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Exchange in Vienna was an amazing experience. I’d done an exchange the semester before in Paris 

and so had high expectations for a really fun semester and Vienna far surpassed these! Not only the 

sights of the city and the travelling to be done, but the people I met and the wonderful friends I 

made, made it 6 months I won’t forget. 

Orientation 

The OK programme was a 2 week programme run for exchange students at the start. We did lots of 

activities every afternoon and day trips away on the weekends. The activities were sometimes quite 

slow but it was a really great way to meet people and get our bearings in the city. The weekend trips 

were fun, to Melk and Graz and they took us to a really nice Vineyard for wine tasting and dinner. 

There is also the Buddy Network who run a whole host of trips and events for exchange students. 

The trips were usually quite good value, and they went to Prague, Budapest, Krakow etc. The only 

one I went on was the ski trip to Zell am See and it was a definite highlight of my exchange! 3 days 

snowboarding and experiencing Austrian skiing traditions, such as Apres Ski parties and saunas was a 

lot of fun! 

The language course ran for the first two weeks, although you can choose a 3 week option. It was 

fine and also a good way to meet people, but overall, my German which was ok to begin with, didn’t 

improve too much over the course, although it was a good reminder of stuff I’d already learnt.  

The University 

WU is a great place to go on exchange. You apply for your courses online about 6 weeks or so in 

advance and it is a competitive enrolment, first come first served. I was online the second it opened 

and some of the courses were already full, so try to have some room for movement with your 

Learning Agreement. Some people I know missed out on every single course they needed, but 

managed to pick up others in the end.  

They do mainly block courses at WU for exchange students  - 4 out of 5 of mine were block courses, 

which means you get them over and done with in about 4 or 5 sessions in a row. It’s quite a good 

way to have a course, very different from Otago and they are mainly seminar based, so there is lots 

of discussion and class participation involved. Steer clear of Marketing for Central and Eastern 

Europe – it turned out to be a very weird course on Tourism in Albania, and the teacher could not 

understand a word either of the New Zealander’s said. Brand Management was interesting, as was 

Cross Cultural Communications Management, which had a really passionate and interesting teacher. 

None of the courses were particularly difficult at all, and mainly had group work as opposed to 

exams and tests. I did a graduate course called International Trade which was quite tedious, but only 

once every 3 weeks so it was ok in the end. The advantage of block courses is that the course is over 

very quickly and you have a lot of free time, making it easier to travel and make plans outside of 

university. You do lack a bit of routine, however, having 2-3 weeks off class at a time followed by 4 



days of class and then 2-3 more weeks off is very nice! In the second semester, some courses finish 

before Christmas and some after – most of the Americans/Canadians left before Christmas and most 

of the Europeans after, so beware a lot of your friends could go home one month before you do! 

Luckily, the majority of my friends came from Europe so we didn’t lose too many. 

Accomodation 

Most of the people I knew lived in various dorms around the city which we organised in advance 

through OEAD. I lived in Haus Erasmus, which has a perfect location, 10 minutes walk from one of 

the main streets and virtually in the city centre, 2 minute walk from the metro station, tram stop 

around the corner and a 15 minute metro ride to Uni. I shared a room here, which was luckily a good 

experience, despite being a bit worried prior to it. We had our own bathroom and small fridge but 

shared a large kitchen which had ovens, stoves and microwaves.  A lot of the American exchange 

students lived here and there were lots of kitchen parties in the shared kitchens, which were great 

for meeting people at the start. A lot of my friends lived in Haus Panorama as well, which is a much 

bigger place and is closer to Uni. It has a much less convenient location in terms of public transport, 

it probably takes about 30 minutes to get to the city centre. It has a similar layout to where I lived in 

terms of kitchen and bedrooms, it is older though and the shared rooms were very small. There are a 

few smaller and nicer but more expensive buildings where some friends lived, one was on 

Kandlgasse and the other Sechshäuserstrasse, which were self-contained, and you had your own 

little kitchenettes. They were both also in good, central locations. Simmering, another dorm, is 

located at the very end of a metro line, so is quite far out of the way, but the people there all 

seemed to like it. 

Transport 

The public transport in Vienna is amazing! You almost never have to wait for the metro for longer 

than 2-3 minutes and there are always trams and buses so it is very very easy and quick to get 

almost anywhere. Most of us purchased a semester pass for 128 euros, and this covered all 

transport within Vienna.  Trams are a cool way to get around as you see lots of the city too.  Just 

before we arrived, they started running the metro for 24hours a day on Fridays and Saturdays, which 

is extremely handy for going out. Other than that, the metro ends between 12.15 and 12.30 so you 

can still catch it pretty late. Night buses run from lots of the places where you will go out as well so 

you can usually always get home without taking a taxi. 

