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I studied 300 level Biochemistry at University College of Dublin (UCD) for the second semester of 

2015, starting in January. Despite leaving summer, barbeques and beach days for the bitter cold of 

Dublin (which is very much similar to Dunedin’s winter), it was the best experience of my life and I 

can very highly recommend UCD. If you have the chance to study in Dublin, it is an absolute must do.  

Arriving in Dublin and getting to UCD was a very straight forward process. After flying for what felt 

like forever, there was a team from UCD waiting outside arrivals at the Dublin airport. They pretty 

much showed me to the Aircoach which is a very handy bus system that takes you from the airport 

to UCD. This proved to be a very useful service later in the semester (where weekend trips to Paris, 

London and Glasgow were happening things) as it runs past the UCD bus stop every 15 minutes 

(approx.). The Aircoach dropped me along with a few other international students just outside 

campus and we made our way towards the Merville office. Here we were able to check in and were 

given our UCards. These UCards serve as house and room keys, as well as library keys and potentially 

a payment method for places such as the on campus restaurant and the on campus laundry rooms 

(as you could top them up with money).  

There are a range of accommodation options at UCD.  I chose to stay on campus at the Belgrove 

Residences. This option was very handily located and has just recently been renovated so are pretty 

flash (especially considering I had come from a Dunedin flat). I didn’t get a chance to check out any 

of the other on campus residences but I can for sure recommend Belgrove. I lived in House 24 which 

was above the laundrette and so was bigger than all of the other houses with an additional 

housemate. Most of the houses in Belgrove house 4 people, but House 24 housed 5 and had a 

kitchen about 3 times the size of the other houses (perfect for a good old social gathering). So if you 

end up at Belgrove, try to sign up for House 24. I lived with two other international students from 

Michigan and New Hampshire and then two Irish students, one from Wicklow and one from Cork. I 

was stoked to end up living with Irish people as whilst mingling with other international students is 

cool, there’s not much point going to another country on exchange and not getting right into the 



culture – where one of the best ways to do this is to befriend and live with the Irish. This is a bit of a 

gamble, as you really don’t know who you will end up living with so I did get lucky as most exchange 

students ended up in houses with just international students.  

Life in Belgrove was a breeze. Utilities were included in the accommodation fee that was paid at the 

start of the year so being able to have long, hot showers and a heater in my room was quite a perk. 

The Irish don’t cook together like in a Dunedin flat so that got somewhat expensive, but was good as 

it meant that you had a little more choice over what you ate. Also there aren’t any ovens in Belgrove 

which was slightly annoying but you can easily work around that. Laundry was somewhat pricey also 

- the washing machine cost 3€ and the dryers cost 1.50€. Belgrove was also really close to Centra 

which is a somewhat expensive supermarket on campus, right next to the Merville offices. So this 

was great, but because it was so close that I ate way too much Ben and Jerry’s ice cream and chicken 

fillet rolls (chicken fillet rolls are now my life and are extremely addictive – you have been warned).  

I found my workload somewhat intense. They do tend to work their Science students hard at UCD. I 

had about 3 lab reports due a week so there were a few late nights but I still managed to find the 

balance to travel almost every weekend and go out one or two times during the week. We had to 

take 6 modules which was equivalent to Otago’s 4 papers and so doing 6 purely science modules 

would have been almost deadly if trying to travel at the same time. They offer a couple of modules 

that are aimed towards international students that are pretty chill so I recommend doing these if 

possible. One of these modules was called Ireland Uncovered (IRST30150) and this was pretty 

straight forward. 50% was internally assessed, for which you got the full 50% just for doing the work. 

And then the final exam was a multi-choice worth 50% so was a bit of a breeze. I definitely 

recommend that module. Also, the marking scale at UCD is different where 76% and above is an A+. 

Accordingly, they do mark work quite hard.  

UCD life was a hoot and a half. I turned up during ball season so made sure to hit one of those up. 

There were heaps of other events throughout the semester that were always a good time. I also 

made a solid group of friends in my course who took it upon themselves to show me what Irish 

student culture is all about. Town is good most nights during the week and Dicey’s on Mondays was 

bound to be a hoot with its 2€ drinks. Make sure that you download the In4Free App to get out of 

paying the hefty cover charges to get into a club. There is an on campus bar which was super handy 

if you just wanted to go chill with some mates after a day in college and a cheap cheeky pint or two.  

There is plenty to do in Dublin city itself, which has a great vibe about it. Getting into town was super 

easy from campus. Just take the 39a from the Centra terminal (on-campus) or the 46a or 145 from 

the Slip Road terminal (right outside the campus gates) and they’ll take you right into town. I got a 

Leap Card which was incredibly handy as you get reduced bus fares and don’t have to lug heaps of 

change around.  

Outside of Dublin is a whole other world in itself. If you get the chance then you absolutely must get 

out of Dublin to explore the rest of Ireland. Making a trip bucket list is a good idea. The International 

Student Society does heaps of weekend trips that you should try to go on. I did three day trips with 

ISS and they were a great way to get out and see Ireland whilst making friends. We went to 

Powerscourt Gardens in Wicklow (where P.S I Love You was filmed) and Glendalough, the Cliffs of 

Moher (a personal favourite place) and Giant’s Causeway. From there, I planned my own weekend 

trips with some mates and made sure to get away most weekends (unless the workload was too 



crazy). Be sure to get out of Ireland also and see the rest of Europe as it is right on your doorstep. 

The mid semester break is 2 weeks long so that gives you a good opportunity to see a lot. Ryanair is 

a very cheap airline that goes to a lot of the big cities and I was a frequent Ryanair passenger.  

All in all, Dublin isn’t the cheapest of cities. Including flights and accommodation, I would say I spent 

about $12,000NZD in that one semester. The $1000NZD grant from Otago University was therefore 

very much appreciated.  

Overall, I had the best semester of my life at UCD and made some life-long friends from all over the 

world that I miss sorely and will endeavour to meet again. If you study abroad at UCD I can 

guarantee that you will have the time of your life and will absolutely have no regrets.  

 

Cliffs of Moher – seen on a day trip with the International Students Society.   


