
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

 

3 August 2017 
 

Present: Professor V.A. Squire (in the Chair), Professor R.J. Blaikie, Associate Professor 

P.A. Cragg, Mr J Cushen (in place of Mr S.M.W. Chu), Dr F.J. Edgar, Professor 

W.W. Harris, Professor K.M. Lyons, Ms M.A. Morgan, Ms L.H. Northwood, 

Associate Professor L. Paterson, Dr S Shaw, Professor R. A. Spronken-Smith, and 

Dr S.J. Stein. 

   

In attendance: Ms J.L. Brunson, Ms J.R. Hinkley, and Mr G.K. Witte. 

 

   Apologies for absence were received from Mr S.M.W. Chu, Associate Professor 

C. Golding, and Professor A.D. Harland. 

 

1. Minutes The minutes of a meeting of the Board held on 8 June 2017 were taken as read 

and confirmed 

 

2. Membership of the Board 

 

  The Board noted that Dr Sally Shaw (Associate Dean (Postgraduate), Division of 

Sciences) had replaced Associate Professor Janice Murray on the Board as the 

nominee of the Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Sciences); and that Associate Professor 

Golding (acting Head of Department for the Higher Education Development 

Centre) would attend meetings of the Board while Professor Tony Harland was on 

leave until 16 July 2018. 

 

3. Intimations from the Senate  

 

  The Board noted that the Senate on 28 June 2017 recommended for approval or 

approved the following recommendations from the Board (8 June 2017): to delete 

Sports Technology as a subject for BAppSc(Hons); to amend the title of MUSI 

446; to delete MUSI 40 and 445; to introduce PEAC 508; to introduce MINS 412-

414; to amend the title of and prerequisites for MINS 408; to amend the 

regulations for Chaplaincy programmes; to introduce BIOE 404; to amend 

restrictions for NUTN 407 and SPME 703; to amend the points values for HUNT 

490 and 495; to introduce PSYC 462 (and to delete PSYC 352); to amend the 

requirements for BAppSc(Hons) in Sport and Exercise Nutrition. 

 

4. Matters Still to Be Finalised 

 

    The Board noted that matters previously considered by the Board and which had 

still to be finalised were as follows:  
 

    (a) Proposals for New Programmes  
  

 February 2017: proposal to introduce Agricultural Innovation as a subject 

for PGCertAppSc, PGDipAppSc, and MAppSc to proceed to full 

development. 
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 (b) Other Matters 

 

  (i) April 2017: discussion paper concerning Jointly-awarded Graduate 

Research Degrees to be revised and resubmitted (see item 5(b)). 

 

  (ii) June 2017: ‘Think Tank’ working group established jointly with the 

Board of Undergraduate Studies to review the operation of both 

Boards.  

 

5. Graduate Research Committee Matters 

 

(a) The Board received separately detailed reports concerning candidates for 

doctoral degrees for May and June 2017. 

 

(b) The Board received a revised discussion paper concerning Jointly-awarded 

Graduate Research Degrees but 

 

 DEFERRED  detailed discussion until the September meeting of the Board, to allow time 

for further consultation within the academic teaching Divisions, and with 

the International Office, the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (External 

Engagement), and OUSA (the original document and copies of all 

submissions received to be provided to the Board). 

 

(c) Following discussion, the Board 

 

 AGREED   that the implementation of the Guidelines for Hosting Visiting Research 

Students for Short-term Visits would be put on hold until a University 

approach for recording visiting students is brought into operation.  It was 

noted that Professor Spronken-Smith would advise Departments to use the 

Human Resources form for visiting research staff to record formally any 

visiting research students in the interim. 

 

6. Annual Deadlines for Academic Proposals 
 

     The Board received a revised document outlining the Annual Deadlines for 

Academic Proposals and the process for requesting exemptions and    

 

 APPROVED  the deadlines and processes for use, subject to minor editorial amendments, 

and the addition of a list of all the Proposal Forms and their titles on the 

back page of the document. 

 

     The Board also 

 

 AGREED   that the Pre-BUGS/BoGS Administration Group should review the 

document annually to ensure the instructions remained current. 
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7. CUAP Report 
 

    The Board received a verbal report from Associate Professor Cragg on the Round 

1 2017 meeting of CUAP on 13 July 2017.  She referred to the new proposals and 

deletions submitted to Round 1, and to those requiring amendment following the 

peer review process.  Of Otago’s 12 new proposals, two required amendment and 

one, the MA (Coursework option) and PPE proposal, had been discussed at 

CUAP. All Otago proposals had been approved. 

 

    In addition, she reported on the following matters, relevant to the Board: 

; 

 Benchmarking the Qualification Framework to other countries – Level 8 

remains difficult to match with qualification frameworks in Europe and Hong 

Kong.  It would remain “unlevelled”. 

