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Well first of all I like to say that you have made a good decision deciding to travel on student 
exchange. And secondly, Vienna is a great place to choose when on student exchange. This 
will probably the best part of your time spent at Otago. 
 
Vienna 
 
Vienna is a really nice city especially in the Spring/Summer period. At which time we spent 
most of our time swimming by the Danube River and soaking up the sun. However, there 
are a lot of other attractions around Vienna that are worth a visit. The city is quite busy but 
because of its low skyline the city does not seem too big and is very manageable. The 
transport system within Vienna is excellent and quite affordable. It is worth buying a 
Semester pass which covers the entire inner city transport system. The Semester pass costs 
125 euro and fines for travelling without a pass are 70 euro. 
 
The people living in Vienna are nice, however they are German spoken and it can sometimes 
be hard communicating with little German ability. The Austrian’s are also very set in their 
ways, which at times can be frustrating but always an interesting experience. However, 
Vienna has many aspects which allow it to be very liveable and continuously ranks as one of 
the most liveable cities in the world. 
 
There are many things to do during your semester in Vienna and it is worth taking 
advantage of the events which the city puts on. I would recommend taking advantage of the 
standing tickets at the opera house to watch world class ballets and opera’s. The tickets 
range from 3-5 euro and can be purchased an hour before the show. It might be best to 
arrive earlier than one hour for more popular productions. There are also many free 
concerts that the city provides, with the highlight being the Donauinsel Fest. A 3 day free 
concert on the Donau Island, featuring world class bands and djs. 
 
Wirtschafts Universitat Wien 
 
The University is easy to enrol in at first. However, I found that I had limited Economics 
papers that would cross-credit to Otago. Luckily there are many Marketing papers that will 
cross-credit to Otago and these are the papers that I choose. Registration for classes occurs 
around 1 month before classes start. This is done online at around 2:00am NZ time. It is 
important to register at this time because class sizes are very small and spots fill up within 
minutes of registration opening. If you are registering at this time you should be able to get 
the classes you want though.  
 
To study abroad you need to have a student visa. This has to be obtained from the Austrian 
embassy in Canberra, Australia. However, you can apply through the Austrian consulates in  
 



 
New Zealand. Make sure you have all the correct documents and forms as they are very 
particular with details. Also I had trouble obtaining my visa as I travelled to Sydney and 
needed my passport. But the consulate needs to send the passport away for 3 weeks. 
 
The University is easy enough to deal with and once completing a few administration tasks, 
all is straightforward. I would recommend doing block courses which the university offers. 
These are papers that run over a couple of days a semester. I completed 2 300 level 
marketing papers in 6 days. This allows many free days during the semester. The rest of the 
classes are quite long (between 2 and 4 hour lectures) but I thought this was good as 
allowed for plenty of free time as I only had class once or twice a week. 
 

 
 
The University also offers many programmes for exchange students which are fantastic. The 
most important would be to sign up and get a ‘Buddy’. This is a person who may help you in 
the first couple of weeks at university. Mine was great because they picked up my 
accommodation keys and picked me up from the train station on my arrival. There are also 
courses at the start of the semester for interested exchange students. The Ok-programme is 
a three week course that shows students around and a few attractions. However, I didn’t do 
the ok-programme as the cost was quite high and I though the money would be better 
spent travelling around Europe before the semester started. The students who did do it said 
that the programme was really expensive for what was offered, however it was a good way  
 
 



 
To meet other exchange students. The ‘Buddy Network’ also offers events throughout the 
semester and these are always fun (carnival in Venice, Ski Trip, Brewery tours, etc). I had 
great fun on these trips although they can be quite expensive.  
 
Accommodation 
 
There are a lot of options for accommodation in Vienna. However, I would only recommend 
two of them Haus Erasmus and Haus Panorama. Haus Erasmus is generally a nicer hall 
however, the majority of the rooms are shared and this hall is primarily full of Americans 
and Canadians. Which is not a bad thing although; it is a lot better diversity in Haus 
Panorama. Haus Panorama is where I stayed and wouldn’t change a thing about that. I had 
great fun here as there are three floors set aside for exchange students. The environment is 
quite weird but we got used to it as the exchange semester went along. The rooms are very 
nice and each floor has kitchens set aside for about 50-60 people. The kitchens aren’t fully 
equipped and it is necessary to buy cutlery etc to cook with. The location of Haus Panorama 
is fantastic. It takes about 15min to get to the university with public transport. And there are 
buses which stop outside the hall 24/7. There are also many tracks by the river which are 
good for running, and shops located conveniently close. I would definitely recommend this 
hall; the people, parties and place are fantastic!!! 
 
Haus Panorama 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Generally going on exchange to Vienna is an experience that is not to be missed. The 
amount of travelling potential is huge. The location of Vienna means that travelling East and 
West is very easy. And can be very cheap if you get good bargains. There are many bus 
services which links Austria to other parts of Europe at a very reasonable price. Whilst I was 
in Vienna I managed to travel to around 20 other countries. The university also has a 3 week 
holiday after just 3 weeks of classes! This is amazing because I was able to travel around 
Europe for a month. Other universities do not offer this and I think this is a huge draw card 
as to why you should go to Vienna!!! All together I believe my exchange cost about $11000 
NZ dollars. This includes everything from accommodation to flights and travelling in 
between. It can be relatively cheap to live in Vienna and this is the approach I adopted. This 
allowed me to spend my money on travelling which I really enjoyed. 
 
If your thinking about going to Vienna, stop thinking and go! You won’t regret it for sure! 
And if you would like to ask any questions please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me. 
 


