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My four months in Heidelberg were incredible! The moment I arrived I began to feel sorry that I 

would have to to leave the place after only one semester. Heidelberg really is an amazing place 

and I would recommend it so strongly to anyone even slightly considering it. 

The City 

Heidelberg is beautiful. Its old town is one of the best preserved in Germany, and the sight of 

the old castle perched above it on the hill is truly breathtaking. It’s a student city and there are 

a lot of young people, and a lot of parties. There is a whole street dedicated to bars and quite a 

few clubs and discotheques all around the city.  

The city is actually quite big (around 200,000 people), but most of the interesting stuff is 

located in and around the Altstadt. This is where I lived, and I would highly recommend it. 

Walking out your front door, and being right in the middle of a very old and beautiful city is 

quite an experience. 

 Heidelberg also has a large river flowing through it, called the Neckar.  Along the banks of the 

Necker there are grassy areas where everyone goes to lay out and barbeque on hot days. 

Upstream of Heideberg there are lots of castles all the way along the Neckar. This made for a 

pretty fun bike-trip one weekend. The city also has lovely forested hills all around it. I found lots 

of great running and mountain bike trails all over the place. 

The University 

The university is the oldest, and the most famous in Germany. The campus is spread out, with 

the Arts faculties, central library and administration buildings situated in the Altstadt, and the 

science and medicine faculties located in Neuenheimerfeld (about a 30min walk from the 

Altstadt).The vast majority of exchange students take their classes either at the Max Weber 

Haus, or the Deutsch als Fremdsprache institute. Both these institutes are geared towards 

exchange students who are studying German as a foreign language.  

There isn’t much point in trying to pick classes you want to study at Heidelberg before you 

leave New Zealand. The Heidelberg administration system is well quite a system, and you will 

just have to pick all your classes when you arrive. On this note, it is probably a good idea to 

arrive in Heidelberg a little early so you can get all the classes you want to take. I took all my 

papers at the Max Weber Haus, which is a nice old house overlooking the river and the castle. 



My classes were pretty good, and tailored to my level (you have to take a German language test 

when you first arrive in Heidelberg), however they were pretty long! I had some 4 hour classes! 

The teachers at the Max Weber house usually just give you weekly homework, and apart from 

the occasional test and an exam, that will be all.  

The classes (at least at the Max Weber Haus and in the Deutsch als Fremdsprache institute) are 

compulsory, and you will actually fail your paper if you miss too many classes. You can 

negotiate with your lecturers though, and they will usually be flexible (maybe they will give you 

extra homework or something). I was able to miss around 4-5 classes of each subject during the 

semester to go travelling and it was no big deal. Plan your trips around public holidays (there 

are quite a few of them!). 

Accommodation 

I found the accommodation to be simple, but of a decent standard, as well as pretty cheap 

(only 213 euros per month). You should definitely get your accommodation through the 

university as getting accommodation privately can be quite expensive and is more of a hassle. I 

lived in an Europahaus. There are about 5 of these and they are all in the Altstadt. The 

Europahauser are basically large apartment complexes with a mix of German and exchange 

students. There are single rooms and flats with about 4-5 people sharing a kitchen and 

bathroom facilities. I was in a single room which had an ensuite, as well as a fridge, and a small 

kitchenette. The Kitchenette only had 2 hotplates so I ended up eating out most of the time. 

However the Mensas (university-run student dining halls) around Heidelberg are pretty cheap 

places to eat (meals around 3-5 euros depending on how much you eat). The Mensas are also 

very social places where everyone meets up to have a meal and a beer or three. The downside 

of the Europehauser is that they do not come with free internet (power is free though). 

However this is very easy to remedy, as lots of the exchange students just end up sharing wifi. I 

did this and paid about 7 euros a month for it, and the internet was faster than at 

Neuenheimerfeld.  

The other student accommodation (actually where most exchange students end up going) is in 

Neuenheimerfeld. Like I said earlier it’s a wee way from the Altstadt, but there are slow buses 

running regularly. Probably best to have a bike if you live there. Everyone bikes in Heidelberg. 

There is more student accommodation in Eppelheim (nicknamed Alcatraz), which is even 

further from the Altstadt than Neuenheimerfeld! Best to avoid this if you can! You are going to 

have fun wherever you are, but if you want to be right in town and be with people that like to 

party, then choose a Europahaus. You cannot actually choose the type of accommodation you 

want (they choose it for you), but send a nice email to the person in charge of administering 

accommodation and they may just be able to put you in your desired accommodation type. 

