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Vienna was my second exchange, and I headed there straight from a semester in Canada. They were 

definitely very different but Vienna was amazing. It is an awesome city with a lot of beautiful old 

buildings, history and culture. I definitely wouldn’t describe myself as a cultured person but you can 

get standing tickets to the opera and ballet for 4 euros, so there really isn’t much to lose when it is 

that cheap! There is also hundreds of museums - admittedly I didn’t make it to that many but it is 

still really cool! Vienna also has lots of Heuringer which little wine taverns which make their own 

wine and sell it really cheaply (it’s normally less than what you would pay for a super cheap bottle in 

New Zealand), so it was lots of fun to go to these with a group of friends as the weather warmed up.  

 

Vienna is very conveniently located smack bang in the middle of Europe so travelling is easy peasy, 

and you can get cheap buses or flights with Ryan Air out of Bratislava (which is a one hour bus ride 

away). Some of the places I went to were Hungary, Czech Republic, Netherlands, Switzerland, Italy, 

Croatia, Montenegro, France  and Slovakia. Also if you go in the NZ first semester you get minimum 3 

weeks Easter holidays so there is lots of opportunity to travel. I definitely recommend going in the 

summer semester, it was pretty chilly when we first arrived but it warms up very quickly, and was at 

least mid-twenties for the last month or two…AMAZING!  

 

I was in Haus Panorama which was awesome. The rooms are tiny (2 by 4 metres) but we had a really 

good crew and mixture of people there, as opposed to Haus Erasmus which is mostly Americans. Be 

warned, there were a few interesting characters there. People often stay at the residences their 

entire time at university and there were a few quite strange people living there. Also there was 

Harold the resident homeless man who slept on a bench in the foyer most nights, he was completely 

harmless and actually very friendly though – also always a bit of entertainment. They put all of the 

exchange students on the same floor so you only have minimal interaction with the stranger 

Austrians. There is no one in the residence to really control everyone after 3.30pm, so we had 

parties in the kitchen every night before we went out. There is a club on the ground floor with a bar, 

which was very convenient. Haus Panorama is really close to the Donauinsel (Danube Island), which 

is ideal as it gets warmer for swimming, boating, sunbathing and soccer. At one stage we were 

literally going and spending the whole day there every day. They also have these cocktail/hookah 

bars along the river which will give you a discount if you are with a big group.  

 

The night life was a lot of fun. Every Monday night all of the exchange students would go to Ride 

Club where you could get cheaper drinks and then Wednesdays to Travel Shack. Thursdays at 

Praterdome was girls night, so girls got a ten euro drinks voucher – although drinks are really 

expensive there so that is probably on one drink. Praterdome is a massive and pretty crazy club 

which was lots of fun. Normally on the weekends it would be travel time, but otherwise there would 

always be lots to do in Vienna.  

 

Oh and one other thing I should mention is the classes are quite strange. Some of the classes are 

block courses so you might have the class for 4-6 hours every day for a week and then the exam 2 

weeks later and then your class is over. So potentially you can organise you timetable so you have 



months off. I didn’t realise this when I sorted out my course, but I conveniently only had class on 

Mondays and Tuesdays for most of the exchange (except for the occasional week where I had a 

block course). I did the Business German for Beginners class which taught me a bit of German and it 

is really just a basic German course, I don’t know why the word Business is in there.  Also it is just 

one test at the end of May so not much to worry about during the semester.  

 

Well I think that is about everything and if you haven’t decided for sure yet, definitely definitely DO 

IT. It is such an awesome experience, you definitely won’t regret it and will end up with friends from 

all over the world!  

 

Here and there in Vienna…. 

 

 

 

 

 


