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Accommodation  
I stayed at Plantage Muidergratch which is a student complex full of exchange 
students. Rent was about 290 Euros a month. I shared a room with a girl from Texas. 
The room was relatively large and designed as an upstairs loft and downstairs room. 
It was still pretty private and often you wouldn’t realise that you were sharing a 
room with someone. Not that I minded, I got along really well with my roommate 
and it’s always nice to have someone to talk to!  I also shared a kitchen and 
bathroom with 3 other people.  
The RAs at the complex were very friendly and help with anything that goes wrong 
with the room.  They organised several dinners, parties and field trips, which was a 
great way of getting to know everyone in the building.   
The place had an open and friendly vibe with pre-drinks and parties happening all 
the time.  
 
Money  
I used cash everywhere and it seemed to work out well for me. The only place that 
required a Dutch “chip” card was the university canteen, but there are plenty of 
cafes around so it wasn’t a problem.  
I would advise getting a cash passport card on which you can load money onto. 
There are no ATM fees etc. 
I would advise against getting a Dutch bank account. I have had many friends here 
who decided to get one to end up never using it.  The process to get a bank account 
here is long and takes several trips with different forms and identification. It’s just 
not worth it.  It can take upto a month to get you Dutch card to finally work! 
I had a budget of about 50 Euros a week to spend on food and going out.  
 
University  
Each class usually lasts about 7 weeks and the semester is divided into 3 blocks. It is 
short and manageable.  
 
The teaching style at UVA is must more interactive and class participation is often 
graded on.  You also have to do presentations. Classes are usually small allowing for 
discussions.  Being critical is encouraged here.  
 
I took 4 Law papers.   

- EU Law: Compulsory.  Very dry but you can definitely pass it. But still, 
probably the worst paper I have ever taken. Awful lecturer, very hard to 
understand. I have nothing positive to say about this course. It was simply 
horrible. If you can avoid this paper do so at any cost!  

- International Criminal law: has to be one of my favourite papers. It was 
very engaging and we had some great class discussions on topics such as 
extradition.  The lecturer was excellent and very knowledgeable.  



- International pubic law: if you are looking for a fun, easy course then this 
is it.  We went on a lot of field trips to The Hague where you visit the 
International court of Justice and court of arbitrations etc. The lecturer is 
very passionate. This is a very inspiring course to take for budding 
international lawyers.  

- International labour law: relatively interesting and not too hard. Discusses 
the International Labour Organisation.  
 
 

Helpful advice for living in Amsterdam  
- Go to the ISN events.  ISN ( Amsterdam University exchange association) 

hold a bunch of events and trips which are cheap and a  great way to 
meet people.  

- Sign up for a Dutch buddy: It’s a great way to meet Dutch people and 
integrate with the Dutch culture here. They can show you all the non 
touristy places to go.  My Dutch buddy invited me to dinners at her house 
which was an excellent insight into Dutch. 

- Be wise when you buy a bike: a good decent bike should not cost you 
more than 60- 70 Euro ( including locks and lights). I got my bike from 
Waterlooplien market. Don’t be afraid to haggle.  

- Visa: don’t stress about getting your visa. The university will mail you 
information and it’s an easy process to get one.  

 
Places I recommend  

- Trust: is a restaurant in central Amsterdam which has a priceless menu. 
You pay as much as you like. It has excellent, healthy food and run by 
volunteers.  

- I- Hallen market- the biggest flea market in Europe. Happens once a 
month in Amsterdam.  You can find quality clothing and goods usually 
under 5 Euros.   
 
 


