Macquarie University
University of Sydney
University of Sydney
Durham University
Massey University
University of Queensland
University of Canterbury
University of Otago
University of Otago
University of Melbourne
University of Western Australia
University of St Andrews
Australian National University
Brooklyn College of the City
University of New York
University of Otago
University of Queensland
University of Melbourne
Trent University
Australian National University
Independent Scholar
Victoria University of Wellington
University of New England
University of Amsterdam
University of Auckland
University of New England
Macquarie University
University of Melbourne
Peking University
University of Otago
University of Sydney
University of Tasmania
Institute for the History of Ancient
Civilizations, Northeast Normal
University
University of Otago
University of Sydney
University of Otago
University of Canterbury
University of Auckland
Macquarie University
University of Queensland

FULL CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
Day 1

Day 1: 28 JANUARY

13:30-17:00

Registration, St David Complex

17:30-18:30

Welcome and AD Trendall Lecture Reception, Hutton Theatre, Otago Museum

18:30-19:30

22nd AD Trendall Lecture, ‘Straying from Myth,’ Marian Maguire
Day 2: Wednesday, 29 JANUARY

SESSION 1

Seminar Room A

Seminar Room B

Seminar Room C

Art in the Greek World

Seminar Room D

Seminar Room E

Seminar Room F

Text, Art, and Bodies

Reception and
Literature

Reading Greek Sources

Alison Griffith

Peter Keegan

John Davidson

Matthew Dillon

Dan Rankin
Run, Delphis, Run –
Imagery and
Stereotypes of Greek
Athletes in Theocritus’
Second Idyll

Nicole Kimball
Ancient Memories,
Ancient Nightmares:
The Reception of Rome
in the Malleus
Maleficarum

Janek Drevikovsky

Chair

History, Archaeology
and the Early Roman
Republic
Jeremy Armstrong

Speaker

Christopher Smith

Emily Simons

9:00-9:30

Crisis and Renewal:
Figuring out the Fifth
Century BC in Rome

Composite creatures:
meaning-making for
imaginary images

Speaker

John Hopkins

Anne Mackay

Caitlan Smith

Babette Puetz

Trevor Evans

9:30-10:00

Architectural
Production in Rome: A
New Assessment of
Evidence for the Long
Fifth Century

Conferring Kleos: the
voicing of archaic vaseinscriptions

Achieving the
unachievable: the male
athletic body in
Hellenistic and Roman
art

Solving Problems
through Katasterismos:
Classical Reception in
Zeustian Logic

‘A Kind of Link’: The
Greek Translations of
Joshua and the
Pentateuch

Speaker

Marleen Termeer

Gina Salapata

Samantha Levick

Sarah Judd

Guy Smoot

Health Care and the
Elite Man: gender and
virtus in Roman
medicine.

‘At The Threshold of
Presence and Absence’:
Body, Ruin, and the
Idea of Greece in Late
19th Century
Stereography

The first ‘Christians’:
The original meaning(s)
of Xριστιανοί/
Xρηστιανοί revisited

Panel

10:00-10:30

10:30-11:00

New perspectives on
early coinage in Rome
and Central Italy

Ladon and the
Hesperides: Loyalty or
Treachery?

Morning Tea, St David Complex

Εἰς ἕν γέλως τε κἀνίη:
Contextualising parody
in Herodas’ mimiamb
8.

Postgraduate Forum, Seminar Room D
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(DAY 2, 29 JAN.)
SESSION 2

Seminar Room A

Seminar Room B

Seminar Room C

Panel

History of the
Middle/Late Republic

Homeric Themes

Chair

Christopher Smith

Speaker

Seminar Room E

Seminar Room F

Ancient Religions

Fourteenth Century
Receptions

Christian Rhetoric

Guy Smoot

Gina Salapata

Tom Stevenson

Byron Waldron

Sarah Prince

Safari Grey (video link)

Natalie Mendes

Aimee Turner

Lisa Bailey

11:00-11:30

Techniques of Public
Presentation in Rome
Prior to the Second
Punic War

Communicating Status:
Epithets as Status
Identifiers in Homeric
Dialogue

Poor Offerings by Late
Antique Peasants:
Ritual Agency in North
African Temples

The
Legitimate/Illegitimate
Empress: Petrarch and
Livia

Servants of the servants
of God: service as
religious metaphor and
social reality in the
letters of Gregory the
Great

