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 Not sure I can recommend doing an exchange enough!! Having just got back 
from Scotland after months overseas it was without a doubt the best decision I 
made!! 
 
2015 Semester two was my last year in studying for my degrees and after 4 
and ½ long years I was keen for a change in sights. I had always wanted to go 
to Scotland and the UK and after hearing friend’s experiences in Glasgow at 
the University of Strathclyde I decided that was the place for me. 
 
Not only did I get the amazing experience of studying overseas, in a different 
culture and country, but made life long friends and got a chance to travel 
throughout the UK and Europe. 
 
 
Accommodation 
I chose to stay in the student halls of residence in Birkbeck Court. Halls are 
not quite the same as they are in Dunedin it really is more of a flat in an 
apartment block type feel. You are in a flat of 6 with 4 flats on top of each 
other in a block. 
 
When you apply for the hall accommodation you have to state a bit about 
yourself, interests etc., and they then allocate you to a flat! We had a great flat. 
I lived with 5 other girls on exchange, 2 Americans, 1 Canadian, 1 Australian 
and 1 girl from Slovenia. We all got along famously! And are defo life long 
friends. They were also ready made travel buddies, all with the same interest 
in making the most of the experiencing! 
 
The benefit in going to a hall is that you meet a lot of people, as Birkbeck 
Court is known as the go to for exchange students, plus you don’t have to 
worry about setting up a flat. 
 
The hall as most of them are, was self catered which was fine but you were 
expected to kit out the kitchen with cutlery, cooking pan/pots, utensils, etc., 
but a flat trip to pound land soon sorts that out! You will also need your own 
sheets and duvet cover! 
 
Money Matters 
 
The more money you have the better!! So the UK is pricey, the NZD sucks but 
you eventually stop converting things. It really is dependent on how much you 
plan on travelling before, during, and after.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Additional Travel  
 
I travelled with my flat mates most weekends, as we didn’t have lectures on 
Mondays or Fridays. Would highly recommend – Dublin, London, Berlin and 
Croatia. 
 
Prior to Glasgow I did a week in London with friends and a week in Croatia on 
sail Croatia. Cannot recommend sail Croatia enough which was amazing, just 
prepare your liver!  
 
We also did most of Scotland – we did Edinburgh numerous times, as it’s an 
easy 45 min train from Glasgow, we were there for New Years for Hogmanay 
where they throw a huge street party! We also saw Loch Ness, Loch Lomond, 
Stirling, Etc. 
 
 
Course 
 
So the pass percentage at Strathclyde is 40% and while on exchange you only 
have to pass your papers…. so if you are looking for an easy pass this is the 
university for you. 
 
I took 2 law and 2 accounting 300 level papers on exchange, it is key before 
you go to plan your degree and make sure you have back up papers that you 
can take if the papers you originally select are no longer available! 
 
The University can be a bit slack; they took 5 weeks to approve my course. My 
flatties also had issues with approving papers but we got there in the end and 
my lecturers were pretty good, does make you appreciate Otago a bit more 
though! If you are really worried about going to an amazing Uni maybe give 
University of Glasgow a go, but Strathclyde has an amazing atmosphere, 
which makes up for it! 
 
 
Transportation 
 
Flights cost me just over $2200 return; pretty sure you could get cheaper! I 
flew Air NZ, Auckland – LA – London, would highly recommend this flight 
over some of the other legs.  
 
While in UK and Europe I flew with Ryan Air, super cheap flights to almost 
anywhere you want to go! 
 
Weather 
 
FYI Glasgow is cold. However it really isn’t any worse than a Dunedin flatting. 
It only began to snow when we finished around Jan. It also gets dark around 
4pm in the UK which is a fun experience so make sure you get your sunshine 
fix before you get to Glasgow!! 
 



Things to do in Glasgow 
 
Glasgow is a student city and the largest city in Scotland so has some of the 
best nightlife spots. Bars, Clubs, live music, etc. they pretty much caters for 
all! Glasgow also has some amazing restaurants and the cafes in the West end 
are a must! 
While I was in Glasgow I also joined a social netball team through the 
organization Mammoth sports. This was a great way to meet more locals and 
other students and young professionals. Our flat also joined the University 
gym, which I would recommend! 
 
 
***All up I wouldn’t hesitate to recommend an exchange to anyone, 
it is the opportunity of a lifetime and the memories and friends you 
make stay with you forever. I loved my time in Glasgow, and 
overseas in general!! *** 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 



 


