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Edinburgh Generally 
 
Edinburgh is one of those places that can completely change how you feel just by 
walking out the door. You arrive and instantly feel like you are in a different 
period of time and your newfound anonymity is uplifting and exciting. Even in 
the midst of the at-times harsh winter, Edinburgh still holds its charm. 
 
I was so pleasantly surprised by how brilliantly friendly and warm the locals 
were generally. Often times I would ask someone for directions and they would 
end up having a large chat and a laugh before pointing me the right way. There is 
a sense of humour quite unique and characteristic of Scotland which I, certainly 
by the end of my stay, enjoyed very much. 
 
One advantage of Edinburgh, is that like Dunedin, the area where students will 
most likely want to be and go is very compact. This means you can virtually walk 
everywhere you need. Having said that, one of the best decisions one can make in 
any city, but particularly Edinburgh is to buy a cheap bike and a lock. There is 
nothing quite like riding through the city or through the parks to University with 
music in your ears as the hogwartz-esque buildings glide past you. It gives you 
access to those areas that are just slightly out of walking distance and means you 
can zip around the city to get food or meet friends. Additionally, there is a fairly 
solid bus system in Edinburgh with taxi’s as an option too.  

 
Left: Path I walked to Uni every day.      Right: Standing outside my flat 

 



 
The light and the sky is gorgeous. There is something about being at that latitude 
that that makes the sunsets and sunrises even more beautiful than home. When 
you couple that with the silhouetted castle roofs, it really is quite surreal. Yes, in 
the winters the days are short and cold but I think how you feel in those 
conditions is very much a choice. For me, it felt more cosy than grim. 
 
Academics/University 
 
The University is well renowned around the world. The music papers I took were 
fairly small and involved. Having a relationship and dialogue with the lecturers 
was great and was quite different to many of the bigger lectures at Otago. The 
music school had some good resources like recording studios and computer labs 
too. There was a fairly good music scene in the city too and ample opportunity to 
play gigs and open mic nights or to join performance clubs and societies.  
 
Join something! Edinburgh’s university culture is very unique in how prominent 
its ‘clubs and society’ scene is. Nearly everyone seems to be a member of some 
sort of club and it is fantastic. I joined the African Drumming society, the Scottish 
dancing Society and the Murder Mystery society amongst others. As well as being 
great fun, it also means you make local friends which adds to the authenticity of 
your time there. 
 
Accommodation 
 
I arrived in Edinburgh with no accommodation arranged for me because the 
university was unable to give me a cheap room close to university. Whilst this 
made arriving in Edinburgh slightly less relaxing, it ended up being a wonderful 
decision for me. I made some wonderful friends and got great satisfaction out of 
the independence I had in the flat I arranged privately. (350 pounds a month 
right on the edge of campus.) If you are going to do this you do have to be 
prepared to do some solid house hunting for a day or two at least though as 
there are many people looking for flats at the same time and it requires some 
tact.  
 
Alternatively, the University Accommodation looked fine too. It is not dissimilar 
to the Halls of Residence setup in Dunedin. If that kind of setup is for you then by 
all means go for the Halls especially as if you are over there for one semester, it 
can be hard finding a lease that is only 6 months.   
 
Activities 
 
In the city itself, you can walk day after day after day and constantly be 
impressed by something. The Art galleries are free and spectacular. The museum 
is similarly worth looking at. There are glorious hills to walk up like Arthur’s Seat 
where you can look down at the whole city and see the sea.  
 
It is fantastic being in Edinburgh because UK and the rest of Europe is at your 
fingertips. Edinburgh is one of the cities that Ryanair fly to so you can often get 



very cheap flights to London, Dublin and the rest of Europe. I made several 
excursions to music gigs and sports games around the whole country.  
 
Additionally, perhaps the most stunning convenience in Edinburgh is the 
Scottish highlands well within striking distance. My tramping trip in the 
Highlands was perhaps the highlight of my trip. I can still vividly remember 
sitting near a campfire next to an ancient old hut as the Northern Lights erupted 
into the midnight sky as my newly made companions and I gasped. Bliss.  
 
Food 
 
Cuisine may not be the strongest weapon in Scotland’s cultural Arsenal. Having 
said that, I found that if you were into cooking, you can eat relatively well for 
relatively cheaply. Eating out is quite expensive purely because of the exchange 
rate but if you shopped at many of the cheap supermarkets, you could often end 
up paying less than you would in New Zealand. I found cooking was a wonderful 
way to bond with flatmates too and a chance to share and learn cuisines from 
around the globe. 
 
Overall 
 
Virtually everyone you talk to that has done an exchange tells you it was ‘the best 
thing I have done’ or at least ‘it was incredible’. You often roll your eyes at such 
statements, but having done it now I can empathise with how much of a brilliant 
opportunity it is. It is very rare that you will have a perfectly timed 6 month or 1 
year period of time to be overseas like that. You should enhance your ‘I want to 
explore’ attitude and take the leap. 
 
 
 