Speaker

Jonathan Barlow

Joel Gordon

Sven Guenther

K.O. Chong-Gossard

Helen Wyeth

Trevet’s Thyestes:
mythology and
backstory in a 14thcentury interpretation of
Seneca’s tragedy

Christianising Classical
Culture: Proba’s
treatment of foundation
narratives in her Cento

Andrew Turner

Justin Pigott

Counting stars: Some
preliminary
observations on
Nicholas Trevet’s
sources for his
commentary on
Seneca’s plays

‘These heaven-bound
dung beetles’: Late
Roman Attitudes
Towards Slaves
Entering the Clergy

11:30-12:00

Scipio Aemilianus at
Numantia

Dual localization in
Homer’s Odyssey: an
Ethiopian case study

Speaker

Ryleigh Adams

Graeme Bourke

12:00-12:30

Pompey’s Eastern
Settlements: A Case
Study in the Impact of
Roman Imperialism

The Location of
Homeric Thryoessa

A Hybrid Religion? A
New Inscription for
Theos Hypsistos and
the Religious
Landscape of the
Roman Empire
Manu BraithwaiteWestoby
Territory and control in
the pre-Christian
religions of Medieval
Scandinavia and
Ancient Greece

12:30-13:30
12:30-13:30

Seminar Room D

LUNCH, St David Complex
Lunchtime ASCS Executive Meeting, Seminar Room C
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(DAY 2, 29 JAN.)
SESSION 3

Seminar Room A

Seminar Room B

Seminar Room C

Seminar Room D

Seminar Room E

Seminar Room F

Panel

Institutions and
Institutional Change

Heterodox Classics

On the Fringes of
History

Greek Drama

Reception in the 20th
Century

Late Antique History

Chair

Gwynaeth McIntyre

K.O. Chong-Gossard

Jeremy Armstrong

Arlene Allan

Anastasia Bakogianni

Michael Hanaghan

Speaker

David Rafferty

Megan Daniels

Doug Forsyth

Robert Drummond

Tom Stevenson

Lila Knight

13:30-14:00

How many Romans
voted in elections?

Migration as an Inroad
to Heterodoxy in
Classics, Past and
Present

Economic
Development in the
Iron Age Cyclades

Agents of Justice: Zeus,
Apollo and the
fulfilment of δίκη in the
Oresteia

Enrico Guazzoni’s
Fabiola (1918): No
Match for Hollywood?

An Empire at War:
Economic Disparities in
the Roman Empire?

Speaker

Sally Mubarak

James Kierstead (video
link)

James Crooks

Arthur Pomeroy

Jason Blockley

14:00-14:30

Investigating
institutions: the role of
the pomerium in power
and organisation in the
Roman Republic

kata to anthropinon:
Human Nature and the
Classics

Reading ‘Crisis’ and
Response in the
Conflict of the Orders

The Inventiveness of
Robert Graves’ I,
Claudius

The Colonate – not just
for Coloni

Speaker

Kit Morrell

Louise Hitchcock

Daniel Knox

John Davidson

Stephen Duggan

Jessica AlexanderLillicrap
Stage of Opportunity:
Euripides’ Helen as a
case study to examine
the staging
opportunities in an
amphitheatre

Battlefield

14:30-15:00

15:00-15:30

The quaestio
repetundarum and
institutional reform in
the Roman republic

Black Athena:
Decolonization,
Western Civilization
and the Incredible
Whiteness of Being

A Network Approach
to Papal Conflict: The
Laurentian Schism
A.D. 498-514

Afternoon Tea, St David Complex
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Philoctetes on Lemnos
and other Fantasies

Magistrates: The
Propagation of the
Codex Theodosianus
through the
Collapsing Western
Empire

(DAY 2, 29 JAN.)
SESSION 4

Seminar Room A

Seminar Room B

Seminar Room C

Panel

Late Republic and the
Early Empire

Reception and Race

Chair

Jeff Tatum

Speaker

Ray Laurence

Seminar Room D

Seminar Room E

Seminar Room F

Latin Literature

Viewing the Past

Late Antique Texts

Louise Hitchcock

Jonathan Wallis

Arthur Pomeroy

Lisa Bailey

Brian Sowers

Enrica Sciarrino

Anastasia Bakogianni

Giovanni Piccolo

15:30-16:00

Floods, Fire and Debt
in Rome: Urban Risk
and Societal Danger in
the Late Republic and
the Early Principate

