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Going on exchange was something I had dreamt of doing since I started studying German in high 

school. My original plan was to study in Germany however as a commerce student, the only 

available partner university was in Cologne. I found it very difficult to find useful information 

concerning   studying my courses in Cologne.  As a result of this I eventually decided to look into 

other German speaking countries where Otago has partner universities. After studying the very 

informative and helpful WU website and some websites about the city of Vienna I just knew that this 

was the city for me.  

The University 

Enrolling at the university was generally an easy process.   I was however a little bit stressed before I 

left because I went to Europe 2 months before university started to travel and was quite pushed for 

time in waiting to receive enrolment and accommodation confirmation in order to get my Visa 

(there is not an Austrian embassy in NZ and you need to apply at the Austrian consulate in 

Christchurch who forward your application on to the embassy in Canberra).  

Enrolment in classes is all done online 6 weeks before classes start. The classes however are small 

and spaces fill up very quickly (within minutes of enrolment opening) so you need to be organised 

and know exactly which classes you would like to take before enrolment opens. Although I was 

sitting in front of a computer when enrolment opened, the internet in the café I was in was too slow 

and I missed out on enrolling in all but one of my courses.  I was however lucky that, on turning up to 

the first classes, some people had pulled out and I was able to do all the courses that I wanted. 

I arrived in Vienna 2 weeks before university started in order to do the orientation and language 

programs. The orientation course is AMAZING! It was a great opportunity to meet the other 

exchange students and to get to know a bit of the city.  The weekend day trips to Melk/Krems and 

Graz were also a great opportunity to city a bit of Austria outside of Vienna. I did not however find 

the O.K Language course as worthwhile.    As a non-Erasmus student, the course was VERY expensive 

and for just 10 3.5 hour rather laid-back/easy classes, I did not find it value for money.  

As for the regular courses, the courses are not as structured and uniform as our courses at Otago 

and courses can go for anytime from three days to a whole semester. The short/block courses are a 

lot of work at the time but are great If you want to get some courses out of the way so that you have 



more time for travelling. The lectures were quite a shock to begin with as they were generally 4 -5 

hours long with very few breaks. The classes generally had a seminar type set up and involved a lot 

of group work and class participation. 

 

 

Accommodation 

Accommodation was very easy to find with the help of the Öad website and was not too expensive. I 

stayed in a student hall called Panoramaheim.  House Panorama is the biggest student hall in Vienna 

and houses 1700 people in 6 buildings.   I was living in the main building where there were 3 floors   

set aside for international students and exchange students. I had a single room with a shared 

bathroom and hall area with 1 other girl.  House Panorama is well situated, only 15 minutes walk to 

the university but there are also buses, trams and the U-bahn that deliver you to the door step. 

There are also night buses that go directly from most of the clubbing areas directly back to 

panorama and I have also read that since my exchange the U-Bahn has also started to run 24 hours 

over the weekends. 

On arriving at Panorama, I was faced with the shock that although the website stated having “fully 

equipped” kitchens, this only referred to the kitchens being equipped with ovens and microwaves. 



This meant a rather unexpected, expensive trip to IKEA in the first week to buy pots, pans and plates 

etc. There were 2 kitchens for each floor and about 50-60 people per floor meaning the kitchens 

were at times, quite crowded. Apart from this however, Panorama was an awesome, lively, 

affordable place to live.  It is well known for having some of the best student hall parties in Vienna 

and the 360 degree view from the rooftop is incredible. 

 

House Panorama 

The City 

Vienna is the perfect city to go to on exchange. The people are some of the friendliest I met in 

Europe and nearly everyone speaks English. The city itself is inspiring. Learning about the history and 

the culture is very interesting. One of my favourite past times with my exchange friends would be to 

just walk around the city centre amongst all the beautiful historic buildings just taking in all the 

sights and sounds. Vienna is such a lively city.   In winter we spent a lot of time visiting all the 

museums and art galleries in the city. My favourite one was the Hundert Wasser museum were you 

can see the work and read the stories about Hundert Wasser ( a famous artist who is now buried in 

NZ).  In summer we spent many days exploring Kahlenberg and sunbathing at the Danube Island.  

Kahlenberg is my favourite place in the city.  There is a swimming pool and lookout café there with 

views of the whole city and you can walk down through the vineyards and have lunch and drink wine 

in the cute little wine gardens called Heurigers. There was a spring festival that ran from mid may til 



the end of June providing free outdoor music concerts nearly every weekend throughout the city 

(including a concert in the Palace Schönbrunn gardens by one of Vienna’s most famous orchestras.)   

While I was there I also took advantage of the 3 -5 euro standing tickets that you could buy to go and 

see any of the operas, ballets and theatres. Standing for 3 hours was worth it to be at one of the 

most famous operas in one of the most beautiful opera houses in the world. A highlight was going to 

see the Spanish riding school training the famous horses at the Hofburg Palace. 

 

.  

      

Travelling 

Vienna is situated very centrally in Europe and is an awesome place to study If you want to be able 

to travel in your spare time. I went to Europe 6 weeks before university started to travel around 

Italy, Greece and some of the Balkan countries. I also spent a couple of weeks staying with friends in 

Budapest. I discovered this awesome bus company called Orangeways that connects Hungary with 

the rest of Europe at super cheap prices! You could travel from Vienna to Hungary return for about 



$20. Vienna is also only a 1 hour train trip from Bratislava and only a few hours from Prague meaning 

that I was never bored in the weekends   

We also took every opportunity possible to travel around Austria and see some of the smaller 

towns/cities.   Salzburg is one of the prettiest cities I have ever seen and driving around exploring 

some of the settings of the movie sound of music singing “doe re mi” was a lot of fun. I also enjoyed 

visiting the ice caves and the tiny town of Halstatt in Upper Austria . 

I had a month off classes for Easter holidays in April (after only 3 weeks of classes). I went to 

Germany to stay with friends and all the other exchange students spread themselves out throughout 

the whole of Europe. Then the volcano in Iceland decided to erupt and left us all stranded. I was 

lucky having to withstand  just  a 14 hour bus ride back to Vienna but some of the other exchange 

students had train/bus rides as long as 60-70 hours to make it back for classes.    

I was shocked when I got over there and found that I was the only exchange student there from New 

Zealand.  Vienna is incredible! I was scared before I went there because of the size of the city (I am a 

small town country girl and consider Dunedin a city).   The city however was not big and scary at all 

and is actually one of the safest cities in Europe.   With the Danube River and the canal running 

throughout the centre of the city and trees and parks everywhere Vienna was a very relaxing and 

picturesque place to live and study.   



 


