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Important Dates 

October

Friday 11, Lectures end in most subjects.

Wednesday 16, End of year examinations begin.

Monday 28, Labour Day

November 

Saturday 9, End of year examinations end

New Blackboard Site for Distance
Learning Students
The purpose of the site is to orientate new online students
and provide a platform for social connection across all
disciplines.

As a group, distance students have a range of motivations
for studying. One thing you all have in common is a need for

good information to support you through your studies. This Blackboard site is designed to make
that information available, or to tell you how to access it elsewhere. Our aim is to provide you with a
variety of ways to connect with the University, and to ensure your learning experience at Otago is as
full and satisfying as possible.

A large part of your experience at Otago will arise from your connections with lecturers and your
fellow students. If you are a doctoral student, you will have a special relationship with your
Supervisors. Your Department will provide considerable support.

When you must move beyond the relative familiarity of these groups, this site can tell you who to
turn to for help and direction. The University’s administrative and support staff will provide timely
and useful advice that will help you toward success in your study.

The discussion forums created on this Blackboard site are available for you to meet and connect
with other students who may be feeling isolated.

As a new site in its infancy, we are keen to develop content and layout further with the assistance of
your feedback. To start with, we have a forum where you can post pictures of your study space, say
hello  and do a general introduction.  Check out our other article in this newsletter about winning
$50 by uploading a picture of your study space. 

This new Blackboard site is not for questions specifically related to the paper you are studying. It is
important to keep in mind that any questions which are course related, need to be directed back to your
lecturer co-ordinating your specific paper.



Show us your favourite Study Space
Send us your pictures and be in to win a $50 gift voucher...

We are interested in seeing all the weird and wonderful
study spaces out there.  All you have to do to enter is upload
your picture onto the new Distance Learning Blackboard site.
If you have any problems in access or upload then let us
know at distance.learning@otago.ac.nz. 

We will randomly draw a $50 voucher after each set of 20 pictures uploaded to the Distance
Learning Blackboard site. We have already had several entries and it is really lovely to see some of
the great study spaces that students are learning in.  It is also great to see students sharing a little
bit about what they are studying and the general ups and downs of being based online.  

Check out the picture below of one students study space - the tent bunker.  The ability to study
privately is simply one bed sheet away. 

Wish I knew this when I started...
...was one student's feedback from the Auckland Study Day.
There were so many useful snippets of information from the
various staff members that we just had to share the
recordings!

Studying remotely can raise a number of frustrations such
as the desire for connection with fellow students and that
sense of knowing your way around the University's
resources. It was clear from the student feedback that

"interaction", "meeting face-to-face" and "getting a feel for the Uni" helped to ease those
frustrations.  The wealth of knowledge that staff shared highlighted the importance to students of
the little ideas that can make such a big difference in study approach. One student mentioned on
the day that they wish they knew this at the start! Another student said "we should make it
compulsory for students to go thru this session before they actually join any distance learning
program".  So we thought it invaluable to share the recording links for those who missed out or want
to revisit the event. 

The key workshops on the day were:- 

How to get the most out of eResources: Using databases, ebooks and Google Scholar.  Judy Fisher
subject librarian at the University Library made a very informative presentation on this topic. One
student said they discovered new facts that they hadn't known previously about how to search for
information.  You can watch the presentation here...

Critical Writing and Plagiarism. Carole Acheson has such a vast knowledge in this area, providing
informative ideas and examples.  One student said that this was the best thing about the day for
them! You can watch this here...

Overview of other presentations: 

Overview of Library Services
Overview of Information Technology Services
Overview of Graduate Research School

Thank you to everyone who provided feedback on the event.  The following are things that some of
the students were the best parts of the event:

"Talking with staff in person. Although platforms such as Zoom are great for overall
study , meeting staff in person to discuss issues is invaluable"

"Being able to meet face to face with staff and students."
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"To hear staff speaking through things was very helpful for me and brought new
perspective and understanding. I found the staff incredibly encouraging."

"Meeting other distance students, presentation about critical writing.'

"I wish I had been able to do this when I started"

"It is great to meet others studying Distance Learning and having time to discuss the
good and not so good points of DL."

Graduate Well-being Coach
If you feel that the pressures of study are having an effect on
your well being then why not have a chat...

Graduate Well-being Coaching is for anyone who needs
some help with motivation and managing procrastination,
keeping up with writing targets, concentration, managing the
demands of their course of study or any other issue related
to keeping on track academically. It also focuses on general
lifestyle balance and overall well being to see if any changes
can be made to support academic performance. Additionally
Nikki can direct candidates to other services/ supports they
may find helpful if it looks like they might be of benefit.

If you would like to contact Nikki to make an appointment or
to find out if coaching might be of benefit to you, you can
email her at graduate.wellbeing.coach@otago.ac.nz.

Alternatively you can call her on +64 (0)3 4794327.

Nikki works Monday to Thursday from 8.30am to 5.00pm (NZ time).

Her office is located in room G.06 at the Graduate Research School, 103 St David Street, Dunedin
North.

All contact with Nikki is held in the strictest confidence.

Need Tech Support?
Many Distance learning students are not aware that they
have access to free Office 365, plus much more...

Every student at Otago University receives a free
subscription to Office 365. It can be installed on up to 5
different devices.

It includes tools such as Word, Excel, Power-Point, OneNote,
Publisher, and Access. 

You might be far away, but the ITS (Information Technology Services) team is still committed to
making your learning experience great. To find a list of all the areas of support you will find helpful
during your studies click here. 

As a student at the University of Otago, you can get software for your personal computer free or at
a discounted price. These licences are only valid while you are a current student.

Microsoft Office 365 – download and use free of charge

Sophos Antivirus – protect your Mac or Windows computer for free
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Endnote – manage bibliographies and references; free for University of Otago students and staff
Download the request form, print it, fill it out, scan it and send it to yourself, forward it to
its.software@otago.ac.nz . They will send you instructions on how to download it.

NVivo – qualitative data analysis tool available to postgraduate students only; around $120. (You
may be able to get your Department to pay for this. Talk to your Supervisor or paper co-ordinator!)

SPSS – statistical software package; yearly licence fee, see order page for costs

Student Desktop – use it and all its software on your own computer

Note: Office, Endnote and SPSS are also available for your use on the Student Desktop, which you
can also use on your own device. NVivo may be available to you through your course or your
department.

Feel free to give ITS a call, or send us a message via email or Facebook.

Contact Student IT

Hours during semester:
Mon - Fri: 8.30am - 9pm
Sat - Sun: 9am - 9pm
Hours outside semester are reduced to office hours.

In person: Student IT desk in Central Library

Phone: (03) 479 5170
Extension: 5170

Chat: Message us on Facebook

Email: studentit@otago.ac.nz

Website: otago.ac.nz/studentit

ITS Website: otago.ac.nz/its

Do you know about My eQuals?
My eQuals gives students and graduates secure access to
their academic records online. It allows them to share their
digital documents with anyone they choose, at any time.

My eQuals is a joint initiative among New Zealand and
Australian universities. It allows students to access these
digital records from anywhere in the world, in a secure

online environment and to securely share their documents with a third party, e.g., a potential
employer or another university.

Watch My eQuals video

My eQuals will allow employers and universities to confirm the authenticity of students’
qualifications from participating Australian and New Zealand universities as well as those from
China, Europe and America (other countries are expected to join the service in the future) via a
secure portal.

Further information is available from theMy eQuals website.
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