Socratic Metaphors for
Racial Injustice: Plato’s
20th Century Cave

Self-citing in Cicero's
De Divinatione

Performing Grief:
Mourning does indeed
Become Electra

Julius Solinus’
Fantastic Beasts:
Animal
Paradoxography and
the Role of Nature's
Providence in the
Collectanea Rerum
Memorabilium

Speaker

Dario Nappo

Donna Storey

Marguerite Johnson

Roswyn Wiltshire

Byron Waldron

16:00-16:30

Quintus Fabius
Maximus and the
Augustan Policy on the
Limes

Race and Romanità:
Exploring Fascist use
of ancient Rome in
northern Italy

Catullus’ Fantastical
Memories

‘Receptacle of a
Thousand Fantasies’:
Victorian reception of
Roman glass flasks

Diocles the Timid:
Invective History and
Divine Justice in
Lactantius’ De
Mortibus Persecutorum
17-19

Speaker

Bruce Marshall

John Hayden

Stephen Harrison

Hamish Cameron

Michael Hanaghan

16:30-17:00

Republican elogia and
Augustus’ Res Gestae
et Impensae

‘Yeezy Taught Me’–
Pop Music in the
Classics Classroom

A miniature Argo: the
homecoming boat of
Catullus 4

The Militarized
Geography of
Assassin’s Creed’s
Greece

Apuleius, Iamblichus,
and Augustine's
Polemics Against
(Harmful) Magic

17:00-18:00
18:00-19:00

Keynote Reception, St David Complex
“‘An Earthquake that Shook the World’: Seismicity and Society in the Late Fourth Century CE,” Associate Professor Cam Grey, St David

Lecture Theatre

19:30-21:30

Australasian Women in Ancient World Studies (AWAWS) Drinks, Ombrello’s

20:30-22:30

Postgrad Drinks, Eureka
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DAY 3: Thursday, 30 JANUARY
SESSION 5

Seminar Room A

Seminar Room B

Seminar Room C

Seminar Room D

Seminar Room E

Panel

Late Republican Rome

Gender and Classics

Latin Epic

Greek History and
Reception

Contemporary
Receptions

Chair

Kathryn Welch

Lea Beness

Enrica Sciarrino

Pat Wheatley

Simon Perris

Speaker

Hendrikus van Wijlick

Peter Keegan

Peter Gainsford

Peter Londey

Samantha Masters

9:00-9:30

Innovations and
inconsistencies in the
ius honorarium: Cicero
on Verres’ praetorian
edict

Crisis, resolution and
the female in Livy’s
foundation history

The Aeneid and the
Epic Cycle

Ottoman evidence for
ancient Gallipoli

Reading Wim Botha’s
Dead Laocoön in South
Africa

Speaker

Kai Riley-McPhee

Natalia Polikarpova

Anushka Dhanapala

Kara BraithwaiteWestoby

Karen Possingham

9:30-10:00

The Epistolary
Character of Marcus
Caelius Rufus

‘You forgot that it is a
woman that you are
trying to comfort’:
female addressees of
Seneca the Younger’s
consolations

Emotional Impact of
Wars as Reflected in
Vergil’s Poetry

The Legacy and
Reception of
Epameinondas from
Antiquity to Today

The Handmaidens’
Tale: Margaret
Atwood’s Re-vision of
the Odyssey

Speaker

Tonya Rushmer

Claudia Jardine

Robert Cowan

Gary Morrison

Ian Storey (video link)

10:00-10:30

Cura Annonae:
Senatorial Engagement
in Rome’s Grain
Supply

‘Shame prevents me’:
Anna Komnene’s
Alexiad and Sappho
fragment 137

Somnus’ Selfies and
Juno the Ingenue:
Extreme ekphrasis in
Statius Thebaid 10

Arrian’s Manipulation
of Time: Another look
at Gaugamela

The ‘Afterlife’ of Mary
Renault

10:30-11:00

Morning Tea, St David Complex
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Seminar Room F

