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Important Dates

June

1 June Lectures end before first semester exams
4 June Queen's birthday (public holiday)
20 June First semester exams end

July

5 July Course Advice Day for second semester papers
9 July Second semester begins

The Distance Campus Staff
Newsletter
Welcome to the June 2018 edition of The Distance Campus
Staff Newsletter

A regular newsletter for staff involved in Distance Learning
at the University of Otago.

Ten Key Developments Changing
the Dynamics of Universities &
Colleges
Another report from Contact North | Contact Nord on the
latest topics and trends in online and distance learning.

"From competency-based and outcome-based learning to e-
portfolios, this report provides an overview of the top 10 key
developments in technology-enabled learning, challenging
us to rethink what we are doing, how to accomplish what
needs to be done and who we are able to serve."

Click here to read this latest report from Contact Nord|North.

https://teachonline.ca/tools-trends/insights-online-learning/2018-02-05/rethinking-learning-teaching-digital-age-ten-key-developments-changing-dynamics
https://contactnorth.ca/


Ten Guiding Principles for Using
Technology in Learning
The 2018 updated version of this Guide from Contact
North|Nord

The May 16th edition of the ContactNorth|Nord newsletter
announced the release of this extremely useful Guide.

"Educational institutions at the secondary, college and
university level, service and technology providers from the
public and the private sectors, are investing significant funds,
time and energy in technology for learning.

There is a critical need to articulate the fundamental guiding
principles to drive decisions and policy-making with respect to technology in learning."

The Guide is available here.

Mark this event in your diary!
World Conference on Online
Learning 2019
This important conference will be held at the Convention
Centre Dublin, from the 3rd - 7th November 2019.

from the website:

"DCU selected to host World Conference on Online
Learning

Ireland’s reputation as a digital frontrunner continues to grow with news that Dublin City University
(DCU) has been selected by the International Council for Open and Distance Education (ICDE) to host
the 2019 World Conference on Online Learning. Held every second year the World Conference is the
largest and most prestigious international event exploring new open, online and flexible models of
education."

Read more and to register your interest here:  http://wcol2019.ie

Reading about Distance learning (a
regular feature)
Below is a list of journals and other publications about the
teaching and the administration of distance courses and
working with distance students.

Journal of Learning for Development
(JL4D)

"The Journal of Learning for Development (JL4D) is an open
access journal published by the Commonwealth of Learning
(CoL). It provides a forum for the publication of research with
a focus on innovation in learning and its contribution to

sustainable development.

https://contactnorth.ca/
https://teachonline.ca/sites/default/files/tools-trends/downloads/10_guiding_principles_for_use_of_technology_in_learning.pdf
https://www.dcu.ie
https://www.icde.org
http://wcol2019.ie
http://jl4d.org/index.php/ejl4d
https://www.col.org


JL4D publishes research articles, book reviews and reports from the field from researchers, scholars
and practitioners, and seeks to engage a broad audience across that spectrum. It aims to encourage
contributors starting their careers, as well as to publish the work of established and senior scholars
from the Commonwealth and beyond."

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Open Praxis

"Open Praxis is a peer-reviewed open access scholarly journal focusing on research and innovation
in open, distance and flexible education. It is published by the International Council for Open and
Distance Education - ICDE

Open Praxis welcomes contributions which demonstrate creative and innovative research, and
which highlight challenges, lessons and achievements in the practice of distance and e-learning from
all over the world. An article may present research or surveys of recent work, describe original work,
or discuss new technology and its possibilities, implications and/or other related issues."

________________________________________________________________________________________________

The International Review of Research in Open and Distributed Learning (IRRODL)

Formerly named the International Review of Research in Open and Distance Learning, "IRRODL is a
refereed, open access e-journal that disseminates original research, theory, and best practice in
open and distributed learning worldwide. IRRODL is available free-of-charge to anyone with access
to the Internet, and there are no article submission or access charges for publication in this open
journal.

The Journal targets both researchers and practitionares of open and distance education systems. It
thus aims to improve the quality of basic and applied research while also addressing the need for
this knowledge to be translated into polices and activities that improve educational opportunity for
students and teachers."

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Distance Education

"Distance Education is a peer-reviewed journal of the Open and Distance Learning Association of
Australia, Inc. (ODLAA). The journal publishes research and scholarly material in the fields of open,
distance and flexible education where learners are free from the constraints of the time, pace and
place of study."

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Journal of Open, Flexible and Distance Learning (JOFDL)

JOFDL publishes articles from around the world relating to primary research investigations,
literature reviews, the application of open education innovations, and experiences of blended
learning as well as teaching at a distance in any sector of education or training. Theoretical and
empirically based research articles as well as case studies of practice and book reviews are invited
for submission.

The Journal of Flexible, Open and Distance Learning is the scholarly journal of the Flexible Learning
Association of New Zealand (FLANZ).

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Open Learning: The Journal of Open, Distance and e-
Learning

Open Learning is a leading international journal in the field of open, flexible and distance learning.
The Journal is widely subscribed to and read throughout the world by those in specialist distance
education institutions, and also by those using distance, flexible and technology based forms of
learning in conventional education and training contexts.

