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The first thing I want to start off with is 100% DO AN EXCHANGE! Over the past 5 months that I have 

spent in Barcelona studying at Esade, I cannot think of one dull moment! Each day brought new and 

exciting experiences and the friends and connections which I have made are invaluable!  I will try 

and sum up my 5 months and let you know about all my recommendations in this great city! 

Before arrival 

There is a lot of paper work to get through before embarking on this amazing experience, but to be 

honest I have totally forgotten about the stress of all that because it was all worth it! So just get it all 

done so you can get on a plane to Barcelona!  

I would recommend for everyone to try for the scholarships on offer as they really do assist your 

financial needs. In addition keep in mind when picking your papers that you need to have at least 27 

ECTS, in addition to this the 2 week intensive Spanish class which Esade offers also gives you 2 ECTS 

(I 100% recommend this class!). 

Another recommendation is to organise a travel card or ‘Loaded for travel’ card which has all your 

money on it. These cards have the smallest fees out of all Credit cards/ debit cards. You can get a 

loaded for travel card at the post office, definitely ask for more information about this.  

Accommodation 

I would highly recommend joining the facebook page which Esade organises and meet all the people 

on the page, as they are all the other students coming on exchange. From here you can make flatting 

groups and start looking into accommodation before you arrive, so that you don’t have the stress of 

searching for a place in this big city. Keep in mind that if you go through an agency they will charge 

you fees, up to 1 full months’ rent.  Now on places to live; Barri Gotico, Born, Eixample, Barconaleta 

and Gracia. These are all regions within BCN, I lived in Barri Gotico and cannot recommend this 

highly enough, it is so central to literally everything; metro stations, sites, bars, club and restaurants. 

However because it is in the old city it does get very touristy!  

Expect to pay around 400-550euros a month for rent, this includes rent and utilities. If you can 

organise a flat with WIFI already installed then that is a bonus, otherwise it is quite a procedure to 

get that installed by yourselves.  

Getting to and from Esade- Sant Cugat 

Esade is located around 1hr travel time out of Barcelona, this may seem like a lot now but really it 

goes very quickly and you often use this time to plan any weekend trips. When you arrive in 

Barcelona try to get a 3month 2 zone train pass this will be around 160euro. This allows you to travel 

to and from Sant Cugat and any buses or metros within Barcelona for 3 months.  

Before your first day have a look on google maps how to get to Esade from where you are staying, 

and how you must walk once you get off the train in Sant Cugat as it’s a 15minute walk.  



Esade Classes 

The classes at Esade go for around 3-4hrs with breaks in between. Yes it is a lot longer than Otago 

classes but what is great is you only have 1 class per subject. Classes which I recommend are; brand 

management, Spanish art and culture, marketing in Spain and Spanish art and history.  Overall the 

classes are quite easy as they are especially designed for exchange students, so they know that you 

are wanting Fridays off to go traveling so usually there a few classes on Mondays and Fridays.  

CIEE 

This is a group of people who organise events and activities for the exchange students, they will add 

you on Facebook and DEFINITELY accept this. These people are awesome, all the trips, parties and 

activities which they organised were the best and it’s a great way to meet some Spanish people and 

even learn a little Catalan ( the second language spoken in Barcelona) 

Planning trips 

Barcelona is a great central base to go on short trips to other countries in my time here I have been 

to; Nice, Madrid, Paris, Switzerland, Portugal, Madrid, Morocco, Prague, Budapest, Vienna and 

Mallorca. So take advantage of cheap flights with either Ryanair, Easyjet or Vueling and go and 

explore the rest of Europe. However make sure that you leave sometime for Spain and Barcelona as 

there is just SO much to see here. Great day trips from Barcelona are Tarragona and Sitges (where 

the Bacardi Museum is)  these two beautiful towns are on the coast and gets you out of the hussle 

and bustle of Barcelona, also great for the beach as Barcelona’s one is very crowed. 

Cost/Expenses 

The expenses will depend on how much a student travels during his/her exchange. For the whole 

semester, I spent around 450 € rent (all included) a month, 200 € for transportation ( for 4 months ),  

and probably 300 € a month for food and going out. So my budget for four months was 

approximately 3200 €. But this excludes the flight ticket to Barcelona, shopping, the agency fees for 

the flat and other travelling or sightseeing expenses.  

Conclusion 

The opportunity of going on exchange to Barcelona was one in a life time! The people I met the 

things I experienced cannot be put down in words! I would highly recommend anyone to go to Esade 

and live the Spanish life!  

 

 

 

 


