
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

 

8 June 2017 
  

Present: Professor V.A. Squire (in the Chair), Professor R.J. Blaikie, Mr S.M.W. Chu, 

Associate Professor P.A. Cragg, Professor A.D. Harland, Professor K.M. Lyons, 

Ms M.A. Morgan, Associate Professor J.E. Murray, Ms L.H. Northwood, 

Associate Professor L. Paterson, Professor R. A. Spronken-Smith, and Dr S.J. 

Stein. 

   

In attendance: Ms J.L. Brunson, Ms J.R. Hinkley, Mr G.A. Macaulay, and Mr G.K. Witte. 

 

   Apologies for absence were received from Dr F.J. Edgar and Professor W.W. 

Harris. 

 

1. Minutes The minutes of a meeting of the Board held on 4 May 2017 were taken as read 

and confirmed 

 

2. Intimations from the Senate   

 

  The Board noted that the meeting of the Senate set down for 31 May 2017 had 

been cancelled but that in the absence of any objections it had been deemed that 

the Senate had approved the following recommendations from the Board (4 May 

2017): to change the titles of or to delete several Special Topic papers; to amend 

restrictions for HUMS 401; to introduce GEOG 463 and delete GEOG 462; to 

amend the regulations for MPols; to amend the teaching period and teaching mode 

of CHTH 405; to amend the points values of MELS 510 and 580. 

 

3. Matters Still to Be Finalised 

 

    The Board noted that matters previously considered by the Board and which had 

still to be finalised were as follows:  
 

    (a) Proposals for New Programmes  
  

 February 2017: proposal to introduce Agricultural Innovation as a subject 

for PGCertAppSc, PGDipAppSc, and MAppSc to proceed to full 

development. 

 

 (b) Other Matters 

 

  (i) February 2017: further comprehensive stocktake of Special Topic 

papers to be undertaken, for reporting to the May meeting of the 

Board (see item 7). 

 

  (ii) April 2017: discussion paper concerning Jointly-awarded Graduate 

Research Degrees to be revised and resubmitted. 

 

4. Graduate Research Committee Matters 

                           

     The Board received a separately detailed report concerning candidates for 

doctoral degrees for April 2017.           
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5. Annual Programme Reports 
 

    The Board received the following annual programme reports (together with copies 

of comments from the Health Sciences Divisional Board sent to programme 

coordinators and departments) and noted comments arising from discussion to be 

reported back to the relevant Divisions:  
 

  Interdivisional 

  Master of Higher Education [an exemplary report, especially concerning plans for 

monitoring] 
 

 Humanities 

 Master of Peace and Conflict Studies [unclear why enrolment data for only 2016 

recorded; International Office has offered support for recruitment]   

 Master of Politics [monitoring plan needs to be further developed with 

implementation commencing in 2017; all the template prompts to be 

answered in next year’s report] 

 Master of Teaching and Learning [report commended as full and thorough, 

reflecting the professional accreditation required]  

  Master of Emerging Technologies Law [Board recommended that this programme 

be deleted in either Round 2 2017 or Round 1 2018; GYR is scheduled for 

2018, so if no students have enrolled or completed, then the programme can 

be deleted and no GYR will be required] 

 Chaplaincy programmes: MChap, PGDipChap, PGCertChap [for MChap, the 

predicted numbers need to be included in the table of data; more information 

about the programme is needed to flesh out the report; the programme needs 

to develop and implement a monitoring plan in 2017, and to start collecting 

data to support the upcoming GYR] 
  
  Sciences 

 Economics for BSc(Hons), PGDipSci, and MSc [reports of a high standard with 

good analysis; programmes not thriving, despite  a large cohort of 

undergraduate students; research recommended into why students not taking 

the Honours or PGDipSci programmes, and what programmes they are 

choosing instead] 

 Consumer Food Science for PGDipSci and MSc [one report encompassing both 

the PGDipSci and MSc programmes requested for next year, including 

information on how it is intended to collect the evidence to assess the 

success of the programme, and evidence that monitoring is under way; 

monitoring should be commenced from the first year the programme is 

offered; International Office is willing to assist with recruitment, in 

particular there is the possibility of an articulation agreement with 

Singapore] 

 PGCertSciComm and PGDipSciComm; and MAppSc, PGDipAppSc, and 

PGCertAppSc in Creative Non-Fiction Writing in Science, Science and 

Natural History Filmmaking, Science Communication, and Science in 

Society [statement that interested students can progress “from a PGDip to a 

PhD” to be investigated for accuracy; additional discussion required with 

the Graduate Research School if this is intended; plans for monitoring and 

gathering evidence of the success of the programme very light and to be 

developed;  monitoring and collection of data should commence in 2017] 
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   Master of Wildlife Management [report commended; programme in good heart] 

 Sport and Exercise Nutrition for MAppSc, PGDipAppSc, and PGCertAppSc 

[programme might benefit from support from International Office] 
 

 Commerce 

 Master of Business Data Science [numbers lower than predicted; reasons and 

possible solutions to be included in next report, along with more details 

regarding how the programme will be monitored and what evidence will be 

gathered (to be implemented in 2017); issues in section 4(b) are for 

discussion with Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Divisional action] 

