
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

 

6 April 2017 
  

Present: Professor V.A. Squire (in the Chair), Associate Professor P.A. Cragg, Mr J.R.A. 

Cushen (in place of Mr S.M.W. Chu), Professor W.W. Harris, Professor K.M. 

Lyons, Ms M.A. Morgan, Associate Professor J.E. Murray, Ms L.H. Northwood, 

Associate Professor L. Paterson, Professor R. A. Spronken-Smith, and Associate 

Professor K.L.H. Wynn-Williams (in place of Dr F.J. Edgar). 

   

In attendance: Associate Professor T.D. Cooper (for item 7(a)), Dr H.R. Osborne (for item 7(c)), 

Ms J.R. Hinkley, Mr G.A. Macaulay, Miss R.M. Taylor, and Mr G.K. Witte. 

 

   Apologies for absence were received from Professor R.J. Blaikie, Mr S.M.W. 

Chu, Dr F.J. Edgar, Professor A.D. Harland, and Dr S.J. Stein. 

 

1. Minutes The minutes of a meeting of the Board held on 2 March 2017 were taken as read 

and confirmed 

 

2. Intimations from the Senate   

 

  The Board noted that the Senate on 29 March 2017 recommended for approval or 

approved recommendations from the Board (2 March 2017) to delete Marketing 

Management as subject for MBus, to delete Child and Adolescent Mental Health 

and Reproductive Mental Health as PGCertHealsc endorsements (together with 

the papers PSME 420, 423, and 438), to delete the Postgraduate Diploma in 

Industrial Health (together with the papers INDH 701-704), to introduce MFCO 

412 and PHIL 416, to amend the title of ZOOL 411, to introduce GENA 737 and 

to delete GENA 733, and to change the name (to Medicines Optimisation) of and 

requirements for the Medicines Management endorsement for PGCertPharm 

(deleting PHCY 541 and 542 and introducing PHCY 510 and 511). 

 

3. Matters Still to Be Finalised 

 

    The Board noted that matters previously considered by the Board and which had 

still to be finalised were as follows:  
 

    (a) Proposals for New Programmes  
  

 (i) August 2016: proposal for a Master of Arts (Coursework) degree to 

proceed to full development, taking into account various matters 

raised in discussion at the meeting of the Board (see item 7(a)). 

 

 (ii) October 2016: proposal for endorsements in Obesity Prevention and 

Management for PGDipHealSc and PGCertHealSc to proceed to full 

development (see item 7(c)). 

 

 (iii) February 2017: proposal to introduce Agricultural Innovation as a 

subject for PGCertAppSc, PGDipAppSc, and MAppSc to proceed to 

full development. 
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 (iv) March 2017: proposal to introduce Philosophy, Politics and 

Economics as a subject for BCom(Hons) to proceed to full 

development (see item 7(b)). 

 

 (b) Other Matters 

 

  (i) February 2017: further comprehensive stocktake of Special Topic 

papers to be undertaken, for reporting to the May meeting of the 

Board. 

 

  (ii) March 2017: a revised proposal Form 1S (indicative proposals for new 

programmes) to be prepared for consideration (see item 6(b)) 

 

4. Graduate Research Committee Matters 

                           

     (a)  The Board received a separately detailed report concerning candidates 

for doctoral degrees for January and February 2017.     

 

     (b) The Board received a proposal for guidelines concerning Hosting 

Research Students for Short-term Visits and 

 

 APPROVED   the guidelines for use, and for submission to the Senate, subject to 

replacing mention of a requirement to enrol (section 4(a)) with a 

statement that students would be registered in a central administration 

system, clarification of the section on pastoral care (section 5), and 

other minor editorial amendments.      

 

     (c) The Board received a discussion paper concerning Jointly-awarded 

Graduate Research Degrees and 

 

 AGREED   to ask Professor Spronken-Smith to revise and resubmit the paper in 

the light of matters raised in discussion and advice from the Planning 

and Funding Office.       

    

5. CUAP Matters 

 

    (a) The Board noted a list of Programme Reviews undertaken at the University 

of Otago in 2016 and reported to CUAP.  

 

    (b) The Board received a verbal report from Associate Professor Cragg on the 

CUAP meeting held on 9 March 2017 together with a summary of responses 

to a CUAP discussion document on the definition of masters’ degrees.   

 

6. Revised Forms for Proposals 

 

     (a) The Board received a revised proposal Form 3 (proposals for new papers), 

with further suggestions and comments for consideration, and 

 

 APPROVED  it for use, subject to amendments requested by the Board of Undergraduate 

Studies.  
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    (b) The Board received a draft of a revised proposal Form 1S (indicative 

proposals for new programmes) and  

 

 APPROVED   it for use. 

 

7. Proposal for New Programmes 

 

  The Board received the following separately detailed proposals and  

 

 RECOMMENDED  that they be approved, subject to the amendments specified 

 

  (a) from the Humanities Divisional Board (22 March 2017) to 

introduce a coursework option for the degree of Master of Arts 

(subject to including minimum standards of academic achievement 

in the admission regulations and other editorial amendments) 

together with or involving the introduction also of 

 Philosophy, Politics and Economics as a subject for the degree 

(description of the subject as an ‘endorsement’ to be corrected) 

 Humanities papers HUMS 501-503  

 590 and 591 papers for subjects for the coursework option 

(subject to clarification from the Planning and Funding Office 

on the use of 591 paper odes) 

 Theatre Studies papers THEA 580 and 581 

 Religious Studies papers RELS 501, 511 (limitation to MA 

students to be added), 521 (prescription to be included), and 523 

**CUAP approval required** 
   

 

  (b) from the Commerce Divisional Board (15 March 2017) to 

introduce Philosophy, Politics and Economics as a subject for 

BCom(Hons) (subject to provision of a brief justification).  