Open Learning publishes three kinds of article:

theoretical and evidence-based scholarly articles reflecting developments in open, distance
and e-learning

https://openpraxis.org/index.php/OpenPraxis
http://www.icde.org/
http://www.irrodl.org/index.php/irrodl/index
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cdie20/current
https://odlaa.org
http://www.jofdl.nz/index.php/JOFDL
http://flanz.org.nz
https://www.tandfonline.com/copl20


shorter practical articles describing the implementation of forms of open, flexible and
distance learning likely to interest our international readership
book reviews

Articles are peer reviewed by an international panel of experts in the field, are accepted from
contributors world wide and reflect developments in the field globally.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Open, flexible and distance
learning (OFDL) links....
....to various OFDL-related professional associations and
organisations. (Regular feature)

Let us know about more we can add to this growing list.

Ako Aotearoa - https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/ 
The Flexible Learning Association of New Zealand (FLANZ) -
http://flanz.org.nz/

The Association for Advancement of Computing in Education (AACE) - http://www.aace.org/
Australasian Council on Open, Distance and eLearning (ACODE) - http://www.acode.edu.au/
Contact North|Nord - https://contactnorth.ca/
The eLearning Guild - https://www.elearningguild.com/
International Council for Distance Education (ICDE) - http://www.icde.org/
LinkedIn elearning resources - https://learning.linkedin.com/for-higher-education
Open and Distance Learning Association of Australia (ODLAA) - https://odlaa.org/
Australasian Society for Computers in Learning in Tertiary Education (ascilite) -
https://ascilite.org/

Contact the Distance Learning Office (distance.learning@otago.ac.nz) to let us know about more
links to add to this list.

Workshops for 2018
A list of workshops and other events on offer for staff
involved in distance learning at Otago.

Analytics and Research Methodologies (ARM)
workshops

The Distance Learning Office is offering a series of research workshops for postgraduate students and
staff.

The  Analytics and Research Methodologies (ARM) workshops are presented by Associate Professor
Ben Daniel from HEDC. All workshops are via Zoom and will be run in the evenings. The series ran
from March to April this year and will be repeated in the second semester.  We will advertise the
dates soon.

_________________________________________________________________________________
Distance Learning Forums for 2018

Teaching Forum

This forum provides a means for teaching staff to air issues relating to distance learning. It meets
four times a year and on other occasions if the need arises.

Meetings are usually held from 10am - 11am on Wednesday mornings via Zoom so that staff may
participate from wherever they are. Distance administrators are also welcome to attend meetings of
the Teaching Forum.

Forum dates

https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/
http://flanz.org.nz/
http://www.aace.org/
http://www.acode.edu.au/
https://contactnorth.ca/
https://www.elearningguild.com/
http://www.icde.org/
https://learning.linkedin.com/for-higher-education
https://odlaa.org/
https://ascilite.org/
mailto:distance.learning@otago.ac.nz


Zoom meeting room for 2018

Wednesday 22 August
Wednesday 14 November

Administrators Forum

Distance education administrators meet four times a year to discuss matters of interest.

Meetings are held from 10am - 11am on Thursday mornings via Zoom so that staff may
participate from wherever they are.

This one hour meeting is an opportunity to network, share ideas, ask questions, find out the latest
news concerning the administration and support of distance students, teaching staff and papers.

Forum dates

Zoom meeting room for 2018

Thursday 23 August
Thursday 15 November

____________________________________________________________________________________________

New to Distance Workshop (upon request in
2018)

This two hour workshop is for people who have not taught a distance course previously or have not
had to develop one. The New-to-Distance workshop introduces you to how distance learning happens
at Otago. It explores five areas of critical importance to effective distance courses, and provides a
brief and easy introduction to them.

Contact distance.learning@otago.ac.nz to arrange a workshop.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

DISTAID Programme (upon request in
2018)

Those of you involved with distance teaching may be interested in the DISTAID programme: an
opportunity for you to engage in an extended professional development experience.

DISTAID works by supporting your investigation of:

Distance Education through your
Investigation of how
Services and support,
Tools and technologies,
Assessment and evaluation,
Interactions, and
Design

work within distance courses and papers.

DISTAID is made up of workshops which address ideas about the five areas of distance courses that
are critical for success.

The workshops: A series of 5 workshops the focus of which is on essential topics/knowledge having
relevance and importance to all distance education contexts.

1. Course DESIGN for distance papers
2. Engaging your students and INTERACTING at a distance
3. Choosing and using TOOLS and TECHNOLOGIES in distance      education
4. Supporting learning and teaching through ASSESSMENT of distance student work
5. Get them and keep them!: SUPPORTING distance students (and you)

To arrange one or more of these workshops (tailored to suit your group and to be run either
online via Zoom or face-to-face on your campus) contact distance.learning@otago.ac.nz

____________________________________________________________________________________________

https://otago.zoom.us/j/777761662
https://otago.zoom.us/j/777761662
mailto: distance.learning@otago.ac.nz
mailto: distance.learning@otago.ac.nz


Teaching in Summer School and/or by Distance in
2019?

Come to the Carpe Diem/Kia Tū Kia Māia workshop!

A two day workshop for people planning to (re)design a paper to be taught at a distance and/or in
Summer School.

The workshop aims to provide you with an opportunity to redesign your papers in order to gain
maximum teaching and learning benefit from the core digital environment that the University
provides for staff and students. The workshop will focus strongly on rethinking how teaching and
learning occur in a primarily digital environment in your programme and its constituent papers. It
will involve staff from the Library, ITS e-Learning team, HEDC, Summer School and Distance
Learning.

Date of workshop: 16th and 17th October, 2018

To find out more and to register, contact distance.learning@otago.ac.nz
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