 Master of Economics [an exemplary report, especially concerning plans for 

monitoring programme quality]  

 Master of Finance [report considered to be too light; more information needed 

about the programme and in the highlights and issues sections; International 

Office notes that this is a key programme for the Bombay School of 

Economics] 

 Master of Professional Accounting [predicted numbers to be included in future 

reports; report too light and needs more in-depth information and analysis]  
 

 Health Sciences 

 Master of Dentistry [Board noted that enrolments were low but this would be 

investigated and addressed; plans for monitoring to be strengthened and 

intensified, and implementation should commence in 2017] 

 Master of Oral Health [deferred start noted; plans for monitoring to be 

strengthened and intensified, and implementation should commence in 

2017] 

 Clinical Ethics for PGCertHealSc [reporting very light; plans for monitoring to be 

strengthened and intensified, and implementation should commence in 

2017] 

   Master of Nursing Science [a very thorough and well put together report] 

 Postgraduate Diploma in Bioethics and Health Law [a good level of enrolments; 

plans for monitoring to be strengthened and intensified, and implementation 

should commence in 2017] 

 Master of Aeromedical Retrieval and Transport [Board disappointed that the 

programme had not been able to commence] 

 Master of Occupational Medicine [the report too light; plans for monitoring to be 

strengthened and intensified, and implementation should commence in 

2017, in order to have sufficient information to analyse] 

 Postgraduate Diploma in Public Health [commends you on the treatment of data 

commended; plans for monitoring to be strengthened and intensified, and 

implementation should commence in 2017 in order to have sufficient 

information for analysis; further information could be provided in section 4 

regarding the highlights of the programme] 

 

6. External Moderation at or above 400-level in 2016 
 

    The Board received reports from the four academic divisions and HEDC on 

external moderation in 2016.  The Board noted that there was uncertainty about 

the definitions and duties of moderators, assessors, and examiners and that the 

Convener intended to provide clarification to departments and divisions.   (Document C) 
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7. Special Topics Stocktake   
 

    The Board received a Special Topics Stocktake spreadsheet from the Division of 

Humanities and noted that there were no amendments that required approval. 
 

8. Proposal to Delete a Programme  

 

     The Board 

 

 RECOMMENDED that a separately detailed proposal from the Sciences Academic Board 

(15 May 2017) to delete Sports Technology as a subject for the degree of 

Bachelor of Applied Science with Honours be approved.  

**CUAP notification required** 
   

9. Proposals for New or Amended Regulations and Prescriptions 

 

   The Board 

 

 RECOMMENDED  that the following separately detailed proposals be approved:  

 

   (a) proposals from the Humanities Divisional Board (24 May 2017)  

 

   (i) to amend the title of Music paper MUSI 446.  

 

   (ii) to delete Music papers MUSI 410 and 445.  

 

   (iii) to introduce Peace and Conflict Studies paper PEAC 508 

Psychology of Peace and Conflict (noting that a revised 

proposal had been prepared, adding a restriction against 

PSYC 315).  

 

   (iv) to introduce new Ministry papers MINS 412 Church in 

Mission: Theology in Changing Cultures (Advanced), MINS 

413 Missional God, Missional People (Advanced), and MINS 

414 Arts and Culture in Christian Ministry and Mission 

(Advanced), to amend the title of and prerequisites for MINS 

408, and consequentially to amend the regulations for 

Chaplaincy programmes.  

 

   (b) proposals from the Sciences Academic Board (15 May 2017)  

 

   (i) to introduce Bioengineering paper BIOE 404 Medical 

Devices and Technology.   

 

   (ii) to amend the restrictions for Human Nutrition paper NUTN 

407 and Sports Medicine paper SPME 703.   

 

   (iii) to amend the points values of HUNT 490 and 495.   

 

   (iv) to introduce Psychology paper PSYC 462 Contemporary 

Issues in Psychology (and to delete PSYC 352).  
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   (v) to amend the requirements for BAppSc(Hons) in Sport and 

Exercise Nutrition. 

   

   The Board also noted that the Sciences Academic Board (10 April 2017) 

has endorsed the proposal to introduce Geography paper GEOG 463 

Geographies of Justice and to delete GEOG 462 (recommended for 

approval by the Board at its May meeting). 

 

7. Date of Next Meeting 

 

   The Board noted that the next meeting of the Board had been set down 

for Thursday 6 July 2017 at 2 p.m. (in the Council Chamber).  

 

8. Convener’s Business 

 

The Board noted that the Convener proposed to establish a joint ’Think 

Tank’ working group with the Board of Undergraduate Studies to explore 

whether the Boards were currently operating as efficiently as they should 

be. He was concerned that there was the capacity for the Boards to be 

overwhelmed with the quality assurance of internal academic proposals 

(such as those for new papers, deletions, changes of regulations and 

schedules) at the expense of strategic matters and the evaluation and 

finessing of proposals that would also be considered beyond the 

University, usually by CUAP, and suggested that alternative models for 

internal academic quality assurance processes could take pressure off the 

Boards.  
    


