
Welcome 
2020 got off to a great start for Classics at Otago, as the Programme was 
ranked in the top 50 globally (and first in New Zealand) and had the honour 
of hosting the annual Australasian Society for Classical Studies (ASCS) 
conference in January, with over 200 attendees from Australasia and around 
the world. The conference was organised to great acclaim by Dr. Dan Osland. 
We then saw big challenges as we faced the COVID pandemic and the sudden 
shift to on-line learning and research in March – not easy when you are an 
archaeologist with plans to dig on site in Spain, or when your home lecturing 
space is your kitchen or bedroom dressing table! Staff and students rose to 
the occasion splendidly, although it is an experience we hope not to repeat. 
COVID also saw the cancellation of many of our annual Classics events. 
Despite COVID, enthusiasm for the Classics shows no signs of abating in 
2021, with a growing number of students choosing to study Greek and Latin. 
In these times of COVID there are many challenges ahead for all of us, but I 
trust you will enjoy these highlights from Classics at Otago. 

Dr Sean McConnell (Head of Programme) 
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Two Years in Review 
Arlene Allan 

Arlene saw first volume on the reception of Herakles/Hercules with Brill appear in late 2019 of which 
she was both an editor and contributor of three chapters. She was also on RSL in the second half of 
2019 during which she presented 3 conference papers (Bertinoro, Italy; St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
CA) and 3 talks (Ontario, CA). She completed a chapter for an edited volume on modern receptions of 
Herakles, which appeared in print in late 2020. She was also able to give one talk to the Otago 
Classical Association in August on 1960s The Mighty Hercules cartoon and two seminar papers, one to 
the Theology Seminar group and the other to our Classics Research seminar both dealing with the 
early reception of the biblical Book of Revelation by native Greek speakers—a subject which she is 
currently pursuing as a book project. 

Jon Hall 

Jon has delivered research papers in Hong Kong and Australia, and published a paper in the Journal of 
Historical Pragmatics, entitled “Cicero’s De Officiis, Politeness and Modern Conduct Manuals.” He is 
currently completing a book on conversational politeness in the Late Roman Republic. He keeps 
himself off the streets by assessing grant applications. 

Sean McConnell 

In 2019-2020 Sean completed papers on various aspects of Cicero’s philosophy, including ‘Cicero and 
Socrates’ for Brill’s Companion to the Reception of Socrates, ‘Cicero’s Philosophical Works’ for Oxford 
Bibliographies, ‘Cicero and the golden age tradition’ for a volume entitled Ancient Utopias, and ‘Cicero 
on the emotions and the soul’ for the Cambridge Companion to Cicero’s Philosophy. He is currently 
writing a paper on Cicero’s engagement with the Cynics for De Officiis: A Critical Guide. 
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DIVISION OF HUMANITIES 
TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD 2019 
At the third annual Division of Humanities Teaching and Learning 
Symposium in 2019, Dr Gwynaeth McIntyre was awarded the 
Division of Humanities Teaching Excellence Award. As part of the 
award, she also received the taonga Kete tuarua, crafted by local 
artist Blondie Ngamoki.



Gwynaeth McIntyre 

Gwynaeth spent the first half of 2019 on RSL in Canada and gave a series of talks on Roman coinage 
in Vancouver, Winnipeg, and Hamilton. Over the rest of the year, she continued her travels giving 
papers in the USA and Australia. Her co-taught Classics and Politics course which first ran in 
November 2019, was offered again in 2020 with great success. She continues her work on the Roman 
coin collection at the Otago Museum, has published a co-authored piece on “Teaching Group Work 
with Roman Coins”, and has in progress a number of other articles on teaching with coins, Caligula’s 
use of coins to promote his deceased family members, and the Otago collection.  

Dan Osland 

In 2019 Dan took on the role of head of the new School of Arts' Committee on Teaching and Learning. 
He published an article on late antique patronage in the journal Studies in Late Antiquity and 
supervised his first MA student (Lila Knight, now pursuing her PhD at Durham). He also convened the 
ASCS 2020 conference at Otago, with ample support from colleagues. COVID-19 interrupted plans to 
conduct an excavation project and archaeological field school in Mérida, Spain, during his Semester 2 
RSL period, so instead Dan dove into a book manuscript. That project is ongoing. 