**CUAP approval required** 
 

  (c) from the Health Sciences Academic Board (16 February 2017) to 

introduce endorsements in Obesity Prevention and Management for 

PGDipHealSc and PGCertHealSc (involving new papers OBPM 

401-403). **CUAP approval required** 

 

8. Proposals to Delete Programmes 
 

  The Board 

 

 RECOMMENDED that the following separately detailed proposals be approved: 

 

  (a) from the Humanities Divisional Board (22 March 2017) to delete 

Studio Production as a subject for PGDipMus.   

 **CUAP notification required** 
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  (b) from the Health Sciences Academic Board (16 March 2017) to 

delete the Postgraduate Diploma in Aviation Medicine. 

**CUAP notification required** 
 

9. Proposals for New or Amended Regulations and Prescriptions 

 

   The Board 

 

 RECOMMENDED  that the following separately detailed proposals be approved:  

 

   (a) a proposal from the Graduate Research School to amend the 

regulations for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy (subject to 

possibly explicitly mentioning postgraduate diplomas as entry 

qualifications, clarification of the wording of regulation 6(a) 

concerning advisory panels, mention of Deans to be included in 

regulation 7(b), and detailing the consequential amendments to the 

regulations concerning presentation of theses arising from 

recommendation 9).   

 

   (b) proposals from the Humanities Divisional Board (22 March 2017)  

 

   (i) to amend the subject codes and paper numbers for 

Archaeology papers ARCH 401-403 and 410, and the subject 

code, paper number, and prescription for ARCH 404 (ARCH 

to revert to ANTH – Anthropology in all cases), with 

consequential amendments to the requirements for 

Anthropology for BA(Hons) and PGDipArts (subject to 

confirmation from the Planning and Funding Office 

concerning levels of funding for the papers concerned).  

 

   (ii) to amend the teaching period of Anthropology paper ANTH 

424. 

 

   (iii) to amend the teaching mode of Anthropology paper ANTH 

425. 

 

   (iv) to amend the requirements for Theatre Studies for BA(Hons). 

 

   (v) to introduce Sociology paper SOCI 410 Alternative Futures 

and the Sociological Imagination, subject to clarification of 

non-contact hours in Assessment Procedures and addition of 

Formative Assessment.  

 

   (c) proposals from the Sciences Academic Board (13 March 2017)  

 

    (i) to recode Design for Technology paper DETE 402 as 

Bioengineering paper BIOE 403.  

 

    (ii) to delete Design for Technology paper DETE 404.  
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    (iii) to create single-semester versions of Food Science papers 

FOSC 401-405, 421-424, 460, and 480.  

 

    (iv) to amend the requirements for Geographic Information 

Systems for BAppSc(Hons).   

 

    (v) to change the points values of Physics papers PHSI 480 and 

490.  

 

   (d) proposals from the Commerce Divisional Board (15 March 2017)  

 

   (i) to change the teaching period of Business Studies paper 

BSNS 401 from full-year to single-semester.  

 

   (ii) to amend the requirements for the degree of Master of 

Finance.  

 

   (iii) to introduce Finance paper FINC 425 Governance Issues in 

Finance.  

 

   (e) proposals from the Health Sciences Academic Board (16 March 

2017)  

 

    (i) to amend the requirements for the endorsements in 

Musculoskeletal Management, Pain and Pain Management, 

and Rehabilitation for MHealSc.    

**CUAP approval required**  
 

    (ii) to delete Health Sciences paper HASC 411 Research Design 

and Evaluation.   

 

   (iii) to amend the prescription for Nursing paper NURS 427.   

 

    (iv) to introduce prerequisites for Nursing paper NURS 429 (“R 

NURX 405, NURS 416” to be corrected to read “P NURS 

405, 416”).   

 

    (v) to amend the regulations for the Postgraduate Diploma in 

Medical Laboratory Science (admission criteria and 

schedule).   

 

    (vi) to amend the regulations for PGDipAeroRT, PGDipOccMed, 

PGCertAeroRT, PGCertCAvMed, and PGCertOccMed 

(examinations).  

 

    (vii) to amend the titles and prescriptions for Aviation Medicine 

papers AVME 711-714 and 716.   
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   The Board also noted that the Humanities Divisional Board (22 March 

2017) had approved the following content description in 2018 for Theatre 

Studies paper THEA 421 Special Topic: The Working Dramaturg.  

  

10. Date of Next Meeting 

 

   The Board noted that the next meeting of the Board had been set down 

for Thursday 4 May 2017 at 2 p.m. (in Committee Room North).  

    

11. Appreciation 

 

   The Board  

 

 AGREED to record its appreciation of Ms Hinkley’s work in setting up the system for the 

electronic distribution of agendas and documents for meetings. 


