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Going on an exchange has got to be one of the best decisions I made, 
having had the most incredible experience travelling to over 10 different 
counties, meeting amazing people who I know will be lifelong friends 
along the way.  I chose to study in Scotland due to my love of kilts and 
bagpipes! Aside from the weather, Scotland has got to be one of my 
favourite places visited while on my exchange and the city of Glasgow is 
no exception. People are so friendly and welcoming while the 
Glaswegian accent can be a little difficult to understand at first you soon 
get used to it!  Strathclyde has an excellent Business School, is 
internationally renowned and is the only university in Scotland to have a 
triple accredited business school.  
 
Accommodation 
I stayed on campus in one of the halls of residence called Birkbeck Court, 
its central location to the university means it is close to your lectures 
and tutorials as well as being opposite the library. The cost was 
£1960.57 for the semester, which included power, internet and heating.  
You do need to buy all your own cooking utensils such as plates, cutlery 
and pots, however a trip to Poundland will have you with everything you 
need! I would also recommend bringing over some sheets and towels as 
these are not included, you do receive a pillow and duvet though. My 
flatmates were from France, Brunei, China, Nigeria and Macedonia, we 
all got along very well. Birkbeck’s location makes it ideal as an exchange 
student as it’s close to all your classes, the gym, supermarkets, shops 
and town as well as making it easy to meet other international students.  
 
Visa 
If you are going to the UK for less than six months then you don’t need a 
visa, your passport will instead be stamped with a student visa upon 
arrival. Just make sure you have your proof of acceptance letter, proof of 
accommodation and proof of funds to support yourself for six months. I 
had no problems travelling in out and of the UK, just ensure you always 
have your proof of acceptance letter and you should have no problems.     
 
 
Academics 



I took four classes while on my exchange, two 300 level Accounting 
papers towards my degree, one auditing and the other advanced 
financial reporting. As well as a 200 level work psychology human 
resource paper and a 200 level new venture planning paper that was 
entirely internally accessed through group work.  My classes involved 1 
lecture a week then a compulsory tutorial every fortnight.  
 
Nightlife and things to do 
Glasgow is very much a student city so the nightlife is excellent and 
there is always something going on!  There are so many clubs offering 
something to suit everyone’s tastes. From places like Sugercube and 
Kushion to Bamboo, Shimmy, Garage, Flat 0/1, Sub Club, ABC O2 which 
hosts international artists but is also open as a club and King Tuts Wah 
Wah House. There are also a number of great pubs and restaurants, the 
Merchant City area which is only about a 5 minute walk from the 
university is a place you should definitely check out, a particular 
favourite of mine was Bar Home. The West End also deserves special 
mention, as it was my favourite part of the city, with its vintage stores, 
cafes (with real coffee!!) and Ashton Lane’s awesome restaurants and 
bars. Glasgow has many museums such as Kelvingrove Museum, Peoples 
Palace, Museum of Modern Art, Burrell Collection and the Riverside 
Museum, which are all free to enter and definitely worth a look. Your 
time in Glasgow would also not be complete without attending a 
football game, be sure to put on a Celtics jersey and head down to Celtic 
Park, the atmosphere is amazing! Go Celtics!    
 
 Travelling around Scotland and Europe 
 
I managed to see a fair amount of Scotland traveling most weekends, 
including Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Isle of Skye, Loch Lomond, Inverness, 
Lochness, Fort William, Glencoe, Trossachs and Dundee. Scotland’s 
landscape and scenery is absolutely stunning and I would encourage you 
to see and experience as much of it as you possibly can. There are some 
great tours run by Student Tours Scotland and iSUK Tours who run 
various trips and are a great way to meet new people.     
 
For all the Harry Potter fans, there are plenty of places to visit that 
appeared in the movies such as the Glenfinnan Viaduct and Alnwick 
Castle where you can even have flying lessons! The Warner Brothers 
Studio Tour London is also a must do with the iconic sets, costumes and 



props all on display. The Elephant Café is also worth a visit in Edinburgh 
and the food is delicious too!  
 
Strathclyde has a two-week mid semester break, which allows you to fit 
some traveling in, while I would also recommend allowing some time at 
either the start or end of your exchange to travel. Keep an eye out for 
cheap flights from Ryan Air and Easy Jet while there are also cheap bus 
fares offered by MegaBus and National Express. The places I enjoyed 
most were London, Dublin, Prague, Berlin, Venice, Florence and Rome.  
 
Finally if you are considering going on an exchange: 

1. Save, Save, and Save some more!  
2. Just do it, I promise you won’t regret it!  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