(DAY 3, 30 JAN.)
SESSION 6

Seminar Room A

Seminar Room B

Panel

Presence and Absence

Artists and Academics:
some modern
receptions of Catullus
and Virgil

Chair

Jon Hall

Speaker

Seminar Room E

Seminar Room F

Economic Questions

Forgers, fakes, and
dubious histories:
cultural heritage in
context

Greek Religion

Robert Cowan

Peter Londey

Malcolm Choat

Arlene Allan

Jeff Tatum

Maxine Lewis (video
link)

Matthew Watts

Rachel YuenCollingridge

Shaohui Wang

11:00-11:30

Cherchez la femme?
Plutarch, Antony, and
Fadia

Visualising the
Classical presence in
Anne Carson’s Nox

Ptolemy I Soter and
Rhodes: An economic
perspective

Deviant Expertise: The
Forgeries of
Constantine Simonides

Re-Revisiting ὀρνίθειον
in the Columns I-VI of
the Derveni Papyrus

Speaker

Kathryn Welch

Anne Rogerson

Deborah Hope

Lauren Dundler

Eilish Draper

11:30-12:00

The Case of the
Vanishing Brother:
Lucius Antonius in 44
and 41 BCE

Home is where the
Harpies are: Dorothy L.
Sayers’ Gaudy Night
and the Aeneid

Pearl profusion: the
economic
consequences of largescale pearl production
and trade

Speaker

Tyla Cascaes

Jonathan Wallis

12:00-12:30

Brando and Burton:
How Mark Antony can
make or break a film

Illustrating Catullus

12:30-13:30
12:30-13:30

Seminar Room C

Seminar Room D

The Value of
Authenticity and
Authority in the Internet
Market for Antiquities Questions of Ethical
Engagement and Legal
Obligations
Richard Bott (video
link)
Scholarly Interaction
and the Erroneous
Authentication of the
Sheikh Ibada Fakes

Αἷμα Ταύρου and the
Cult of Ge at Aigai

Diana Burton
‘A goddess we honour
and respect’: Thetis and
other gods in Greek art

LUNCH, St David Complex
Lunchtime AWAWS Meeting, Seminar Room C

Lunchtime Museum Network Meeting, Seminar Room D
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(DAY 3, 30 JAN.)
SESSION 7

Seminar Room A

Seminar Room B
AWAWS: Towards a

Panel

Imperial History

History of Women in
the Discipline

Chair

Ray Laurence

Rachel YuenCollingridge

Marguerite Johnson

Speaker

Hugh Lindsay

Natalie Looyer
The Academic

13:30-14:00

Strabo and Augustan
Egypt

Speaker

Alison Griffith
Obeisance to Nero

(not Mithras):
14:00-14:30
Tiridates’ Visit to
Rome Revisited
Speaker

Pawel Borowski

Legacy of Miss
Marion Steven
Candace Richards

(video link)
Beyond the Curator: A
history of Women at

Seminar Room E

Seminar Room F

Greek Philosophy and

Language

Christian Imagery and
Text

Elizabeth Baynham

Dougal Blyth

Justin Pigott

Elizabeth Minchin

Katherine Hall

Han Baltussen

Sonia-Ingrid Anderson

Emotions, memory, and
the wrath of Achilles:

observations from
cognitive psychology

Did Demetrius
Poliorcetes suffer from
Narcissistic Personality
Disorder?

Chloe Bray

Charlotte Dunn

Thomas Koentges

Demetrius Poliorcetes:

μελέτη τὸ πᾶν: A

Looking at his reign
via the lens of
Narcissistic
Personality Disorder

Computational
Approach to Finding
Research-Relevant
Passages

Linguistics, Psychology

and Memory

Seminar Room D
Demetrius Poliorcetes

the Nicholson
Museum

Transience and the
Meadow of Hippolytus:
Perspectives from
Cognitive Linguistics

Tim Parkin

Katherin Papadopoulos

Pat Wheatley

Beryl Rawson, magna
mater

Memory flaws: the
good, the bad, and the
ugly in late antique

The King as TimeLord: Demetrius
Poliorcetes and the
Eleusinian Mysteries of

Inter-civic boundary

disputes under
14:30-15:00 Roman rule:
Perspective from
Linked Ecologies

Seminar Room C

memory studies

Eunapius’ Use of
Homer: Allusion and

Authority in his Lives
of Philosophers and
Sophists

303 BC

15:00-15:30

Afternoon Tea, St David Complex

15:30-17:00

General Meeting of the Australasian Society for Classical Studies, St David Lecture Theatre