You can get something called a Vorteilscard for 20euros, which gives you half price train travel 

within Austria (for long distance) and about 1/3 off train travel within Europe from Austria. This is 

definitely worth it because chances are you will do a ski trip and some travel within Austria on the 

train as well. 

Vienna is really well located to get to so many places. You can get very cheap buses to Budapest, 

Bratislava, Prague with Orangeways. Trains too are very easy, but slightly more pricey. Trains to 

Munich are 5 hours, Venice is 12 hours overnight, Krakow is a 5 hour drive and the airport is also 

pretty quick to get to as well. Don’t take the CAT airport train, it’s 10 euros and such a rip off. You 

can get the S-Bahn from Wien-Mitte/Landstrasse, for 1.80euros and it takes 25 minutes. Ryanair flies 

to Bratislava as well, so you can get cheaper flights in and out of there. 



Vienna 

Vienna as a city is gorgeous. I really wasn’t expecting it to be so pretty and to have so many amazing 

buildings. It’s very easy to walk around everything and see all the sights. It felt really safe pretty 

much the whole time, and is an easy city to live in. The people are not overly friendly, and staff in 

shops/cafes/supermarkets can be really rude. The supermarkets are small but you can get the main 

essentials, although for specific items you sometimes need to go to a few different ones. Alcohol is 

very cheap.  

The nightlife in Vienna is pretty good, you can go out any night of the week and have a good time. 

The clubs we tried were Ride Club on Mondays, which is fun at the start for exchange students but 

got tired after a few weeks. Praterdome has Ladies Night on Thursdays, which was always fun, girls 

got in for free and got 10euros free drinks. Platzhirsch is also cool although they can be picky about 

letting people in.  Sass Club and Passage are also nice. There is also a cool bar called Donau Techno 

which is near to Mariahilferstrasse. 

The Museums Quartier is a cool place that always has something on - festivals or special winter tent 

things at Christmas time. Cafe Leopold above the Leopold Museum is nice, and apparently a nice 

club at night time too. The Albertina Museum, behind the Staatsoper is very interesting and always 

has changing exhibitions. You can go and see Operas or ballets with standing seats for about 3euros 

which is definitely worthwhile as well. Schönbrunn Palace is of course beautiful and so is Belvedere. 

Christmastime in Vienna was amazing! There were about 11 different Christmas markets and they 

were so cool! The Spittalberg one is cute, but the biggest and most impressive is at the Rathaus. At 

the end of January they turned to Rathausplatz into an ice skating rink, which was also awesome. 

When we arrived, the Rathausplatz had an international film festival as well. 

 



Another highlight was the WU ball, held at the Hofburg Palace. Compulsory floor length gowns and 

bow ties were initially a bit of a tax to sort out, but it was so worth it and such a fun and amazing 

experience – it was unlike any ball attended in NZ, with loads of different rooms, some quite random 

– a shisha room, rooms selling sausages, and of course the very very posh and traditional ones. 

Catch the bus out to Kahlenberg, it’s a gorgeous view of the entire city and if you walk down the hill 

a bit, there is the cutest cafe called Hütte am Weg, which is worth the trip itself! 

The weather in Vienna was colder than I expected. Most of December, the city was covered in snow, 

a novelty at first, but I was very grateful for my gumboots. Apparently this was not normal though! 

Other than the cold, it was quite mild and didn’t rain a lot, not a lot of wind either.  

Another thing to note is that the Austrians speak German with a quite unusual accent. Also, if you 

want your German to improve, you will need to make a real effort to make Austrian friends and 

practice it with them. A tandem learning program is offered, but my tandem partner was really 

unreliable. That being said, with an intermediate level of German you can get by very easily and lots 

of people knew not one word of German, and got by fine as well! 

Vienna is a relatively expensive city, be prepared for most things to cost roughly double what they 

would at home, although our rent was ok at 269euros a month. Food is expensive, even in 

supermarkets it all adds up. Eating out can be done relatively reasonably. Cover charge on most 

clubs is around 10euros. However, even when being careful, money just seems to disappear! 

We also did a trip to Salzburg, which was a lot of fun. While there I recommend catching the bus & 

gondola up the Untersberg, the views were incredible! Also, Stein Hotel in the evening gives you the 

most amazing view over the town, and it’s quite a cool bar as well.  

 



Overall, my time in Austria was so great – it was full of so many fun and memorable experiences and 

I definitely recommend an exchange there to anyone interested. You will make fantastic friends 

from all over the world and have the best time doing it as well. 

 

 

 


