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When deciding whether or not to go on exchange, I never anticipated how much 

of an impact it would have on my life. Like all the reviews you’ve probably read, 

don’t think twice – go on an exchange. As I reflect on the past six months, 

hopefully I can provide you with some useful information.  

 

Accommodation 

 

I stayed at Blackrock College. This is a hall similar to Cumberland College. This is 

the only University Accommodation off campus i.e. 40min walk or 15-20min bike, 

or you can take a bus (10min walk to bus stop). The day after I arrived, I brought 

a bike from Bikes&Bicycles (for €120, which you can sell back to the shop for half 

the price). A bike was great for getting around, highly recommend!  

 

Personally, I wouldn’t recommend Blackrock, for the sake of convenience, staying 

on campus is preferable. I thoroughly enjoyed Belgrove. However, if you don’t 

stay at Blackrock, go out there for a look around – it’s a lovely area!  

 

At the start of the semester (whichever hall you attend), you need to buy all 

kitchen equipment, bedding, etc. There are free buses for Internationals to IKEA 

where you can purchase these items cheaply.  

 

 Academics 

 

For commerce students majoring in Accounting, I found it very difficult to find a 

host university with the required papers/courses. I required 2x300 level in ACCT, 

FINC or ACFI and the equivalent of ACCT302. UCD has a nice selection of courses 

suitable for an Accounting major.  

 

Courses I took: 

 ACC30010  Tax in society – recommend, very interesting 

 ACC30030  Cost management – recommend, relatively easy 

 BMGT30100 Leadership and change management – a lot of group work 

 BMGT30330 Governing the international business environment – dry 

 FIN30170 Advanced corporate finance – interesting but difficult 

 

I didn’t find the work overly hard, but did find it heavily internal based. The 

courses were all quite interesting and useful. And the lecturers all have lovely 

Irish accents!! I chose my papers by ensuring the classes were between Tuesday 

– Thursday… A four day weekend is perfect for travelling!  

 

Group Projects: there is an emphasis on group projects at the business school. 

They can be great or they can be terrible! Two projects involved a lot of work due 

to being in a group with English not being their first language. However, if you 

want to pass, there is not a lot you can do about this. Testament to Otago, I 

found my writing skills was a lot higher than other students, so this made the 

projects easier.  

 

 Weather 

 

I was in Ireland from September to December, and found the weather pretty 

good! I only go caught in the rain a few times – it doesn’t rain as much as you 

think! And it didn’t get too cold. Obviously a jacket is still necessary however. The 

accommodation is very cosy! 



 

 Transportation 

 

Get a leap card when you arrive (€15) – there will be a stall set up at UCD when 

you arrive. This will give you discounted bus fares. It usually cost approximately 

€5 return on the bus.  Buses aren’t always reliable. There is also the train and the 

lewis.  

 

 Visa 

You need a GNIB card. Appointment options will be emailed to you a month or so 

after your arrival. You have three months after your arrival to get it. They cost 

€300 but they can be avoided. When you go away and come back into Dublin via 

customs, be a little bit cheeky and ask for an extension. Some of them are really 

nice and will, others not so much.  

 

 UCD 

 

UCD have a range of events planned for International students and UCD 

students. These are great opportunities to get involved and meet others. The best 

thing about Ireland is the people, so get to know the locals! I would recommend 

the Commerce Ball, Internationals ball, student “health” days (baking, yoga, tea, 

shishas, petting zoo…). They also have a lot of clubs and societies you can join – 

surfing, netball, debates, etc. Sign up to how many you have time for as it’s a 

great opportunity to meet people.  

 

The UCD has its own gym (free), classes (free – includes Les Mills body pump) 

and pool (€4). I would highly recommend using these from the start – get in a 

good routine early as the lifestyle you will live probably wont be great for the 

body.  

 

There is also a pub on campus that is great craic.  

 

Things to do  

 

Ruby sessions every Tuesday  - music from 4 up and coming artists, chilled out 

night. And sometimes they get big acts – but you don’t know the acts till the 

night. €6 entry goes to charity.  

 

Be safe! 

There are some dodgy areas of Dublin, and a high number of homeless people 

with drug addictions. When coming home from town, always get a taxi, don’t 

walk.  

 

 Money matters 

 

Go away with as much money as possible, as you’ll need it. Ireland is relatively 

expensive.  You will receive a $1000 grant from Otago plus studylink while 

overseas. Apply for any scholarships – I was lucky to get one.  

 

I spent a lot of money while away... but I did do a lot of travelling. There are 

ways you can save i.e. shop at liddel or Tesco; make your lunch instead of buying 

it everyday. Budget and you’ll be fine. Definitely don’t let the expenses put you 

off.  

 

 

 Places to visit 

 



Keep an eye out for Ryanair deals – the cheapest airline out! I got a flight as 

cheap as €5! I have Ryanair to thank for getting to see so much of Europe. Sign 

up to their emails so you know when they’re having sales. Skyscanner is also a 

good app to download!  

 

Places I travelled outside Ireland:  

London, Cardiff (Wales), Amsterdam, Budapest (Hungary), Edinburgh, Paris, 

Barcelona, Ibiza, Madrid, Marrakesh (Morocco), Copenhagen (Denmark), Prague, 

Vienna (Austria), Brataslavia (Slovakia), Frankfurt, Berlin, Belfast.  

 

Within Ireland:  

Cork, Blarney, Howth, Bray, Galway, Wicklow Mountains –Glendalough … I was 

very slack with travelling within Ireland. There was so many places I wanted to 

go but didn’t get round to it. If you can, a would suggest renting a car to travel 

round ( nb. you need a visa for this). You can also get everywhere easily by bus 

and train.  

 

I would recommend staying at a B&B in Ireland – it was a real treat!  

 

Also Galway – stay at Kinlay House Hostel.  Best in Europe they say.  

 

Saint Christopher hostels are all around Europe and tend to be pretty great! A 

particular great Saint Christopher hostel was in Copenhagen called Downtown 

hostel.  

 

Marrakesh – Rainbow hostel 

Madrid – Cats hostel 

 

Hostel bookers and hostel world have accurate ratings and its easy to book 

online.  

 

Note. When choosing a hostel, ensure there is a bar as this means the hostel will 

be very social.  

 

Without a doubt in my mind, I will be sure to re-visit Ireland in the near future. 

An exchange is an opportunity to put yourself out there, meet new people and be 

whoever you want to be. Travel alone, travel with friends and make heaps of new 

memories. Don’t be shy! Every place I went I have fond memories that I’ll 

remember till I’m old 

and grey.  

 

 

 



Wicklow Mountains  - 

incredibly beautiful!! 

Theres a bus that goes 

out at 9 and comes back 

at 4 (I think) - €20 

return.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Howth  

 

Below: Bray 


