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Accommodation: 
 
I went through the student housing system to find accommodation. Despite the 
huge administration fee, I would advise future exchange students to do this because 
finding housing in Amsterdam is very difficult and going through student housing is 
the best way to meet other exchange students. Through the student system they 
place you in housing and give you the option of accepting it or rejecting the 
placement. Unless you are in Diemen (which is 30 minutes out of the city) it is a good 
idea to accept whatever accommodation you are given.  
 
Almost all of their housing is in self-contained units, with a small kitchen and 
bathroom within your room. This means that it’s very anti-social and can be a bit of a 
shock when you first arrive. Don’t worry about this – you will still make friends!  
 
Money matters: 
 
I opened a Dutch bank account with ING bank when I arrived. In order to open the 
account you have to go through a process which takes about a month to complete, 
and you have to deal with a lot of mail in Dutch but I would still recommend it 
because once you have a bank card it is much easier than dealing with cash, you can 
buy certain things over the internet with only a Dutch card and you are also able to 
print at university libraries with this card.   
 
Academics: 
 
I studied law while in Amsterdam. Law in Amsterdam is hard and the papers are 
short and intense, so be prepared. It is also not uncommon to fail papers. They 
structure their semester in blocks of three; the third block is reserved for re-sits for 
those who have failed papers in block one or two.  
 
Amsterdam is the centre of International Criminal Law, being so close to The Hague, 
and Humanitarian law. So I would definitely recommend getting involved in those 
sorts of papers, you will be taught by world class lecturers and you be exposed to all 
sorts of stuff that we don’t have access to in Dunedin.  
 
Transportation: 
 
Obviously, you will need to buy a bike.  I bought mine from Waterlooplein, which is 
an outdoor market. I paid 80 euros, and then after a month the back wheel had to be 
replaced which cost me 70 euros. But once I got the wheel replaced my bike worked 
really well. I would recommend paying a little bit more to get a bike that isn’t going 
to collapse on you, but do be aware that bikes get stolen all of the time no matter 
how many bike locks you use.  



 
There are also heaps of facebook sites called things like ‘Amsterdam Bike Market’ 
where individuals sell their bikes (all in English). I would recommend having a look at 
this for bargains! 
 
Tips: 
 
Buy a museum card as soon as you arrive. It costs 50 euro and allows you to go into 
almost all museums in Amsterdam. Museums in Amsterdam are very expensive so 
the card is very good value and you can on-sell the card for about 20 euro if you are 
only there for one semester.  
 
You will also need to get an OV Chip card which is a swipe card that you use to get 
onto buses, trams and trains. The cards are much cheaper than buying a ticket on 
board so get one as soon as possible. You buy them from the railway station, and can 
top them up by credit card at little machines in the railway station.  
 
Things to do: 
 
Leidisplein is the main area for going out at night, make sure you visit the shot bar 
called Chupitos and order the ‘Harry Potter’ shot which involves the bar tender 
lighting the whole bar on fire. 
Trouw is an awesome nightclub that you should visit. Check out the website and buy 
tickets online to avoid the queue.  
The Joordan is a beautiful area to bike around and shop in, make sure you visit a café 
called ‘Pancakes!’ for some beautiful Dutch pancakes. In the Joordan area is Anne 
Frank’s house, which is probably the most famous museum in Amsterdam. It is open 
until late so I would advise going at about 7pm to avoid the huge queues!  
From Amsterdam it is easy to get to a lot of awesome European cities. It’s a short 
(and relatively cheap) flight to Copenhagen, Stockholm, Prague, London, or Dublin 
and easy to train to Paris, Bruges or Berlin- so make the most of it!  
 
Final words: 
 
Relax, everything will work out! I found going to Amsterdam really easy in terms of 
setting myself up. The answer to every question I had become clear once I arrived, 
and EVERYONE speaks beautiful English so all you need to do is ask for help when 
you are a bit lost.  
 
Also don’t be shy, every exchange student is nervous and a bit lonely, plus there 
aren’t many communal areas in the student accommodation so you have to just go 
up to people and make friends! It takes a few weeks but soon you get a good group 
and you will settle in better!  
 
HAVE FUN! 


