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Applying: 

Applying the exchange was very easy with the help of the exchange office at Otago. The only thing I 

would recommend is to make sure you meet deadlines and keep copies of all the documentation 

you receive because in Germany you need proof of everything you are doing/ have applied for. This 

is particularly important when applying for ‘Anmeldung’ and student residency visas. The process of 

communicating with the exchange office in Cologne only starts to get a little complicated when you 

start trying to secure accommodation. However make sure you use the exchange office in Cologne, 

the people there are very friendly and their services are invaluable, I went to them many times for 

help and they were more than willing to oblige. 

Accommodation: 

Make sure you follow the steps! Student accommodation in Cologne is hotly sought after. Being an 

exchange student we do get given some kind of preferential treatment but don’t rely on this. Make 

sure you communicate with the exchange office and the landlords as much as possible to clarify 

details. During my time in Cologne I saw people being kicked out of their apartments because they 

hadn’t followed the proper procedures and / or read the contracts that you are given properly (they 

are in German but they should provide an English copy if you request it). Unfortunately as I know it 

can be a very stressful process wading through all the procedures and deadlines but it is important 

to adhere to the rules when it comes to accommodation. You can of course try and find your own 

accommodation but I would definitely recommend staying in student accommodation. You will meet 

lots of new people and there are parties at these places all the time! 

Courses: 

Applying for courses in Cologne is without a doubt a nightmare. Don’t be put off by this but I believe 

fair warning should be given. Again the exchange office was invaluable for me but that was because I 

wanted to be sure that everything was assured. Check the online course lists regularly to make sure 

the courses you want to do are still available and that they match up with your learning agreement. I 

stayed in Cologne for two semesters and I had serious problems with this because the course list 

changes from semester to semester. I found myself unable to do any of the courses I wanted to do 

and had to do some that weren’t approved on my learning agreement. If this happens then just 

make sure you keep in touch with the person you originally made your agreement with and they will 

help you through it. Basically you need to keep up to date with course changes.  

The actual applying for courses is very difficult and confusing. They have a system called KLIPS which 

is like our PIMS but in German and far more complicated. I recommend talking to the exchange 

office about registering for classes (you NEED to register or you won’t be able to sit the exam which 

you consequently have to register for as well) and attending any online seminars that they have with 

regards to it. They also have ILIAS which is very similar to our Blackboard set-up and it where lecture 

slides and readings are posted. The biggest thing with getting into courses in Cologne is making sure 



you register for them on time, register for the exams on time and make sure that they are actually 

available for you to do. 

Arrival in Cologne: 

Ok:  so you arrive in Cologne, your ‘buddy’ should have met you and helped you get to your 

accommodations (also check what dates you can check in at your accommodation or end up 

sleeping on your room-mates floor like I did). There will be some kind of meet and greet mixer going 

on somewhere so make sure you get down to that, its lots of fun and you get to meet lots of people 

from all over the world, it was very surprising for me to see how many nationalities there were 

there. Despite this I was the only Kiwi there for the first semester so get used to enduring the 

company of Australians (there were plenty of them). I found that I made great friends almost 

straight away at these events and have definitely formed some serious friendships due to my 

experiences in Cologne.  

Right, now after the initial excitement (lasts quite a while trust me) you will need to pick up your 

student ID which also doubles as you travel card. Make sure you look after this because travelling 

without a ticket costs at least 40euro if you’re caught and they monitor the trains aplenty. You will 

get your ID from the exchange office but first you need to pay for it. Now this is where it can get 

tricky and stressful. There is a lot of red-tape when trying to first establish yourself in Cologne but 

trust me it’s worth it. First of all you need to go to your local Rathaus and ‘anmelden’ with the city. 

This is a simple process of getting to the Rathaus around 9am with all your required documentation 

(you will be told what this is) and you get a stamped piece of paper. KEEP THIS! You then need to go 

to a bank and set up a student account (make sure it’s student or you will get charged fees!). You will 

need to take lots of documentation for this as well including the anmeldung. Once this is done you 

need to deposit your money into the account and get a print out of the balance. Once you have this 

go back to the Rathaus and apply for a student residence visa. This is similar to the anmelden but 

you get given an official piece of paper that says you’re ok to stay and you will be a photo ID which 

you can use instead of your passport. Once this is done you are basically sorted. You will get a 

checklist of things you need to do when you arrive in Cologne but I have given you the run-down of 

the difficult things, namely because I remember how stressful it was for me trying to do all this. 