18:00-20:00

Conference Dinner, Etrusco at the Savoy

20:30-late

Professor Matthew Trundle Celebratory Event, Location TBD
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To ‘bee’ or not to ‘bee’:
Innovation in Early
Christian Imagery
Gail Tatham
Empty shoes: a motif
on an early Christian
marble fragment in
Rome
Eva AnagnostouLaoutides
Proclus’ Recent God
and the Eucharist in
Early Christian
Thinkers

9:00-10:00

DAY 4: Friday, 31 JANUARY
St David Lecture Theatre: ASCS 41 Plenary session, “‘Te Iriata’ and the Iliad: On Translating Homer in Māori,” Associate Professor Simon

Perris, Victoria University of Wellington

10:00-10:30

Morning Tea

SESSION 8

Seminar Room A

Seminar Room B

Panel

Egypt

Roman Social History

Chair

Andrew Connor

Speaker

Michael Hayes
Amarna, visionary
encounters and the New
Kingdom crisis:
‘Rethinking’ the
revolutionary nature of
Akhenaten’s reign
through later sublime
monotheistic
experiences
Susan Thorpe

10:30-11:00

Speaker

Seminar Room D

Kit Morrell

Seminar Room C
Representation and
Remembrance: Aspects
of a Cultural History of
Genocide in Antiquity
Tristan Taylor

Tegan Gleeson

Tristan Taylor

Verecundia and

Ancient Philosophy

Ancient Art

Gary Morrison

Han Baltussen

Hamish Cameron

Matthew Dillon

John Blackler

Lauren Murphy

Classical Greek

History

Execution
Deface the Philosopher:
(ἀναίρεσις): Inflicting
Lucian’s Contribution
Pain and Death as
to the Cynic Tradition
Punishment in
Ancient Greece

Divine Occurrences
in Livy 1-10

A Cultural History of
Genocide – The Truth
in a ‘False’ Debate

Jessica Zelli

Clemens Koehn

Suicide as a Literary

Device in Tacitus’
Annals

Spring lost:
Representations of
Androcide in Greek
Literature and Art
Sarah Lawrence

Sean McConnell

Extraordinary
Slaughter: Genocide
and Memory at Rome

The vote in Cicero’s
political philosophy

11:00-11:30

Speaker

Sarah Chandlee

Amanda Macauley
The ‘barbarian’

11:30-12:00

An Analysis of
Household Activities in
Houses from Late
Period and Ptolemaic
Egypt

12:00-13:00

Seminar Room F

Torture (βάσανος) and

An extra dimension: the
important personal
insight ancient
Egyptian private letters
provide to augment
visual evidence

12:00-13:00

Seminar Room E

Other: Roman
collective identity
versus Maximinus
Thrax

William Richardson

Pre-Hamiltonian Vase
Collecting

Dougal Blyth

Paolo Cimadomo

Appius Claudius Caecus
and Pythagoreanism

The Elephants of Petra
and their role in
Nabataean Kingdom

Does Paper Beat

Stone? Ps.Demosthenes’
Account of the
League of Corinth

James Donaldson

(video link)
The Shellal Mosaic:
Archaeological, Textual
and Visual Traditions

LUNCH, St David Complex
Lunchtime Publishing Workshop, Prof. Ron Ridley, Seminar Room C
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New Zealand Triennial Meeting, Seminar Room D

(DAY 4, 31 JAN.)
Workshop Session 1
13:00-13:30

AWAWS and ASCS co-sponsored workshop on bullying in the workplace, Seminar Room A
Workshop Session 2