Pat Wheatley 

Pat had a stimulating 2020. Lockup brought some interesting challenges, 
including figuring out how to teach Ancient Greek online and ensuring students 
stranded in Australia and America could still access his Alexander the Great 
course. A number of his publications also appeared in print all at once, including 
his long-awaited 528 page book on Demetrius the Besieger. 2021 looks promising: 
he is excited that a talented group of Postgraduate candidates are in the wings, 
and has a new book contract with Wiley to produce a textbook on Alexander’s 
Successors, the so-called Diadochoi. He is also continuing his work on a 
Commentary to books 6-7 of Arrian’s Anabasis for Oxford University Press.  
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DIVISION OF HUMANITIES 
TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD 2020 

We are delighted to announce that the 2020 winner of the 
Humanities Teaching Excellence Award went to Dr Sean 
McConnell. Our programme is full of fantastic teachers and we 
are honoured that Classics faculty members have won this 
award two years running.



Student News 
Current Postgraduate Students 
Tyler Broome 

I am currently in the home 
stretch of my MA thesis on 
imagined character speeches in 
the orations of Cicero. I am 
interested in how he brings 
forward other characters as a 
means of persuading his 
audience through emotional 
appeals and enhancing his 

credibility as a speaker by presenting supporting 
testimonies – even if these testimonies are his 
own inventions. This year I have also had the 
pleasure of tutoring a couple of 100-level 
Classics papers, and of presenting my MA 
research virtually at the annual AMPHORAE 
conference. 
 

Jen Copedo 
I have always had a love for 
history and mythology. I 
studied Ancient History and 
Anthropology at the University 
of Auckland, and did my 
Honours in Egyptian religion 
a n d m y t h o l o g y. A f t e r 
graduation, I took some time  

 
off and focused on my Museum Career. In 2019  
I decided to re-immerse myself in study and am  
working on an MA project which looks at the 
mythology of Norse and Ancient Greek Oceans 
and the creatures within. 
 
 
Matt Watts 

In early 2020, I presented a 
paper at ASCS on the 
economic perspective of the 
siege of Rhodes in 306/305 
BCE. Currently, I am writing 
my thesis examining 4th 
Century BCE Indo-Greek 
trade with an emphasis on 
the spices from India and 
the dispersion of Greek coins 

across the east. Having completed chapters on 
the Greek perception of India, cinnamon and 
cassia, and Greek coins found in hoards in the 
east, the most recent chapter I have been 
working on deals with some of the other Indian 
goods that may have ended up in the Greek 
world. 

 
HUMS Internships 

In 2019 Sarah MacManus participated in a Humanities Internship project at the 
Otago Museum, photographing and cataloguing the Museum's extensive ancient 
and medieval glass collection. Thanks to Sarah's hard work, hundreds of glass 
items have now been catalogued and re-packaged according to contemporary 
museum practice. 

In Semester 1 of 2020 Jenna McNaughton’s Internship was in the Hocken Archives, with a focus on 
the history of antiquities collection in Dunedin and the correspondence of Sara and Willi Fels. Despite 
being forced to conduct much of her work off site due to COVID-19, Jenna was still able to annotate a 
large body of Sara Fels' correspondence, distilling a great deal of information about Sara and her 
extended family and their contribution to the history of Dunedin and the Otago Museum. 
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Honours Dissertations 2019 and 2020 

Congratulations to all our Honours students. 
Wishing you all the best in your future endeavours.