But, once that is all done you can start enjoying a truly awesome and alive city! 

 

Money: 

Money is definitely something you will want to have plenty of while in Cologne, not because it is 

expensive but because there is so much to do and see. I stayed for two semesters and only took 

10,000 euro with me. This was definitely NOT enough! Unfortunately for me my second semester 

was slightly less lavish than the first but in saying that I still travelled to Budapest, went to 

Oktoberfest, went to Amsterdam and managed to get to Edinburgh for a few days. So if you need to 

you can make your money go a long way if you’re smart with it.  

For accommodation you will be told how much to pay and you will most likely have a direct debit 

scenario set up for you via your landlord. Make sure you know how much it will cost you before you 

go because trying to transfer money from New Zealand can be extremely expensive. Also make sure 



you have the money in your account because the landlords here do not like it if you miss payments 

and they are very strict, namely because there are so many people trying to get into these student 

accommodations. My accommodation costs per month were 310 euro but this is all inclusive, 

unlimited hot water, electricity, security, a mailbox, partially furnished apartment. Internet is 

available in your rooms for the most part and is not expensive at all. I was lucky enough to get into 

the apartment block Deutzer Ring 5, so if you get told you’re in this one then you will have excellent 

accommodation. If you get allocated to Efferen then don’t worry, it’s further out of town but it is 

basically a student village and I spent many a great night there with my friends barbecuing and 

partying till the early hours of the morning (especially in summer). 

Food costs can vary depending on your preferences but in general food is very very cheap. When I 

was trying to save money I could get away with spending only 20 euro a week and that was eating 

fresh vegetables and schnitzel so it’s not all that bad over here in that regard. There are a massive 

amount of doener shops which are kebab shops essentially but they are genius and I would 

definitely recommend them. The sausage stalls are also brilliant, especially around Christmas time in 

the Weihnachtsmarkts. They are just something we never experience in NZ and if you’re here in 

December then they really are something else. Kiosks are also brilliant. They are like dairies but 

stocked with alcohol, food and bizarre items that you find yourself needing and the best thing is they 

are not too expensive, 1.20 for a 500ml beer. Either way I would recommend around 30-40 euros a 

week for food just to make sure you have enough because I guarantee you will want to eat out a few 

nights and there are so many great places down Zulpicher Strasse (student street in town). 

General living costs of course basically means alcohol costs. Cologne is cheap. There are so many 

places to get good beer from and the drinking culture here is something completely different to 

what we are used to, people walking down the street having a casual beer, old people at 10am just 

having a beer in the park on a Sunday. Pubs of course are more expensive but per week I would 

survive very nicely of less than 50 euro. Depending on your preferences you may need more.  

 

Travel costs in Europe are blindingly cheap as well. I went to Budapest for 60 euro return. However 

there is a price to pay, Ryanair is the cheapest way to fly but they sting you with baggage allowances, 

travel times and travel locations. I found the best way to do it was to just go online, see what there 

and pick somewhere at random. I never would have thought to go to Budapest if myself and my 

Aussie friend didn’t sit down and see what was the cheapest flight we could get. Train travel is also a 

novelty that never wore off, it is so easy to get almost anywhere.  

As on overall amount to take away to Cologne I would recommend between 7000-10,000 euro PER 

SEMESTER depending on how much travel you want to do.  

General Experience: 

A lot of this evaluation has been cautionary and talking about the difficulties of my exchange but 

believe me once you get past the hard stuff it is an amazing experience. Cologne is such an alive city 

with something happening every night and you will meet the most amazing and bizarre people in 

your life. I struggle to put into words how fantastic my time in Cologne was and it all went far too 

quickly. I know that I will look back at my time there with a great sense of nostalgia and happiness. I 



made incredible friends all over the world and even grew a bit myself. I discovered it wasn’t about 

the going to the university and all that which I first had planned but it is more like doing an OE with a 

city full of people on the same wave-length and all looking to enjoy themselves in one of Germany’s 

most vibrant cities. The only horrible thing I found about my stay was the fact that I was staying two 

semesters and all the friends I made in first semester left during Germany’s summer break, it is 

amazing the bonds you forge in such a short time. Make sure you make the most of the short time 

you will have in Cologne because you will never forget the experience just as I never will. A great 

exchange destination where you don’t even need a significant grasp on the language to enjoy it! 


