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First of all, I have really enjoyed my exchange in Vienna, and would definitely recommend 
Vienna for an exchange semester. But honestly I think that you will have a great exchange, 
wherever you decide to go.  

Vienna: Vienna is a really nice city, the best things are its public transport system (runs 24 

hours in the weekends) and all the cultural activities available. There are so many museums, 

art galleries and lots of clubs and places to go out at night. At Christmas time it is 

particularly beautiful with all the Christmas markets.   

Location: The location of Vienna makes it easy to travel to eastern European countries. It’s 

just 3 hours away from Budapest, Hungary and about 5 hours away from Prague, Czech 

Republic. To travel from Vienna to other places in Europe can also be done cheaply through 

low cost airlines.  

Language: Most people speak English here, and lots of exchange students get by quite easily 

only knowing a few words in German. It can be quite frustrating for people who want to 

learn German, because when you start to talk to someone in German and they hear that 

you are a foreigner and people often reply in English.  

Accommodation: Most exchange students live in dormitories, but I know some people that 

organised to live in apartments quite easily. These dormitories are different from halls of 

residence in Dunedin, you cook your own food, and there are no dormitory activities. The 

people, who live in these dormitories, are a range of exchange and permanent students, and 

they go to different universities in Vienna. 

I lived in ‘Haus Erasmus’ which I would say is probably the best located out of all the student 

dormitories. It is about 15 mins on the metro to the university and it is within walking 

distance to the main shopping street in Vienna. It is also a good location to get home easily 

on the night buses. The only downside to Erasmus is that even though there are single 

rooms, the likelihood of having to share a room is probably quite high. I had to share a room, 

but it wasn’t a problem as I shared a room with another girl from NZ. You do have to buy 

sheets and duvet covers, and also kitchen things like pots and pans. So it would be worth 

contacting current exchange students to see if you could get their things after they leave.  

Panorama is the other main accommodation for WU exchange students, and you would 

more likely get a single room there. The downside is the location which is a bus ride, then 

one metro stop to the university. So its good location to the university, but it is on the edge 

of town. It’s also located next to the river, which is nice to run along.  



Buddy network & Orientation Program: You can apply for a buddy before you arrive in 

Vienna and they will come and pick you up from the airport when you arrive, and show you 

to your accommodation. There is also an organisation called the buddy network which 

organises trips and day events such as a ski trip, and city trips to places like Budapest, 

Krakow and Prague. They also have other events that you can go on such as brewery tours, 

wine tasting and sledding. They also organise special exchange student parties every 

Monday and Wednesday night with cheap drinks.  

Before the semester begins you have the option to do a two week orientation called the 

“OK program”. For two weeks we had activities organised for the afternoon, and two day 

trips to other places in Austria. We did lots of touristy things in the city such as city tours, 

visited Schoenbrunn palace, and other museums. We also did a day trip to Graz (another 

city in Austria) where we did a city tour and visited a winery. I enjoyed the program and it 

was a good way to meet other exchange students.  This program costs about 250 Euro. You 

can also do a German language course at the same time.  

The university & courses: I took a range of courses, and have had mixed experiences. It 

really depends on the teacher you get whether the course is good or not, and also how hard 

the course is graded. Some professors have been really helpful and others not at all. I ended 

up taking 5 courses and the course load was fine. Two courses were block courses, which 

were over 4 days each, so I was busy when they were on.  

I took the business German course, which I would recommend it for people who just want 

to improve their German. The focus is on business, but you also learn a range of things 

including grammar, and in the basic course you really learn the basics of the language.  

The winter semester in Vienna technically runs until the end of January, but it is possible to 

finish before Christmas. This is something I really wondered when registering for courses, 

because we were told that most exchange student courses finish before Christmas and then 

when I looked at the course schedule they said they would run until January. Most of my 

teachers gave us the option to finish before Christmas, and you would just have to do the 

exam earlier or do an extra assignment or something. This is to suit all the American 

students, because most of them have no choice but to return to the USA before Christmas 

because their new semester starts early January.  

Registering for courses is quite stressful; you definitely have to register as soon as 

registration opens because courses will fill up within a few minutes. I missed out on some of 

the courses I needed. I would recommend signing up for more courses than you actually 

need in the registration period, so then you have some freedom to deregister from some 

courses if some courses end up clashing with others or for whatever reason. You can also go 

on waiting lists for courses you missed up on, but if you still don’t get a space just go talk to 

the professor at the start of the first class. Even though the courses were full on the 

registration system, none of my classes were actually full as people ended up pulling out. 



For one course I missed out on, I managed to talk to a professor and he let me join the 

course.  

The university has this language learning program called “tandem learning”. At the 

beginning of the semester you can sign up for a buddy that speaks the language you want to 

learn, so it could be German, Spanish, Turkish etc. Then they try and match you up with 

someone who wants to learn your language, and you want to learn theirs. You receive each 

other’s contact details and it’s up to you what you do next, how often you meet etc. I got a 

really good buddy, and really enjoyed the programme.  

Costs: Just as an idea of costs: My accommodation was 270 Euros a month.  The semester 

pass for the public transport system is 130 Euros. You don’t need to buy any books; my 

course materials could just be photocopied. As for food and other weekly expenses, I could 

get by on 75 Euros a week when I budgeted.  
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