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Accommodation 
 
It can be a bit of a hassle to find a good place to live in Lyon and the sooner you 
get onto it the better. I would recommend using a website called leboncoin.fr, 
which is essentially the French equivalent of TradeMe. You can look through 
vacancies and either send the poster a message or call them if they provide a 
number – it will help if you’re able to do this is French. I asked a family member, 
who lives in Lyon, to ring for me as my French was non-existent and I had a lot 
more success. There are other accommodation websites such as appartager.com, 
but most make you pay to be able to message someone. Another option for 
accommodation is of course a student dorm. Having not stayed in one but having 
had friends that did, my impression is that they are easier to organise and can be 
very cheap. However, personally, I think you will have a much more genuine 
cultural experience flatting with locals. Unlike an Otago hall, the student dorms 
don’t seem to have much social interaction going on. Also, it can be really hard to 
meet French people, especially if you’re a SELF-student, and flatting is one way 
to get introduced. 
 
In terms of rent, it seemed most people were paying around 400 euros/month, 
though if you are lucky you may get a place for less – I was lucky and found a 
place for 215, though I knew some people paying around 500.  
 

 
 



Transport 
 
The public transport in Lyon is fantastic. It basically consists of trams, buses and 
underground trains and there is one generic ticket that you use for all of these. A 
standard ticket will cost you 1.70 and means you can use any of the above means 
of transport for one hour. You can also buy a monthly ticket (for unlimited 
transport) for 20-something euros (I never bought one, though I probably used 
the trains enough to make it worth it). However, my favourite way of getting 
around was the public bikes. There are bike stations all around the city and for 
15 euros you can buy a card that allows you to use them an unlimited number of 
times for a year. This is by far the cheapest way of getting around and you get to 
know the city really well. They’re also great for getting home after a night out 
because public transport stops at 12ish and doesn’t start again till 5ish. One 
thing you have to watch out for is that they will charge you 50c if you use any 
one bike for more than half an hour. 
 

 
 
 Travel 
 
Getting from Dunedin to Lyon isn’t a cheap venture, so you’ll want to make the 
most of being in the middle of Europe. There lots of towns and cities that are a 
few hours out of Lyon that you can get to by train, car or bus. If you’re going to be 
doing a lot of travelling by train, I recommend getting a Carte Jeune (youth card), 
which gives you a discount on most trains in France. It’s 40-50 euros but it paid 
itself off for me with one return trip to Paris. There is a service called ‘ouigo’ 
(google it) that provides cheap train tickets around the south of France. A friend 
and I went to Aix-en-Provence for a couple of days using ouigo. Aix is an idyllic 
southern town that I would recommend visiting. The only issue with ouigo is that 
they tend to leave from the Lyon airport station, which costs 10 euros or so to 



get to, so take that into account when you’re booking. Another town close by that 
is worth a visit is Annecy. It’s an old town by a beautiful lake near Switzerland 
and I managed to get tickets for 12.90 each way (with my youth card). 
 
I did a lot of international travel before getting to Lyon so I didn’t do a lot while I 
was there. However, budget airlines like easy jet have really cheap flights to 
other European countries, especially if you book a month or so in advance. I went 
to Barcelona for a few days for 50-euro return.  
 
Whilst travelling while you’re in Lyon is great and I would definitely recommend 
doing some, you should keep in mind that living in a French city for 4 to 5 
months is an amazing opportunity and if you’re away every weekend speaking 
English with other international students, you’re going to miss out on getting to 
know the city and what it’s like to really live there. Some students will be 
travelling constantly and some hardly at all. Of course it’s a matter of preference 
and whether you have the time before or after your studies to travel, but don’t 
feel pressured to be away in a new country every weekend. 
 

 
 
Academics/Course Load 
 
There are two compulsory papers at Lyon 3 – French Language and French 
Culture & Civilisation. Other than that your course load will depend on what your 
Otago department requires. If you’re going to study law at Lyon 3, you’ll have to 
take 5 papers on top of the 2 compulsory French ones. 7 may seem like a lot, but 
they’re a lot lighter than at Otago so it is perfectly manageable.  
 
The style of teaching is a bit different to at Otago. Whereas at Otago you might 
have a one-hour lecture and a lot of reading to do before the next class, at Lyon 3, 



lectures usually last three hours but there is not a lot of homework. Class and 
exam scheduling is also relatively unorganised – you may have an exam for one 
paper before classes have finished for another or you may have your last lesson 
the same day as your exam. You also have to be aware of the rules on absences – 
if you have more than two unexcused absences from any one class, you fail that 
class. 
 
Tips 
 

 Take any opportunity to meet locals 
 Always try to speak in French before resorting to English 
 Don’t procrastinate - you’ll run out of time a lot sooner than you think 
 If you’re into music go to Sonic (a music venue on a boat), Le Sucre (a bar 

on the roof of a sugar factory) and check out a jazz bar like Le Bec de Jazz. 
 Make the most of the cheese, wine and pain au chocolat.  