 

 The Masters’ Working Party was working to differentiate Level 8 vs Level 9; 

make recommendations about the quantum of research allowed in a 180-point 

Masters’ degree, and to standardise appropriate nomenclature for the different 

types of Masters’ degrees (e.g. Research, Professional, Conversion).  The 

Working Party review document with recommendations would be submitted 

to the September meeting of CUAP and then be distributed to universities for 

discussion. 

 

 CUAP processes – following the CUAP Review/audit there had been 

discussion about deleting the last step, requiring the NZVCC to approve 

decisions on programme proposals a month after the CUAP meeting. 

Speedier approvals could also be gained by allowing full approval as soon as 

all universities had signed off each proposal prior to the CUAP meeting; and 

for those proposals reserved for discussion at the CUAP meeting, full 

approval could occur either at the CUAP meeting or 2-3 weeks later if a 

decision was deferred. CUAP would also review whether there were certain 

types of proposals that did not need CUAP approval. In addition, a formal 

appeal process would be developed. 

 

 The Summary of the CUAP Review would be provided on the September 

Board agenda for discussion prior to Round 2.   

 

 The Joint Consultative Group (NZQA and CUAP) would be discussing the 

case of the Otago Polytechnic’s Doctorate in Professional Practice, which had 

been approved by NZQA with no input from CUAP. 

 

    In response to questions, Associate Professor Cragg advised that the regulations 

for Otago’s named higher doctorates (e.g. DMA) needed to be double checked to 

ensure they were consistent with the PhD regulations.  She noted that some 180 

point Masters’ degrees created in a proposal revising current degree regulations 

had missed out on having a GYR process.  This would be reviewed by CUAP and 

in future and retrospectively such programmes would be required to undertake a 

GYR. 
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    Professor Blaikie advised that the Otago Review of Research Master’s degrees 

had been completed and would be reviewed by the DVCs/PVCs Advisory Group 

and be submitted to the September meeting of the Board. 

 

8. External Moderation at or above 400-level in 2016 
 

    The Board received a resubmitted report from Division of Commerce on external 

moderation in 2016.  It was noted that this was still a work in progress.  The 

Department of Management had now established clear processes and external 

moderation would occur for 2018. 

 

9. Proposals to Delete Papers and Programme  

 

     The Board 

 

 RECOMMENDED that the following separately detailed proposals be approved: 

 

   (a) from the Sciences Academic Board (19 June 2017) to delete 

Surveying paper SURV 515 GIS Programming in Python.  

 

(b) from the Commerce Divisional Board (19 July 2017) to delete the 

degree of Master of Accounting (MAcct), as recommended by the 

Annual Programme Report.  **CUAP notification required** 

 

  (c) from the Commerce Divisional Board (19 July 2017) to delete the 

degree of Master of Business (MBus). 

**CUAP notification required** 
 

   (d) from the Commerce Divisional Board (14 June 2017) to delete 

Technology and Entrepreneurship paper TENT 410 Business 

Evaluation. 

 

   (e) from the Division of Health Sciences to delete the endorsement in 

Motivational Behaviour Change for the Postgraduate Certificate in 

Health Sciences, together with the constituent papers PSME 430 

and 431.  **CUAP notification required** 

 

10. Proposals for New or Amended Regulations and Prescriptions 

 

   The Board 

 

 RECOMMENDED  that the following separately detailed proposals be approved: 

 

   (a) from the Commerce Divisional Board (19 July 2017) to amend the 

requirements for BCom(Hons) in Accounting by increasing the 

range of papers available. 

 

   (b) from the Division of Health Sciences to amend the regulations for 

the Postgraduate Diploma and Certificate in General Practice 

(admission of Australian general practitioners).  
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   (c) from the Division of Sciences to amend the regulations for the 

Postgraduate Diploma in Clinical Psychology to formalise 

requirements under the Vulnerable Children Act 2014.  

 

   The Board also noted that the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic), 

acting on behalf of the Board and Senate, had approved a proposal from 

the Sciences Academic Board (19 June 2017) to make BIOC 490 

Dissertation available as a single-semester course component in the 

second semester of 2017 for one international student. 

   

11. Date of Next Meeting 

 

   The Board noted that the next meeting of the Board had been set down 

for Thursday 7 September 2017 at 2 p.m. (in the Council Chamber).  

 

12. Multi-level Paper Guidelines 

 

The Board received draft Multi-level Paper Guidelines (three documents, 

dealing with 200- and 300-level, 300- and 400-level, and 800- and 900-

level papers respectively), noted that, due to the issues and complexities 

raised by the multi-levelling of higher level papers (400-level papers 

could be either Level 8 or Level 9), the Board of Undergraduate Studies 

had agreed that it would be preferable to have one generic document based 

on the 200-level and 300-level multi-level guidelines, and 

 

 AGREED  to endorse the recommendation to replace the three Multi-level Paper 

Guidelines documents with one comprehensive generic document. 


