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‘Feeling blessed’ to have been selected to go on exchange to Amsterdam.  
I loved every day I was there and would love to live there more permanently one day! I chose the 
University of Amsterdam (UVA) as I was keen to visit The Hague and see the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia in action. Observing half a day at the ICTY was absolutely 
inspiring; definitely a highlight.  
 
I found Amsterdam to be an awesomely easy city to live in. It has the feeling of a village once you get 
to know it. It’s easy to understand, easy to get around and friendly. There is so much to see and do, 
you are never twiddling your thumbs wondering what to do. Plus, being so central in Europe, it is 
easy to go away on weekend trips. I only went away a couple of times and did most of my travelling 
on my way home. Some exchange students felt a bit regretful that they had almost been away from 
Amsterdam too many weekends and maybe hadn’t spent as much time as they should have 
exploring their host city. 
 
I found Amsterdam to be a really walkable city, which I was pleased about (coming from Wellington). 
In terms of transport, there is an OV Chipkaart which you can purchase from machines at metro 
stations etc, which you top up and can use on the trams, metros and trains (need a minimum of 15 
euro on it to use on the train though, so for the trains it’s better just to buy the ticket at the station). 
Then there is the main form of transportation, bicycling. I bought my bike through the university for 
60 euro. It wasn’t that great; the main part of it broke within the first couple of weeks but luckily it 
was still under guarantee so I took it back to the bike sellers at Uni and got it back the next week. 
There are bike market groups on Facebook, bikes at the street markets such as Waterlooplein, etc so 
it could be worth having a look around. I bought two locks (a chain to lock the front wheel to a pole 
and a back wheel lock); I’m pretty sure these are the reasons my bike didn’t get stolen (most friends 
had a bike stolen due to a shonky lock). 
 
On the first orientation day at the De Key HQ, there are representatives from ING to take down your 
details for setting up a bank account. My exchange friends had different ways of organising and 
strategizing funds. I decided to set up an account with ING and I think this made life easier. 
Amsterdam is weird about international credit cards, the shops generally either want ‘pinnen’ 
(Dutch PIN card) or cash. So the way I did things was to have an account with ING and a Dutch PIN 
card; every month my kind parents (and Studylink) would put a total of NZD$1000 into my NZ 
account, I used a conversion rate calculator to work out how much NZD$1000 was in euros (960 
euros at the time), at the beginning of each month I would withdraw 960 euros using my NZ card 
from my NZ account, go to ING and manually deposit it into my ING account, and that would last me 
the month. So 960 euros, minus my rent of 370 ish, gave me 590 (or 150 ish a week) to play with. 
Additionally I had a savings account with my NZ bank which I would use for booking trips and 
whatever else was extra. It’s pretty hard to give an idea of how much you’ll spend, but I worked out 
that I’d spend around about 30 euro on a week of groceries.    
 
Wonderful, woeful, wild Weesperflat. I chose shared facilities, own room accommodation. De Key 
placed me at Weesperflat. The location is amazing, right next to the Waterlooplein metro station 
and UVA business school campus (only about a 15 minute walk for me to the law campus). My room 
was great – heaps of sun and a fridge and microwave. I was on a floor of mainly Dutch students and 
about three other exchange students. There are 17 on a floor with two toilets and two showers. 
Coming from hostel living in Dunedin, I was not expecting five star accommodation however this 
place was in quite a filthy state. There were a fair few mice and mounted bags of rubbish which 



people were too lazy to take downstairs to the dumpster. However, I can’t speak for the whole 
building, as I didn’t spend long periods of time on other floors. Also, if you’re lucky enough to get put 
on the top international floor, it gets cleaned properly for some reason. The benefits of Weesperflat, 
in addition to the location, are the awesome flatmates, wild parties and its own bar.    
 
I found UVA to be all good. I generally enjoyed my courses and professors. I was a bit stressed during 
the courses because they were masters’ courses (I was undergraduate) and seemed pretty intense, 
but I found that as long as you put the effort in the exams were pretty easy. The courses I took were: 
Introduction to EU Law, assignment for extra credit (4) for Introduction to EU Law, International 
Criminal Law, International Investment Law and International Investment Arbitration. The professor 
for International Investment Law and International Investment Arbitration was good at organising 
guest speakers and trips to the International Court of Justice at The Hague. 
 
Amsterdam definitely has a special place in my heart after living there for six months; you could not 
go wrong in choosing to go on exchange to the University of Amsterdam! 
 