13:30-14:00

Career Development Workshop, Seminar Room B

14:00-14:30

AFTERNOON TEA

SESSION 9

Seminar Room A

Seminar Room B

Seminar Room C

Panel

Epigraphy and
Papyrology

Suetonius' Caesars:
Context and Character

Adultery in GrecoRoman Literature

Chair

Sven Guenther

Hugh Lindsay

Speaker

Andrés Cid-Zurita

Emily Chambers

The places of the dead:
words on the epitaphs
of children in the
Roman world
Greg Horsley
A re-edition of
Pfuhl/Möbius, Die
ostgr. Grabreliefs vol.
2.1137, and its
consequences for the
date of an inscription in
Canberra
Andrew Connor
Lucius Memmius feeds
the crocodiles:
Religious belief in the
imperial discourse

Emperors as heirs in
Suetonius’ Lives: how
(not) to accept an
inheritance
Tamara Bremert

14:30-15:00
Speaker

15:00-15:30

Speaker
15:30-16:00

16:00-17:00

Seminar Room E
Collection and
Consumption across the
Roman social spectrum

Seminar Room F

Brian Sowers

Marleen Termeer

Jonathan Barlow

Sally Moncrieff

Amy Russell

Yvonne Inall

Tales of mythological
adultery in Juvenal’s
first satire

Consumer goods and
cultural revolution

Indigenous warfare on
the eve of Roman
colonisation

John Hilton

Grant Nelsestuen

Antonio López García

The macellum of empire
in Varro and beyond

A tribunal of the urban
prefect in Rome. A new
functional hypothesis
on the Hadrianic
Auditoria complex in
the Forum of Trajan

Phoebe Garrett

Nandini Pandey

Michael Affleck

The other guys:
Suetonius’ secondary
characters

Collecting and
Consuming Diversity in
Imperial Rome

The Library at Timgad
(Thamugadi)

Naughty Nero: Sexual
Depravity in Context in
Suetonius’ Life of Nero

Broken homes,
banishment and
homelands in the
Aethiopica of
Heliodorus

Seminar Room D

Conference Wrap, OPTIMA prizegiving, St David Complex
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Roman Archaeology

ASCS 41 (2020) 28-31 January
Tuesday, 28 January
· 13:30 – 17:00 | Registration
· 17:30 – 18:30 | Opening Reception, Otago Museum, Hutton Theatre
· 18:30 – 19:30 | 22nd A.D. Trendall Lecture: Marian Maguire
Wednesday 29 January
· 09:00 – 10:30 | Session 1
· 10:30 – 11:00 | Morning Tea. Postgraduate Forum
· 11:00 – 12:30 | Session 2
· 12:30 – 13:30 | Lunch. ASCS Executive Committee Meeting
· 13:30 – 15:00 | Session 3
· 15:00 – 15:30 | Afternoon Tea
· 15:30 – 17:00 | Session 4
· 17:00 – 18:00 | Keynote Reception, St David Lecture Complex
· 18:00 – 19:00 | 41st ASCS Keynote Address: Campbell Grey (University of Pennsylvania)
· 19:30 – 21:30 | AWAWS Members Drinks, Ombrello’s
· 20:30 – 22:30 | Postgraduates Drinks, Eureka
Thursday 30 January
· 09:00 – 10:30 | Session 5
· 10:30 – 11:00 | Morning Tea
· 11:00 – 12:30 | Session 6
· 12:30 – 13:30 | Lunch. AWAWS Meeting. Museum Network Meeting
· 13:30 – 15:00 | Session 7
· 15:00 – 15:30 | Afternoon Tea
· 15:30 – 17:00 | AGM
· 18:00 – 20:00 | Conference Dinner, Etrusco at the Savoy
· from 20:30 | A Celebration of Professor Matthew Trundle (details TBD)
Friday 31 January
· 09:00 – 10:00 | ASCS 41 Plenary Session: Assoc. Prof. Simon Perris (Victoria University of
Wellington), “‘Te Iriata’ and the Iliad: On Translating Homer in Māori”
· 10:00 – 10:30 | Morning Tea
· 10:30 – 12:00 | Session 8
· 12:00 – 13:00 | Lunch. Lunchtime session: Publishing in the Classics, Prof. Ron Ridley
· 13:00 – 14:00 | Workshop sessions
· 14:00 – 14:30 | Afternoon Tea
· 14:30 – 16:00 | Session 9
· 16:00 – 17:00 | OPTIMA Prizegiving, etc.

AUSTRALASIAN SOCIETY
FOR CLASSICAL STUDIES
41st Annual Conference and Meeting
University of Otago 2020

