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My semester exchange in Amsterdam is hands down the highlight of my life so far. One of the most 

wonderful thing about this city (and there are just so many!) is that it really is ‘come as you are’, 

’anything goes’ kind of place. There is nothing you can do or say or think or feel or wear that will 

shock someone and there is no such thing as mainstream (because there aren’t enough people doing 

the same thing). It’s vibrant. It’s dynamic. It’s diverse. It’s different. It is surely one of the most 

colourful and comfortable cities on the planet and I implore you to choose it for your Otago 

Exchange.   

 

University/Accommodation: 

Until now, all Otago students that go to Amsterdam attend the UVA. I was the guinea pig girl who 

went to AUC, a small university college that was established as a joint venture between the 2 biggest 

universities in Amsterdam (UVA and VU). There are roughly 800 people at the university in total and 

all students live on campus.  

 

Good things about AUC: 

 Accommodation: 

o It’s only about 6 years old so the facilities are really nice (in comparison to other 

dorms). 

o It’s about a 25ish minute cycle from the city centre which isn’t that far and it was 

nice to be able to escape the hustle and bustle of the city centre. 

o You may be lucky enough to sublet a room from an outgoing exchange student 

meaning you arrive to a well-furnished and fully set up bedroom as opposed to a 

sterile one given to you by DUWO (the student housing corporation).  

o Most rooms are self-contained (each has a little kitchenette and bathroom) but each 

corridor also has a common room. 

o Unlike the UVA dorms, you will be sharing accommodation with exchange students 

and Dutch people (instead of just exchange students).  

 Because it’s a small university and because everyone lives on campus there is an incredible 

community feel about it.  

 It’s in a neighbourhood called Oost (East) which is the ‘up and coming’ neighbourhood with 

trendy new cafes and bars popping up almost hourly.  

 The UVA has a policy that you are only allowed to be enrolled in one faculty. This means that 

you can only do law OR arts/commerce/science/etc.  AUC side steps this rule because the 

college as a whole is regarded as one faculty. So if you are enrolled at AUC and taking law 

papers as well as arts/business papers, you will still only be enrolled in one ‘faculty’.  

 There is an incredible gym on campus complete with a rock climbing wall.  

 

Less good things about AUC: 

 Academically, AUC is a bit more challenging than UVA but still manageable (and you only 

have to pass…). Annoyingly, you are also only allowed to miss 5 lectures per paper per 

semester (this isn’t actually too bad because you only have class twice a week). 



 It’s about a 25min cycle from town (note I also considered this to be a good thing) 

 

Transport: (And by transport I of course mean bicycle)  

This is not something to stress about at all. Sign up for the ISN introduction week (International 

Student Network) and they’ll point out exactly which markets to go to and exactly which Facebook 

pages to join to ensure you are riding around like a local in no time. Be prepared to spend around 75 

euros because your inability to speak Dutch will automatically knock on about 20 euros. You’ll be 

able to on sell it easily after your exchange anyway.  

 

Museums: 

Invest in a museum card! They cost about 50 euros and give you unlimited entry into all the 

museums for a whole year. If you are only going to be there for 6 months then just sell it on the ISN 

trading page at the end of your exchange.  

 

Money: 

Getting a Dutch bank account is such a hassle and requires so much paperwork. If you are only there 

for one semester then it’s probably no worth it. Unfortunately however, a lot of places (including 

supermarkets but excluding chain clothing stores) don’t accept Mastercard or Visa so without a 

Dutch bank account you are forced to pay in cash a lot of the time. I didn’t actually mind this too 

much and since I was using a Cash Passport, withdrawals from ATMs were free. In terms of the cost 

of day to day living, Amsterdam it’s broadly similar to New Zealand (apart from door charges in 

town).   

 

Hotspots: 

New hotspots pop up so frequently that there isn’t much point trying to list them. But keep an eye 

out on www.yourlittleblackbook.me and www.amsterdamcurated.nl for frequent updates and tips 

on where to drink, dine, dance or otherwise (a few events that probably will still be running for a few 

years and that I highly recommend are Neon Splash and Wintercircus).  

 

Feel free to contact me if you have any other questions! I will never tire of talking about Amsterdam! 

http://www.yourlittleblackbook.me/
http://www.amsterdamcurated.nl/

