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Courses:  

Italian course: I would recommend that everyone does the Italian crash course. This is a great 

way to learn the basics of the Italian language, and if you already speak Italian there are harder 

courses available. This is where you will meet a lot of other exchange students and generally 

friends you will have for your entire exchange.  

After this Italian crash course has finished there are various other Italian classes you can attend 

for free. I wish I had continued learning Italian after the crash course as it makes the everyday 

life in Italy a lot easier.  

Law courses: As a Law student you have access to undergraduate and graduate law papers at 

Bocconi. I took four law papers, mainly all graduate papers. Law papers are not nearly as 

demanding or challenging as papers at Otago. I found the course to be very easy and so did other 

exchange students in my classes.  

I had three oral exams and one written. The exams are not nearly as strict or formal like at Otago. 

For example, exam room’s change all the time, so be sure to check the room of your exam on the 

day. I had an exam that changed dates without any emails or changes to the exam timetable; 

instead we just got told in class. So be careful around exam time to make sure you don't miss 

your exam completely.  

The teachers are all very friendly and helpful. Classes at Bocconi are a lot more interactive than 

at Otago. Some of my classes some days just turned into big class discussions. So don't be 

surprised if you get asked questions in class.  

Overall courses at Bocconi University are a lot less challenging than they are at Otago, so I 

would not be worried about them at all, it means more time for travel and shopping.  



Housing: 

I would strongly recommend to not go into the University housing. It is 30minutes out of the city 

by train, very expensive for what you get and I knew of no one that enjoyed staying there. I 

would suggest finding an apartment/flat. This can be challenging and time consuming but it is 

definitely worth it in the end.  

At the university you can find hundreds of fliers advertising spare rooms or flats. Other than that 

I would suggest that you go walking around streets close to the university, there are 

advertisements everywhere. It is just a matter of calling numbers.  

It is challenging because generally all the advertisements are in Italian. Get an Italian dictionary 

to help you understand. The people you will call all speak Italian and little English if any. Speak 

very slowly into the phone as they find the New Zealand accent very hard to understand. There 

will be many people you contact that speak no English. We overcame this problem by asking the 

receptionist of the hotel we were staying at to help us, so you could try this also.  

I lived near Porta Genova (A metro stop) which is an area very close to the University, a 10 

minute walk or a 3 minute Tram ride.  I lived in an apartment with 3 other kiwis from Otago 

University. Technically this apartment was made for 2 people, but we squeezed in 4 for a short 

period. We found this apartment by just wandering the streets and going in and asking about free 

apartments. I loved living in this area as it was close to the nightlife, shopping and the center of 

Milan.  

I would seriously recommend that you do not try and organise an apartment/ flat over the 

internet. There are many scams and you will get ripped off.  

If you want to live with Italians, there are many rooms available in already established flats. 

However be cautious when doing this, remember some Italians might not have time for you 

especially if you don't speak any Italian and you may find yourself very lonely. Rather, I would 

recommend getting in touch with other people from Otago University who are also going on 

exchange to Bocconi and discussing living arrangements with them, or even just one person.  

Please note that Italy has very strong housing laws, most rooms and apartments can only have a 

certain amount of people living in them, even though you may think more people can live in 



them. You should check with your landlord how many people an apartment can live before 

signing up or inviting others to move in.  

Cost of Housing: Our apartment cost 1000 Euros in total plus internet, power and gas on top of 

that each month. This was split between my flat mates and I. I ended up paying just over 300 

Euros a month. We were very lucky; you are more likely to be paying between 400 and 700 

Euros a month depending on location and room type. 

 

Money:  

It is no lie when people say Milan is expensive. However, if you have a budget it can be done 

cheaply like anywhere. There are plenty of supermarkets and cheap shopping.  

Rent is the only thing which is guaranteed to be expensive, be prepared to pay at least 400 Euros 

a month. 

I was away for 8 Months in total so my spending was probably a lot more than most just going 

for a semester. In Milan alone however I would have spent about around 10,000-15,000 dollars.  

 

Cellphone:  

If you are looking at using a cellphone in Italy I would recommend the network 'Wind'. They 

have the cheapest deals and there is a store right next to Bocconi University where they all speak 

English. Mainly all students at Bocconi are on Wind.  

Internet: If your apartment does not come with internet, I would recommend the network 'Tim'. 

There is a store right next to Bocconi University where they all speak english. I got an internet 

stick that you plug straight into your laptop and it works anywhere in Milan where there is 

cellphone reception. It cost me 59 Euros for three months, unlimited activity. That is all I needed, 

but if you require other plans they have many. This was the cheapest network.  

 



ATM Card:  

An ATM card gives you access to all the city buses, trams and metros. As soon as you get to 

Milan you should invest in a monthly student ATM pass. When I was there they cost 17 Euros a 

month and were definitely well worth having. You are given all the forms by Bocconi University 

when you do course approval. They will give you all the instructions you need to know. It often 

takes them a while for them to be processed; sometimes up to 2 weeks; that’s why I say get onto 

getting one as soon as possible.  

 

Shopping:  

You will not be let down by the shopping in Milan. Zara, Pull and Bear and H&M are the 

cheaper stores which offer some really nice clothes at a better quality than Glassons. Of course 

there are many high end stores in central Milan; my favourite was Marc by Marc Jacobs.  

There are plenty of farmers markets on Friday and Saturday around Bocconi University which 

offer good quality fruit and vegetables.  

In Milan you will find many people selling fake handbags and accessories. Be careful, it is illegal 

and people caught buying these will be fined. You will notice strings attached to a blanket 

underneath the fake handbags which the sellers hold. When the police come they pull them up 

and run away, very entertaining to watch.     

 

Eating:  

You will not go hungry in Milan. There are plenty of food options everywhere and not just 

Italian food. While in Milan, I ate a selection of bagels, sushi, crepes, gelato, pizza and pasta. 

The food in Milan is what makes this place so amazing, be prepared to let the waist line go a 

little. My favourite pizza place was called the Pizza Factory, it is a must try.   

 

 



Nightlife:  

As an exchange student at Bocconi University there are many events organised for you through 

the exchange program. All that is required is that you sign up for them. I attended wine evenings, 

pizza nights and a pre New Year’s Eve party among many others. They are cheap and a 

guaranteed good time with other exchange students.  

Outside the organised events there are many clubs in Milan that are busy every day of the week. 

Old Fashion was one of my favourite clubs. This is where a lot of exchange students go and they 

have cheap deals for Bocconi students.  

 

Enjoy Milan; it is a guaranteed good time!!! 

 

 


