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I have just returned from a semester spent studying in Milano. It was honestly the best 

five months of my life. I chose to study in Milano because Italy has always been the place 

I’d most like to visit, mainly due to all of the amazing art that is there and also because I 

studied classics all the way through high school and since Milano is the only place Otago 

students can study in Italy I chose to go there. One minor problem I had prior to leaving 

was that Bocconi is a business school and I’m doing a BA. However there were enough 

subjects I could choose to cross credit that it worked out fine.  

Obviously I’m slightly biased but I would definitely recommend studying at Bocconi to 

anyone. I fell in love with the Italian culture, the way of life and made some amazing 

friends from all over the world I can’t wait to go visit again.  

 

Getting a visa: 

This is definitely one of the most annoying parts of getting ready to leave. The Italian 

embassy is useless and is definitely not there to help you find out how to apply. I 

managed to get my visa just in time. The application for the Long stay national visa can 

be found on the Italian Embassy website, just make sure you send in everything it says 

plus the acceptance letter from Otago saying you have been accepted into the programme. 

Also make sure you have at least six weeks because I left mine to like three weeks before 

which was stupid and I was lucky to get it in time. 

 

Bocconi itself: 

The University is pretty cool the office buildings are beautiful but other than that Otago is 

way better in terms of resources and classes. There’s just one computer room and they are 

generally pretty ancient and I never actually even knew where the library was but I heard 

it wasn’t that great anyway. It’s a private University and the most expensive by far in 

Italy which was cool we could go there paying only Otago fees.  

One really good thing was the international student desk, they are so helpful especially in 

your first week and you get a really good welcome pack with maps and info on Milano. 

Everyone should do the language course even if you’re pro at Italian, the first couple of 

weeks, when it’s basically just exchange students on campus you meet heaps of people 

and go out most nights. I was a beginner and it was a good first start at learning the 

language.  

The classes are pretty relaxed generally they’re a lot longer than Otago lectures though, 

some go for like 3 hours others at least an hour and a half. Personally staying awake for 

three hours after a night out is hard but otherwise I found the classes really good. 

 

The subjects I took were: 

Fashion Management: which was awesome, the class was so interesting and we had 

amazing guest lectures such as the CEO of Valentino and of Raybans, also the creative 

director of Zzegna plus more. It was amazing to hear from people at the top and how they 

run the businesses so effectively and how they made it there. Definitely make the most of 

it since we would never have the opportunity at Otago to hear from people like these.  



 

Marketing Research: horribly boring. The lecturer didn’t use a microphone so you 

couldn’t hear him and the entire class just talked the whole way through his 3 hour 

lecture. At least three quarters of the class left at half time when they couldn’t cope any 

longer.  

Marketing Communications: this was good it was basically an overview of everything I’d 

previously done in marketing but I enjoyed the lecturers and we had some cool guest 

speaker such as the founder of the Benetton Company and learnt all about their 

advertising techniques.  

Design Industries: I was a non-attending student which was stupid. It just means you 

don’t attend lecturers and do a 100% exam from the textbook. Don’t do it, it was a bad 

idea.  

Classes are generally maybe one project or mid term worth about 30% and then the final 

exam, or just 100% final exam. I found the classes pretty easy, after not doing any work 

all semester I spent the last week cramming before exams but miraculously managed to 

get good grades. I doubt they mark exchange students as hard as the rest since I somehow 

got 28/30 in an exam I probably only answered just over half of the questions.  

These were all easy subjects though and most of my friends did finance and accounting 

which Bocconi is renowned for so I think these were a bit harder.  

 

Housing: 

First of all do not stay in the Residence the Uni offers. Another girl from Otago and I 

went there at the start, and then spent our first week looking for an apartment straight 

away. It’s not like the halls in Dunedin, there are not really any common areas to meet 

people, the rooms are nice but filthy, I doubt the bathroom had been cleaned in months. 

The main problem though was that it was 600 euro a month which is ridiculous and it’s 

pretty far out of the way (like half an hour on the tram) and there’s nothing around like 

restaurants or cafes etc the only thing is a supermarket. It seems as if the uni just brought 

this building in the middle of nowhere and shoved all the exchange students there.  

It may not seem like the best idea showing up in Italy with no idea where you’re living 

but it’s definitely the way to do it. Stay at the hostel La Cordata which is round the corner 

from the uni on Corso Italia and is filled with other exchange students looking for 

apartments. Look on the Uni website to find apartments and also on the notice boards in 

the uni where there are heaps and heaps of advertisements.  

We ended up finding an apartment about a 20 min walk from uni that was really nice and 

we only paid 500 euro each a month. You can definitely find cheaper rooms around 

especially if you’re looking by yourself, if I did it again I would find a room in an 

apartment with other Italians. Also try find someone who speaks some Italian when 

calling up about apartments, most of the places we rang couldn’t speak English which 

made it a lot more difficult.  

 

Travelling: 

I managed to get to a lot of the places I wanted to see by travelling most weekends and in 

the breaks. The Uni organises trips away for exchange students that are really good, its so 

much cheaper and it’s an awesome way to meet people. Sky scanner is an awesome 

website giving you the cheapest flights, I got from Milano to Paris for 20 euro return. Oh 



and buy rail passes when you can they work out so much better especially for going 

around Italy. 

 

Nightlife: 

This was definitely the best part about Milano. The nightlife is amazing you can go out 

any night to so many different clubs and they’re always packed with people. When you 

get to Milano sign up to all the different groups for exchange students like ESG and ESN 

as they get you awesome deals at the clubs at different nights. There’s also this little 

street off Corso di Porta Ticinese that is always packed with people and all the bars have 

like one euro shots so it’s a good place to drink before going out or after dinner.  

Taxis can be a bit expensive if you use them all the time but trams usually go till about 

one am depending on where you live so you can use them to get around at the start of the 

night.  

Another really cool thing is aperitivo, which all the bars around Milano do from like 

6pm. You just buy a drink and then there’s a buffet of food you can help yourself to. It is 

a really cheap way to eat out with so heaps to choose from. Some are much better than 

other, there is four or five just off Via San Vitto that are really good, always packed with 

people and are fun to start the night off at.  

 

I found Milano to be reasonable in terms of food, alcohol and transport compared to other 

main cities like Paris. It is also an awesome base to travel from and I would definitely 

recommend anyone wanting to do an exchange to go there! 


