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I spent one semester at Lyon, which is about 4 months and managed to do 2 months 

travelling around Europe as well. It was my second semester of the year, but over in France 

it’s their first semester as they have just had their big summer break. Keep this in mind if 

your thinking of heading over to Lyon early as in August most of the shops close down and 

people are away on holidays. I thoroughly enjoyed my time in Lyon I think it is a fantastic 

city, the transport is great, the buildings are beautiful, the food is fantastic and there are 

two rivers that run through the centre of it that are great to hang out at in summer or for 

exercising. It’s also cheaper than Paris, and in a great location to travel round and explore 

lots of France.  

 

Accommodation: 

This was probably one of the harder things for me to organise for my exchange, I decided to 

take the option of going flatting as I wanted to live with French people and try to improve 

my French as well as be in a more social environment as opposed to living alone. I signed up 

to the website ‘appartager’ a couple of months before leaving and would often send emails 

to people that were listing, but sometimes you just wouldn’t hear anything back. Turns out 

French people aren’t that great at emailing back! To turn up without having anything was a 

bit daunting, however the positives of finding something when you are there are that you 

get to go and visit the apartment before paying anything, you get to meet the people and 

you can see how close it is to uni or public transport etc. The first thing to do when you get 

there is get a French sim because the best way to contact people is through calling and 

texting. Once I was there I also started to use another website leboncoin that was really 

good as well, and you don’t have to pay for it. It took me about 2 weeks to find my place, its 

luck of the draw really with what’s available I think. I thought this was a bit long as some 

manage to find theirs in a couple of days but others took 3 weeks, so it also depends on 

what your looking for and how strict you are with your criteria. I was about 5 minute walk 

from uni and close to a metro stop on line D that would take me straight to town in less 

than 10 mins so I really enjoyed the location. I paid 500 Euro a month, which was among the 

higher rents of my friends, and I had the option to apply for CAF to bring it down as well but 

I just never got round to it.  

 

Administration: 

The online registration is all quite straight forward, just keep an eye out for the emails from 

the international office at Lyon for dates of applying and things like that. In the first couple 

of days there’s a bit of admin to get through in order to get your student ID card as you 

need to get French housing insurance from the bank before you can get the student card. I 



used the LCL right opposite school so that was handy as I could just go to and from with the 

necessary documents as you need documents from the uni to go to the bank to get the 

insurance and then the uni need those documents from the bank to get the ID card – all 

typical French administration! Just make sure you don’t try and get anything done between 

the hours of 12 – 2 as everyone will be on their lunch break!   

Take all your necessary OFII documents to the OFII lady as soon as you have them, I couldn’t 

do this until I had my accommodation sorted though as you need proof of housing and 

signatures from landlords etc. Once you’ve handed this in, the lady sends it away and then 

you wait for a letter in the mail to say that they are processing it and that you will soon be 

told when you have your medical appointment, these letters take about 4 – 6 weeks to 

come through, so don’t expect anything speedy.  

 

University: 

The campus is quite compact compared to that of Otago, and some of the facilities aren’t as 

good as what we are used to, though this comes down to the fact that university fees for 

French people are very low. The university is located at the metro stop san soucis on the 

metro line D, otherwise is about a half hour walk from the centre of town, and easily 

accessible using the velov’s as well as there are many bike stations around the uni. The 

lectures in the SELF programme lasted 3 hours, and there is one a week per paper, but they 

are more like tutorials as opposed to lectures as there is only about 30 people in the class. 

You are allowed two unexplained absences per paper throughout the semester, so plan and 

use them wisely!  

I took the brand management, surfing the green wave, doing business in Europe and then 

the two compulsory French ones as well.  All except for the French culture paper involved 

group work and presentations, although sometimes group work can be a bit tedious it’s a 

good way to meet people and make friends with those you may otherwise not have. In 

hindsight, having a good base level in French due to studying it may have been more 

beneficial to my French to take the DEUF programme and papers in French as with all 

classes in English and the friends that I made we all spoke English together meant I had to 

make a real effort to improve my French outside of uni. Just something to keep in mind.  

The Resto U at the uni is great, you can get lunch for 3Euros! 

 

Transport: 

The transport system in Lyon is fantastic, I bought the tcl card each month, its 28 euros for 

students, and you can use it on the metro, tram and bus. I mostly used the metro as I had a 

metro stop right by my flat, it was on the green line which is the main line the metros are 

very frequent.  

There is also the option for the velov, which is 15 Euro for the year 

If you wish to do some travel around France I would recommend getting a ‘Carte Jeune’ 

from SNCF, it costs 50 Euros and gives you discounts on train tickets, I managed to redeem 



my 50 Euros pretty quickly so I thought it was worth it. I did trips to Beaune, Annecy, 

Rennes, Carcassone, Vienne, Perouges and Dijon. 

For flights, Easyjet also offers some reasonably priced fares for flights to other places in 

Europe.  