Tyler Broome - Moral decline in Sallust’s Bellum Catilinae and Bellum 
Iugurthinum 
Madeleine Fountain - Life on the Northern Frontier of Roman Britain 
Pia Huston - Gender in the Underworld 
Helena Jones - Aristophanes’ wives and lovers 
Sarah MacManus - On the side of man: Athena as a civilising force 
Jacqui Moate - Homer and the Presocratics on the soul 

Scott Bezett - Xenophon’s Spartan Fabrication: The 
Construction of an Ideal State in Xenophon’s Constitution of the 
Lacedaemonians 
Ben Clarkson - Binding and Demons: δαίμονες in Ancient 
Greek κατάδεσμοι 
Kiri Lenagh-Glue - Paene potius puer: The use of age identifiers 
in Cicero’s Philippicae  
Lydie Leurquin - To what extent did the Minoan and Mycenaean cultures influence the Late Bronze 
Age Aegean? A preliminary study of eastern Aegean tombs and the origins of the material culture 
Rhys Maurer - The Tragic Rule of Lysimachus: A Thematic Study of the Exclusion of Lysimachus’ 
Rule in the History of the Diadochi 
Megan Snell - The Roman Empire and Gaul, 260-476 
Eliza Thompson - Ideological change in Athenian Funerals: A Case Study of the Lekythoi Vases in 
the Otago Museum

 Recently Awarded Degrees 
It has been quite an exceptional couple of years with many of our students completing their 
Postgraduate degrees! 

Kara Braithwaite-Westoby (PhD, 2020) - Epameinondas and the Theban Hegemony 
Joel Gordon (PhD, 2019) - Imagining the Underworld: Topography Versus Eschatology 

John Blackler (MA, 2019) - Laughter in Plato 
Lila Knight (MA, 2019) - From Commodus to Constantine: The Function and Administration of 
the Roman Imperial Mints in the Third Century CE 
John Matthews (MA, 2020) - Doctor Ovid: Teaching what to whom in Tristia 2? 
Jacqui Moate (MA, 2020) - Alleviating Death Anxiety in Epicureanism 



 Outreach and Classics in the Community 

School Quizzes 

In 2019, we held another successful series of quiz nights. 10 teams participated in the Senior 
Quiz  night, with defending champs “Mythamphetamine” (Columba College Year 13) claiming 
the title again. There was a tie for second between “Get Oedipus Rekt” (Columba College and 
John McGlashan Year 12) and “Stab the Salad” (Columba College Year 11). 
 
The Junior and Intermediate Quizzes were delivered to a packed house with 10 teams 
participating at the Junior level and 10 teams at the Intermediate level. Teams came from all 
over the city and we were pleased to welcome back 
teams from Dunedin North Intermediate, who had 
been absent for the  past couple of years. There was a 
three way tie for first place at the Junior Quiz with 
the “Crispy Creepers” (Logan Park High School Year 
9/10) edging out “Veni Vidi Yeeti” (Columba College 
Year 10) and “Singing Sirens” (Columba College Year 
9) in the tie-break. “Athena’s Daughters” (Columba 
Year 7/8) took first place at the Intermediate Level 
with “Tahuna Nike” (Tahuna Year 7/8) a close second.  

As always these events are successful because of the high level of volunteerism from the Classical 
Association and Classics community, and so special thanks for assistance on the nights of the 
quizzes are due to a whole host of current and former students: Olivia Eustace, Madeleine 
Fountain, Lila Knight, Sarah McManus, Jacqui Moate, Matt Watts, and Nathan Watson. Thank 
you to Kiri Lenagh-Glue for being an excellent MC for both events. A special thank you is due to 
George Morris for helping out with refreshments (as well as serving as Treasurer of the Classical 
Association).  

Unfortunately due to COVID-19 restrictions, we were unable to host the Schools Quizzes in 
2020, but we look forward to welcoming everyone back in 2021. 

Latin Club 

In 2019 the Programme hosted a weekly Latin Club for Kids, using the wonderful 
Minimus textbook. Around 12 children aged 7-11 attended the Club, along with 
some parents, with 5 progressing to the Oxford Latin Course in 2020 before COVID 
took over. If you have children who would like to learn Latin, please get in touch. 
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Classical Association 

In 2019 the Classical Association of Otago 
hosted five talks. The programme began on 21 
March when our own Dan Osland gave a talk 
entitled, ‘Archaeological Research at the 
Beginning and the End of the Roman Empire.’ 
Our first talk was followed on 11 April with an 
entertaining and informative lecture on 
‘Screening Ancient Greece: Michael Cacoyannis’ 
Euripidean Trilogy’ by Anastasia Bakogianni 
(Massey).  This event was supported by a 
generous grant from the University of Otago 
Continuing Education Fund.   

