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I can’t believe how quickly my exchange went by. So make sure you cherish every 
moment and make the most of every opportunity you get. I had the most amazing time 
in Milan. Don’t be scared. It won’t be long before you feel at home in your new city. 
 

 

University 
The classes at Bocconi are quite similar to those at Otago University. I found it was very easy 
to get good marks. Unlike Otago University lots of my classes were 100% external. I 
managed to get through the semester without buying any textbooks, so definitely do not 
rush into buying them. 
 
 

Accommodation 
I didn’t want to go over to Milan with nowhere to live so I decided to apply for the 
international hostel, Arcobaleno. It is quite far out from university and it is very expensive 
for what you get (660 euro per month). As soon as I arrived at the hostel I decided I was best 
to move out and look for an apartment. There are a lot of signs advertising places all around 
uni. If you decide to try and find an apartment I would recommend booking yourself into a 



hostel for a week (Ostello La Cordata is very good) and setting yourself up with a cellphone 
(be prepared to spend a week ringing landlords and going to viewings). I found a nice 
apartment in an area called Porta Romana with another girl from Otago University. We each 
paid 500 euro a month to share a room, so it’s not cheap! I had never considered sharing a 
room before I got over to Italy but it worked out very well and it is a great way to save some 
money. 
 

 

Money 
Make sure you work as much as you can leading up to your exchange because your money 
will disappear before your eyes. Generally things in Milan are about double the price they 
would be in New Zealand. For example: a filled roll and drink would cost you about 7 euro. 
 

 

The Language 
If you can you should learn a bit of Italian before you get to Italy. Once you arrive in Milan 
there is a language course offered at the university. It costs 150 euro and is well worth it, 
both for learning the language and for meeting people. Most people in Milan speak English 
pretty well (especially around the university) so this makes it quite hard for your Italian to 
improve. 
 

 

My favourite things in Milan: 

 Aperitivo- If you go to any bar between 6pm – 9pm and buy a drink you are entitled to a buffet 
of food.  The street ‘Via San Vito’ which is just near the ‘Missiori’ metro stop has a fantastic 
selection of bars that do a good aperitivo. 
 

 Nightlife: There are lots of amazing clubs in Milan (Just Cavalli, The Beach, Old Fashioned, 
Lime Light…) and there are always international student deals. You normally pay about 10 
euro entrance, which includes 2 free drinks. 
 

So that’s just a brief overview for you! 

 

 


