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If you are reading this you are probably planning on going on an exchange, DO IT! Amsterdam is 
a great place, so beautiful, easy to get around (by bike), everyone speaks English, great city 
atmosphere, and there is always something to do (unlike Dunedin)!  I chose Amsterdam 
because I have Dutch heritage and wanted to study in English somewhere in Europe, and I 
couldn’t have been happier with my choice. It’s an easy place to travel from and has great 
culture, the café culture from home and also great beer, as well as many museums and parks 
which are great to visit.  

Accommodation: 

I went through DeKey for my housing which was wise I think, as it sounds difficult and 
expensive to find your own, I chose the second cheapest price bracket as the cheapest was 
sharing a room, and was placed in Gevleweg; also known as the containers. While you are not 
directly in the city centre or on a canal I actually loved it. It’s out just west of the main city area 
right by the river, and only 10-20 minutes from town by bike depending where you want to go. 
It is more like a proper flat rather than a room with a tiny kitchen or on a floor sharing facilities 
with many others, which I liked. You have your own room and share a living room, kitchen and 
bathroom with one or two others. I had two flatmates but I think most only house two people 
rather than three. I also thought the location was really great, right by a supermarket, and 
Westerpark; which has some really awesome markets, and a great bakery (get the scones with 
cream and jam). It also has some bars, and is a good place to hang out or go for a run. There is 
also the coolest street to bike down on the way into town, Harlemmerstraat, which has some 
really awesome shops and the bike ride doesn’t seem boring. Although it may look slightly 
shoddy, the caretakers pretty good at fixing things if you ask (our shower was rubbish so he 
replaced the shower head), and it’s better than a lot of student flats in Dunedin, very warm and 
functional. Rent was 459 euro a month, and my place came with full kitchen supplies. 

University:    

For the most part I enjoyed university although it was a bit of a mixed bag, looking at 
evaluations from other years I seem to be one of the only people doing a BA rather than an LLB 
or BCom, so if you are a BA student it is definitely doable. I did three third year papers, two 
worth 12ECT and one worth 6ECT, making up the minimum/maximum of 30ECT. The semester 
goes for three blocks, the third being smaller, a 6ECT course lasts one block while 12ECT lasts  
two. However there was a huge range in the skill and effort required for the papers, one was 
very difficult, including four page weekly assignments and a big final assignment, while another 
was relatively easy only three multi choice tests, both courses being worth the same amount of 
points. So it was a bit inconsistent, but excluding the hard paper, I didn’t have to put in a lot of 
effort, and there was hardly any class time, only 7 hours a week during the first block when I 
was doing all three papers, and down to 5 for the second block. I didn’t have class for the third 



block, so I had the whole month of June off, which was nice for travelling. However only having 
class two to three days a week meant I could do long weekend trips as well. The teaching style 
was similar for two of my papers, but there is only lectures not tutorials. The other harder 
paper was a bit different, one three hour class, which was a lot smaller and we sat in a circle 
and had a lot of class discussion and participation. A tip which may seem obvious, is actually put 
in effort during semester and make sure you know exactly what you need to get the grades or 
else it may mean stressful exam and final time, which is what happened to me, because there 
wasn’t much class time and I was travelling a lot a felt like I was on holiday and didn’t put in 
much effort, which I regretted when I realized I had to get certain grades at the end to pass the 
courses! 

Money: 

 It’s quite hard to come up with an overall amount, but I definitely spent at least $15,000 
including flights, a month of travel at the start, several weekend trips, ten days in Italy and a 
trip to London. If you don’t plan on travelling much you can spend a lot less, so it’s always 
doable on a smaller budget. Weekly I tried to budget 50 euro a week, but quite often went over 
if I ate out, or went drinking, or spent on things other than food. There are also I lot of setting 
up costs, so I panicked a bit at the start about how much I was spending but once that’s done it 
was fine. However I did budget out my costs and wasn’t just spending randomly, which I think 
was helpful and important to help not getting stressed about money. 

General tips: 

 Buying a bike is pretty important, it’s the main form of transport, the cheapest and the 
quickest. Also although it may seem like mayhem, it actually feels pretty safe, and there 
are many bike lanes, and traffic is aware of the predominance of bikes. To be honest the 
biggest danger was tourists stepping out in front of  you, or walking in the bike lanes. 
However be careful in the rain, especially on the tram tracks, and be aware of what’s 
happening around you to be on the safe side. Buying a bike was relatively easy, don’t 
buy from a bike shop, you’ll probably get ripped off, my flat mate bought a childs bike 
for over 100 euro, but also be weary buying at markets or the 10 euro ones sold on the 
street, they probably aren’t the best quality. So while cheap is good, so is durability and 
quality. I bought mine from AVSA the student union, which was 60 +15 for the lock +15 
to sign up, but I think was worth it in the end, it rode really well, and didn’t break. But 
there is also the facebook page “Bike market – Amsterdam” which people sell bikes on, 
and the facebook page of my housing often had bikes for sale.  

 If you are there for first semester get excited about King’s Day, it’s a great day were the 
whole city essentially parties, the night before and day of, but walk, don’t bike it’s a bit 
crowded for that! 

 Buy a museum card, its about 50 euro but museums are quite expensive, about 15 each 
so you get your money’s worth pretty quick, if you are a museumer! 

 A Dutch bank account is not needed depended on what your NZ bank offers, I had an 
ANZ multi cash passport which made it pretty easy, its easy to transfer money onto the 
card and into several different currencies, and you don’t get charged for getting out 



cash at ATM’s, you can also use it to buy tickets online etc. ING bank will probably try to 
talk you into joining when you pick up your keys at de key, by saying you need a chip 
card for printing at Uni. But you can actually buy these printing cards at the library, so 
don’t sign up if you don’t want to. 

 

 

 


