
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GRADUATE STUDIES 

 

7 September 2017 
 

Present: Associate Professor P.A. Cragg (in the Chair), Professor R.J. Blaikie, Dr F.J. 

Edgar, Associate Professor C. Golding, Professor W.W. Harris, Professor K.M. 

Lyons, Ms M.A. Morgan, Ms L.H. Northwood, Associate Professor L. Paterson, 

Dr S.A. Shaw, Professor R. A. Spronken-Smith, and Dr S.J. Stein. 

   

In attendance: Dr C.M. Tustin (for item 4(b)), Dr K.M. Pratt (for item 8), Ms J.L. Brunson, Ms 

J.R. Hinkley, Mr G.A. Macaulay, and Mr G.K. Witte. 

 

   Apologies for absence were received from Mr S.M.W. Chu and Professor V.A. 

Squire  

 

1. Minutes The minutes of a meeting of the Board held on 3 August 2017 were taken as read 

and confirmed 

 

2. Intimations from the Senate  

 

  The Board noted that the Senate on 30 August 2017 recommended for approval or 

approved the following recommendations from the Board (3 August 2017): to 

delete SURV 515, to delete the MAcct and MBus degrees, to delete TENT 410, to 

delete the endorsement in Motivational Behaviour Change for PGCertHealSc, 

together with PSME 430 and 431, to amend the requirements for BCom(Hons) in 

Accounting, and to amend the regulations for PGCertGP and PGDipClPs.  

 

3. Matters Still to Be Finalised 

 

    The Board noted that matters previously considered by the Board and which had 

still to be finalised were as follows:  
 

    (a) Proposals for New Programmes  
  

 February 2017: proposal to introduce Agricultural Innovation as a subject 

for PGCertAppSc, PGDipAppSc, and MAppSc to proceed to full 

development. 

 

 (b) Other Matters 

 

  (i) April 2017: discussion paper concerning Jointly-awarded Graduate 

Research Degrees to be revised and resubmitted (see item 4(c)). 

 

  (ii) June 2017: ‘Think Tank’ working group being established jointly with 

Board of Undergraduate Studies to review operations of both Boards. 

 

  (iii) August 2017: Multi-level Paper Guidelines documents to be replaced 

with one comprehensive generic document (see item 5). 
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4. Graduate Research Committee Matters 

 

(a) The Board received a separately detailed report concerning candidates for 

doctoral degrees for July 2017. 

 

(b) The Board received a memorandum and two report documents concerning 

research masters’ degrees and 

 

 AGREED  (i) to endorse in principle the recommendations contained in the report of 

the working party. 

 

     (ii) to ask Professor Blaikie and Professor Spronken-Smith to draft a 

schedule setting out details of how each recommendation should be 

implemented, based on the discussion at the meeting.    

 

     (iii) to record its appreciation of the work of Dr Tustin and the other 

members of the working party in preparing their report. 

 

(c) The Board received a revised discussion paper concerning Jointly-awarded 

Graduate Research Degrees together with comments from the academic 

Divisions and elsewhere and 

 

 AGREED  to ask Professor Spronken-Smith to prepare a further document, taking into 

account discussion at the meeting (in particular, the term “jointly-awarded” 

to be replaced with ‘jointly-taught” or some similar term). 

 

5. Multi-level Paper Guidelines 

 

     The Board received revised guidelines concerning multi-level papers, noted 

that the Board of Undergraduate Studies had requested further revision and 

clarification of some details in the document, and    

 

 AGREED  to consider the matter again once the new version of the guidelines was 

available. 

 

6. External Moderation at or above 400-level 

 

     The Board received a revised draft template and guide for annual reports 

and noted that further development and clarification would be helpful to the 

academic Divisions (Ms Hinkley to coordinate consultation).   

 

7. CUAP Report 

 The Board received the executive summary of the report of the Academic 

Quality Agency’s review of CUAP. 
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8. Indicative Proposal for New Programmes 

 

  The Board  

 

 AGREED that a preliminary proposal from the Humanities Divisional Board (23 August 

2017) to introduce a Postgraduate Certificate and Diploma in Education and 

Learning and a Master of Education and Learning degree (involving the deletion 

of the Postgraduate Diploma and Certificate in Teaching and the degrees of 

Master of Teaching and Master of Education) should proceed to full development 

in the prescribed format. 

 

9. Proposals for New or Amended Regulations and Prescriptions 

 

  The Board noted 

 

  (a) that a proposal from the Commerce Divisional Board (16 August 2017) to 

introduce new Doctor of Business Administration papers BDBA 911 

Research Methodology III and BDBC 911 Research Methodology III had been 

withdrawn for further development. 

 

  (b) that the Humanities Divisional Board (23 August 2017) had approved the 

following content description in 2018 for Pacific Islands Studies paper 

PACI 410 Special Topic: Indigenous Leadership in the Pacific (the Board 

noted that the normal word count for prescriptions had been exceeded, that 

the learning outcomes had not been aligned to any attributes of the graduate 

profile, and that the differences between the on-campus and distance 

learning versions had not been detailed).     

 

  (c) that the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic), acting on behalf of the Board 

and Senate, had approved a request from the Division of Sciences to create a 

distance version of the MSc thesis code in Marine Science in the second 

semester of 2017 to meet the needs of one international student. 

   

10. Date of Next Meeting 

 

  The Board noted that the next meeting of the Board had been set down for 

Thursday 5 October 2017 at 2 p.m. (in the Council Chamber).  

 


