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Accommodation 

I was lucky enough to be able to stay with a relation who lived in Edinburgh but obviously 

this won’t be applicable to many students setting out on exchange. Most people I met at 

Edinburgh were staying in Halls of Residence. It is useful to know which campus you will be 

at most of your time at Edinburgh so you can choose a hall that is nearby. I was at George 

Square where most of the humanities lectures are taught but there is a separate medical 

campus and many of the science and engineering lectures are taught at King’s Buildings. 

There is also the possibility of flatting or finding an individual room to stay in but this did not 

seem to be as common for exchange students.  

 

Academics/Course Load 

The normal course load at Edinburgh (I didn’t meet anyone who differed from this) is to take 

60 credits in a semester (so 3x 20 credit papers). The courses I took were two History papers 

and an introduction to Gaelic language. I found the course load to be slightly lighter than I am 

used to as I usually take more papers at Otago. However, the marking schedule at Edinburgh 

is different and if you are taking humanities subjects then be prepared to get lower 

percentages. An A starts at 70/100 and it is considered very good to grade in the sixties.  

 

Money Matters 

Most things in Edinburgh are more expensive than in New Zealand, particularly food and 

eating out so you need to be aware of that. Halls are also expensive to stay in so looking for a 

flat maybe a good idea if you are on a lower budget. Supermarkets range in price. If you’re 

looking for cheap basics then Lidl and Aldi are a good place to start.  

 

Weather 

Be prepared for cold! I arrived into winter coming from NZ summer so it took me a little 

while to get settled in. But it’s not as bad as everyone will tell you and there will be some 

beautiful sunny days here and there. Make the most of them as Edinburgh is gorgeous in the 

sunshine. However, the weather is very changeable and a thick, warm, waterproof coat is 

essential though as are a good pair of warm, 

waterproof and grippy boots or shoes. Edinburgh 

essentially has Dunedin’s weather but just a bit 

colder again. Spring is gorgeous with all the 

daffodils and blossom that comes out across the 

city and summer can be nice too. Just don’t go 

expecting it to be tropical as it won’t be! 

 

 



Transportation 

Most places aren’t too far to walk as Edinburgh’s city centre is actually quite compact. It is 

about a 20min walk from George Square University Campus to Princes Street, the main 

shopping street. The public transport system is also good as buses are very regular. If you are 

going to bus often then it is worth looking into a bus pass as this can work out cheaper. It is 

also worth knowing that you have to have exact change for the bus as the drivers only take 

cash and don’t give change. Buses to other cities are also fairly cheap. Trains are great but 

you have to look out for cheap fares as they can be expensive. Flying can be a good option 

with cheap airlines such as Ryanair offering really good deals around the UK and Europe. 

 

Eating 

There are lots of great places to eat at different prices across the city. There are also heaps of 

bars and clubs to go to especially around the old town, George Square area. I am gluten free 

and found there to be a wide selection of products available. There are a number of places to 

eat out with good vegetarian/vegan and gluten free options. Some top favourites include; 

Ting Thai Caravan, Revolution Bar, The Auld Hoose Pub for gigantic nachos, The Mosque 

Kitchen for cheap meals, Mary’s Milk Bar for delicious ice cream plus many little stalls and 

cafes on and around George Square campus. 

 

Things to Do 

The International Student Centre at Edinburgh does trips away to different places each 

weekend and this is a really good thing to get involved with if you want to see more of 

Scotland. Other places that should definitely be 

visited while in Edinburgh are; Edinburgh Castle, 

Arthur’s Seat and the Craigs (a hilly park area to 

walk around and get a great view of the city), 

North Berwick (make sure you go on a sunny day, 

this is a town on the coast and absolutely 

beautiful!) and Portobello and Cramond (both 

suburbs of Edinburgh by the sea). 

 

Places to Visit 

At least one trip up to the Highlands is a must 

while you’re in Scotland. Some good places to aim 

for are Inverness, the Isle of Skye and Glencoe. 

Also make sure you head across to Glasgow (only 

an hour’s bus ride from Edinburgh) at some point 

to explore another of Scotland’s main cities. At the 

end of semester I walked the West Highland Way 

with some friends, a 150km (around 7 day) hike 

from Glasgow to Fort William. It was beautiful 

and I would definitely recommend this if you’re 

into tramping. Scotland is also a great base to explore other European countries from and 

there are lots of cheap flights so make the most of the time you have! 


