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Accommodation 
I stayed in Meer en Vaart which is a complex run by De Key and houses Dutch 
students and exchange students. It is relatively far out from the city centre as it took 
30-40min by bike. Rent was 457 euros a month. I lived on a floor with 12 others and 
we all shared a common room/kitchen area but we all had our own bathrooms. It 
was great being on a floor because there was always someone around in the kitchen 
to talk to and hang out with and our floor got along really well so there was always 
something happening. However, because it was so far away from the centre of 
Amsterdam this was quite a hassle but is manageable.   
 
There are two companies which sort students into housing, De Key and DUWO. 
When you first apply for accommodation, you get a choice of four different price 
ranges from shared rooms and shared facilities to fully private rooms, however this 
will not always determine what you will be offered.  
 

Money 
I decided against opening 
up a Dutch bank account 
and this worked out quite 
well for me. I instead used 
a Cash Passport, which I 
got from my bank at 
home. Although credit 
cards aren’t accepted 
everywhere (especially at 
supermarkets), there are 
always ATMs at Albert 
Heijn (a supermarket 
chain) and dotted around 
the place making it easy 
enough to get cash out. 

The Cash Passport also has no ATM fees which makes it a lot easier and more 
convenient to use anywhere in Amsterdam as well as around Europe. I would 
recommend using a Cash Passport over here rather than using a Dutch Bank 
Account as I had no problems.  
 
There are only very few places that require a Dutch ‘pin’ card – such as loading 
money onto your student ID card, however you are able to load money onto your ID 
card online if you need it. Loading money onto your transport card can also be easily 
done at any train/metro station with cash or a credit card.  
 
 



 
University  
The semester at the University of 
Amsterdam is divided into three 
blocks (the last one being used for 
resits), with each paper lasting 7 
weeks. All the classes that I took had 
one two hour lecture a week. The 
law classes are relatively small with 
a lot of class participation. All the 
papers that I took were exam only 
papers. 
 
‘An introduction to International 
Law’ and ‘An Introduction to 
European Union Law’ are both 
compulsory papers at the University 
of Amsterdam if you have not 
previously taken similar papers at 

Otago. Because I had not taken these papers at Otago I took these two compulsory 
papers as well as ‘Restructuring Companies’ and ‘Victims of war’.  
 
Introduction to International law was a self-taught class the semester I was there 
due to only 5 students taking the paper. This paper also had an oral exam which was 
a first for me as well. Although it was easy to forget about doing work for the paper I 
found it relatively straightforward and manageable. We also met with the lecturer 
twice for a 2-3 hour run down of the course.  
 
An Introduction to European Union law wasn’t the most interesting course to take 
however if you tried to stay on top of everything and do some of the readings for the 
class you will definitely be able to pass.  
 
Victims of War was an interesting course to take with a manageable course load 
however the way it was taught made it hard to follow requiring a bit of effort to be 
put in before the exam to piece it together. The exam was 5 short answer questions 
with three hours to complete the exam.  
 
Restructuring Companies was a more advanced class requiring a bit of background 
knowledge. It was my hardest paper as I had only completed second year law before 
going on exchange and the paper required a decent amount of work. I definitely 
found this paper the most challenging, and never fully understood the course 
however with a bit of effort put in before class and before the exam it is possible to 
pass it with no background knowledge. The exam was half multiple-choice questions 
and half short answer questions.  
 
 



Tips 
Definitely invest in a 
bike to get you around 
the city as using trams 
can get quite costly. I 
rented my bike through 
a deal De Key had with a 
bike shop. It was 25 
euros a month (I rented 
mine for 4 months) and 
included both a chain 
lock and a back wheel 
lock (important to 
have). It also meant if 
the bike was stolen it 
would be replaced by 
the bike company as well as free repairs. You can also buy a used bike which is what 
most students do from various different markets as well as through the University. 
Investing in good locks is important (both chain lock as well as back wheel lock) as I 
knew a few people who had had bikes stolen while in Amsterdam.  
 
Purchase an OV ChipKaart – this is used on trams, buses and trains and is cheaper 
than buying a ticket each time. You can purchase them from the service desk in 
supermarkets or from the railway stations and you just top them up as you go, 
however in order to catch a train there must be 20 euro or more on your card each 
time you catch a train.  
 
Sign up to the ISN introductory activities that are organised in the first few days of 
University. This is a great way to meet people and you are put in groups of 
internationals students so is an ideal way to meet people at the very start of your 
exchange. There is also a Dutch buddy program where you can sign up for a Dutch 
buddy and they hold events for this programme as well to meet other Dutch and 
international students.  
 
 


