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Important dates

13 October Semester 2 lectures end
18 October Semester 2 exams begin
23 October Labour Day
11 November Semester 2 exams end

The Distance Campus Staff
Newsletter
Welcome to the October 2017 issue of the Distance Campus
Newsletter for staff, keeping you informed about distance
learning and teaching at the University of Otago.

Digital Badges - what is the state of
use in NZ?
A message to the Distance Learning Office from Dr Maggie
Hartnett (Massey University)

"Digital badges are gaining popularity in tertiary education
around the world, but questions remain unanswered about
their use in New Zealand. If you are currently using digital
badges or you are thinking about using them in the future, I am
keen to hear from you.

I will be shortly sending through an invitation to take part in a
brief anonymous survey. I would greatly appreciate it if you
could distribute this invitation throughout your organisation."

Look out for an email from the Distance Learning Office in
the near future, containing the invitation to respond to this
important survey about digital badges!

https://www.hastac.org/initiatives/digital-badges


Open, flexible, distance learning
links ...
....to various OFDL-related professional associations and
organisations.

Let us know about more we can add to this growing list.

Ako Aotearoa - https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/ 
The Flexible Learning Association of New Zealand (FLANZ) -
http://flanz.org.nz/
The Association for Advancement of Computing in Education
(AACE) - http://www.aace.org/
Australasian Council on Open, Distance and eLearning

(ACODE) - http://www.acode.edu.au/
Contact North|Nord - https://contactnorth.ca/
The eLearning Guild - https://www.elearningguild.com/
International Council for Distance Education (ICDE) - http://www.icde.org/
LinkedIn elearning resources - https://learning.linkedin.com/for-higher-education
Open and Distance Learning Association of Australia (ODLAA) - https://odlaa.org/

Contact the Distance Learning Office (distance.learning@otago.ac.nz) to let us know about more
links to add to this list.

FLANZ 2018 conference
Come to the biennial FLANZ conference, located at Massey
University, Manawatu campus in Palmerston North. The
Distance Learning Office will have a booth there!

The biennial FLANZ conference is the premier conference in
New Zealand for leaders, practitioners and professionals
involved in open, distance, flexible and mobile learning
across the compulsory schooling sectors, vocational, tertiary

and professional development settings.

The conference is focused on open, distance, flexible, e-learning, blended and mobile learning
across the compulsory schooling sectors, vocational, tertiary and professional development settings.

All the details, including submission dates and deadlines can be found here:
http://www.flanz2018.org.nz/

The theme of the conference is “From Inception to Infinity: Inhabiting the multiple Places, Spaces and
Time for Learning.”

Registrations and abstract submissions are now being taken. Go
to:  http://www.flanz2018.org.nz/submissions.html 

Postgraduate student participation is encouraged: 2 postgraduate awards of $500 are available
to cover conference registration and attendance. For more details see
http://www.flanz2018.org.nz/awards.html

FLANZ awards. Consider applying for one! They are open to individual or group projects that:
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advance understanding of best practice in e-learning, distance, open and flexible learning in
New Zealand;
are original or innovative in concept or application;
are relevant to and whose outcomes are useful to the e-learning, distance, open and flexible-
learning community

Find information about the awards, including how to apply, here:
http://www.flanz2018.org.nz/awards.html

Bits and Pieces
A collection of all sorts of interesting items that have come
through to the Distance Learning Office over the last month.

The latest issue of the Contact North|Contact Nord newsletter
is available. It is a great newsletter, full of lots of interesting
information. Look for the list of links from teachonline.ca at
the bottom of each issue. The September newsletter can be
found here.
The 3rd 2017 issue of Open Praxis has been published. It
includes six research papers and a book review. It is an open
journal, so you can browse and read the contents of the
issue, here.

Also check the Call for papers: 2018 Open Education Consortium Global Conference (with
publication opportunity in Open Praxis). Proposals must be submitted by 23 October 2017
through the conference website here.

From the International Council for open and Distance education (ICDE) - "Help us collecting
cases for the ICDE study on Models for online, open, flexible and technology enhanced higher
education". Perhaps you would like to submit something to this research project? The project
is described here.
The latest issue of IRRODL (The International Review of Research in Open and Distributed
Learning) has been published. View and read articles in IRRODL, Vol 19, No. 6, 2017 here.
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