
Happy Tuvalu Language Week
This year’s theme for Tuvalu Language Week is... 

'Fakamautu ke mautakitaki te Gagana Tuvalu mo te atafai, fakaaloalo mo te
amanaiagina' 

meaning... 
'Nurture with sustainability the Tuvalu language with care, respect and dignity' 

 
This theme connects with the overarching 2022 Pacific Language Week theme of

Sustainability and also coincides with the UNESCO Decade of Indigenous languages
launched this year. 

 
This theme reflects the importance of respectfully nurturing the Tuvaluan language in a way

that is sustainable. 
 

Tuvalu is made up of nine coral atolls and reef islands, most of which are located in
Polynesia. The native name of this group of islands - 'Atu Tuvalu' - means 'cluster of eight',

as it was given its name before the ninth atoll, Niulakita, became inhabited. Tuvalu was
formerly known as the 'Ellice Islands' (Roberts, 1958). 

 
Tuvalu currently has one of the smallest populations of any nation in the Pacific region

(New Zealand Government, 2018). The total land area of Tuvalu is 26 km2, with its largest
island spanning just over 5 km2 and its smallest island spanning just 0.41 km2.  40% of the

Tuvaluan population live on Funafuti (Apinelu & Tupau, 2009). 
 

The highest point of elevation in Tuvalu is 4.5 meters above sea level, with the remaining
land mostly sitting lower than 3 meters above sea level. This makes Tuvalu particularly

vulnerable to rising sea levels as a result of climate change 
(Apinelu & Tupau, 2009). 
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English

HelloTalofa

Thank you

Tofa

Talofa koutou Greetings everyone

Te Gana
Tuvalu

Fakamolemole Please?

Fakatoese Sorry

Goodbye

Fakafetai



English

How are you (dual)?Ea koulua?

Excuse me

Ea koutou? How are you (3+
people)?

Au e malosi, fakafetai I'm fine, thank you

Ea koe? How are you (singular)?

Te Gana
Tuvalu

Tulou

Telefoni mai Ring me



English

Happy to discussFiafia o faimanatu

Te Gana
Tuvalu

Pela loa mo taku meli
taluai...

As per my prior email...

Fakatoese atu mo te
tuai o tali atu…

Apologies for the
delayed response...

Manuia! Congratulations!

Ko oti koe ne kai? Ta olo
o ‘kai

Have you eaten? Let's
go eat