Another thing, the accommodation doesn’t come with anything extra whatsoever. Mine didn’t 



even come with a roll of toilet paper. So expect a few trips to Kaufhaus (in Bismarkplatz) and 

the supermarket to buy all your essentials. 

Administration 

There is a lot of it. When you arrive you will be bogged down for around 3 full days getting 

through it all. They range from things like setting up bank accounts, registering, rent etc etc. 

There is a lot to do. You will also have to go through all this again once you leave. This is quite 

honestly the least enjoyable part of Heidelberg. Also a lot of the places you have to go to get 

this or that signed have very obscure office hours.  On the plus side, they do give you a big, 

comprehensive list of all the things you have to do, so if you just knuckle down and do it all as 

fast as you can then it’s not as bad. Also make sure when you turn up on your first day in 

Heidelberg you have 600-1000 euros. You will need it to pay deposits, other fees and to buy 

essentials. 

Travel 

Germany is situated in the heart of Europe and so you are in a great position to travel all 

around. I travelled all over Germany, as well as through France, Switzerland, Austria, The 

Netherlands, and Cyprus. Germany is one of the cheapest western European nations and has a 

great train network. It may be well worth your while to purchase a Bahnkarte. Which gives you 

discounted rail travel. I bought a Bahnkarte50 which gave me 50% off rail travel within 

Germany for a great student rate of 130 euros. A good deal and I used it a lot! You can also get 

a Bahnkarte25, for around 30-50 euros.  

Flying is another cheap option, with the Ryanair airports of Frankfurt Hahn and Baden Baden 

only a couple hours away from Heidelberg.  

Germany also has great cycle tracks throughout the entire country. I cycled a decent portion of 

the Neckar and saw lots of castles, as well as a 5 day cycling trip along the Rhine. This was a 

definite highlight of my trip! If you like castles and medieval towns, then you will love this. The 

Middle Rhine is the most fortified area in Europe! 

 

 

Costs 

Like I said earlier, Germany is one of the cheapest countries in Western Europe, and although 

our exchange rate has improved, things are still expensive. Food/drink is relatively cheap, 



especially if you buy it from a large supermarket chain like Aldi or Kaufland. Rent for me was 

also pretty inexpensive at 213 euros per month.  

The big costs come from travelling, and how many beers you like to buy when you go out! If 

you stay in Heidelberg, scrimp a bit, and don’t really go anywhere, you could get by on around 

400-500 euros a month I should think. This is incidentally the amount you will receive if you get 

the Baden Wurttemberg Scholarship (400 euros a month for 4-5 months), which is pretty 

handy. Every Kiwi I have talked to who has applied for this scholarship has got it, so you have a 

pretty good chance! I travelled and explored a lot, I also didn’t cook much, so I think I spent a 

reasonable amount, about NZ$9000 (not including flights) for my four months in Germany. 

Beer and Sausages 

I included a section on these two incredible items for their sheer cultural significance and the 

no small part they had in making my exchange a memorable one. German beer is amazing. 

Everyone says it is, and everyone is right. Make sure you go to some festivals while you are in 

Heidelberg. If you are on exchange in the winter semester, go to Oktoberfest in Munich or 

Stuttgart, and if you go in the Summer semester, check out some of the Fruehlingsfests around 

the place (Stuttgart has a big one).  

The slogan for Warsteiner beer is “das einzig Wahre”, which means, “the only truth”. That 

about sums up German beer. No matter what beer you buy, it will never let you down. I just 

wish everything else could be so consistent. My favorite beer in Germany was a brand called 

Rothaus. It’s a local pilsner from the Hochschwarzwald, and I would highly recommend it to 

anyone. You can get it all over Heidelberg.  

The sausages are pretty damn good too. If a nice big Bratwurst and an icy cold German beer 

isn’t the dream, I don’t know what is. 

Summary 

I’ve said it a lot now, and I’ll say it again, Heidelberg is Incredible! It has been without a doubt 

the best four months of my life so far, and if I could go back and do it all again I would. I 

recommend Heidelberg so strongly, so if you are thinking about going there, just do it already! 

You will not be disappointed! If however you are reading this because you have already been 

accepted to go there, then get excited, because you are about to have the time of your life! 

 

 

 