August proved to be especially busy for the 
Association, with all three of the guest speakers 
addressing us roughly two weeks apart and the 
Senior quizzes occurring in the same week as 
our fourth speaker and Junior and Intermediate 
quizzes in the week between speakers four and 
five.  Semester 2 began with a talk by Jon 
Coulston (University of St. Andrews) on 1 
August entitled, ‘Equipping the Roman army for 
war.’ Julia Kindt (University of Sydney) spoke to 
us on 15 August about ‘Catching the Socratic 
Gadfly: Good Citizenship Ancient and Modern’, 
the second of this year’s talks to receive support 
from the University of Otago Continuing 
Education Fund. Our season wrapped up with 
Christopher Howgego, a highly esteemed 
authority on ancient coinage from the 
Ashmolean Museum (University of Oxford) and 

his talk on ‘Vespasian and the blood of Richard 
the Lionheart’. It is certainly a pleasure to 
acknowledge that four of our five speakers came 
from outside our university, and three of these 
four were from outside of New Zealand: this has 
provided an excellent opportunity for our 
students, members, and the wider community to 
hear from scholars from around the globe on 
their most recent scholarship.  

2020 began with high hopes for a very busy and 
enjoyable year, with three international visitors 
scheduled to offer talks to the Association: 
Professors Greg Woolf (March), Celia Schultz 
(July) and Hans Van Wees (July). Unfortunately, 
given the arrival of COVID-19, none of these 
speakers were able to travel here, and we were 
unable to meet at all until second semester. 
Once we were able to meet again in person, our 
talks were delivered “in house” with Arlene 
Allan delivering a talk on “Hercules on the Big 
and Little Screens in the 1960s” in August, and 
P a t W h e a t l e y 
presenting his work 
o n “ T h e D a t e d 
Coinage of Sidon: An 
Ariadne’s thread in 
t h e y e a r s a f t e r 
Alexander the Great” 
in September.  

So as the saying goes: it can only get better from 
here. Although it remains uncertain whether 
international travel will recommence in 2021, 
there is still the possibility that we will be able 
to invite some of our New Zealand colleagues in 
the coming year.  
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ASCS CONFERENCE 
The 41st Meeting and Conference of ASCS took place 28-31 January 
2020 in Dunedin, at the University of Otago. Over 190 delegates 
from around the world registered to participate in the conference, 
whose final program comprised nearly 150 papers spread across 
three days and split over as many as six parallel streams. The 
conference opened with the 22nd A.D. Trendall Lecture, “Straying 
from Myth,” delivered by New Zealand artist Marian Maguire in the 
Otago Museum. Associate Professor Cam Grey of the University of 
Pennsylvania gave the conference Keynote Lecture, “ ‘An Earthquake 
that Shook the World.’ Seismicity and Society in the Late Fourth 
Century CE.” Both lectures were attended by enthusiastic audiences 
of more than 200 conference delegates and members of the public. 
More than 130 guests attended the conference dinner, held at Etrusco 
at the Savoy, and this dinner was followed by a celebration of the life of Professor Matthew 
Trundle, a truly wonderful colleague and friend. The final day of the conference kicked off with 
Associate Professor Simon Perris’ Plenary Lecture on “‘Te Iriata’ and the Iliad: On Translating 
Homer in Māori.”  

The Otago Classics Programme is very proud to have been able to host such a large contingent of 
the ASCS community, and special thanks to Dan Osland, the organising committee, and 
volunteers for a fantastically successful event. He konā mai!   
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Contact Classics Programme: 
 
Email classics@otago.ac.nz 
Tel 03 479 8709 
Web http://www.otago.ac.nz/classics 
or write to:  Classics Programme 
  University of Otago 
  PO Box 56 
  Dunedin 9054 
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