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I spent my second semester of 2015 at Universität Tübingen. It was a fantastic 

experience that I can thoroughly recommend! Even if you are not specifically looking 

at Germany, I encourage an exchange anywhere enthusiastically!  

 

I chose to study in Tübingen because I already had done an exchange within 

Germany several years ago which gave me a glimpse at life in there, and I was keen 

to explore that more! Another major point for me was that it was very centrally 

located in Europe, and a small enough town that I could really get to know it in my 

time away.  

 

About Tübingen:  

Tübingen is a reasonably 

small town in the South-

West of Germany. I 

believe population wise it 

is around 90,000 but the 

University is about 25,000, 

so much like Dunedin the 

University dominates the 

town. It is a very pretty 

and cute town, and you 

can take yourself around 

the whole place in less 

than a day.  

 

This obviously has some positives and negatives; much like in Dunedin you can’t go 

anywhere without running into people you know, which can make you feel at home 

very quickly and helps to make friends. On the other side, if you want a big city 

experience Tübingen is not the place for you. I found it to be a really great mix as it 

was very well placed to travel on weekends. During my time here I managed to visit 

Strasbourg, Paris, Milan, Berlin, Amsterdam, Warsaw, Krakow, Heidelberg, Cologne 

and other parts of Germany so felt I still got some of that big city experience while 

having a comfortable base.  I also travelled for a month before I started in Tübingen 

to maximise my European experience!  

 

 

 



Applying from New Zealand and arrival: 

My main advice is to start the application process early. I received my acceptance 

letter in April, however I didn’t hear back from the accommodation people (the 

“Studentenwerk”) until much, much later. What I did not realise at the time is that 

you can make your accommodation application before you get your acceptance 

letter and then you can send the letter in later. Because I made my accommodation 

application towards the end of the application period I was at the bottom of the 

priority list- don’t worry if this happens to you! I still got a room but I only found out 

three days before I left New Zealand. So I would recommend avoiding this 

unnecessary stress if possible. 

 

Accommodation:  

Like most of these reviews you will read, I lived in WHO (Waldhauser Ost). It is a 

series of buildings of varying sizes located up the hill from the University. I think 

around 2,500 people live here. The buildings vary in quality and design, I had 

requested to be placed in a smaller flat so l shared a kitchen with six and a bathroom 

with three. I paid around 250 Euros per month for my room, which included heating, 

power, Internet etc. The housing quality is better than what we have in Dunedin, and 

the housing is very, very warm.  

 

I ended up getting on really 

well with my flatmates, 

however I have to stress 

that I only lived with 

Germans and only spoke 

German in my flat. This was 

not the case for all 

exchange students but it 

was a bit of a shock for me 

at the beginning. Some 

buildings in WHO consisted 

of rooms with their own bathroom, but shared a kitchen with 16-20 people. I would 

try and avoid that option as the kitchens were usually an absolute mess, however 

they usually had more exchange students in the mix so it depends what you are 

looking for. I would recommend WHO because it is cheap, there’s two supermarkets, 

a bank, a hairdresser, food shops and even a hilarious bar called Kuckuck where you 

will undoubtedly spend a lot of your time.  

 

However, there are other good options I would have liked to have known about 

when I made my application; Froschgasse and Haaggasse are really well located in 

the middle of town in cute old German buildings. Geissweg is also a good option and 
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the “alternative hub” of Tübingen. I would avoid living in the Franzosiche Viertel or 

Lustnau- they are also places you have to take the bus to, but with far less people 

and the buses travel with much less regularity.  

 

 

Arrival in Tübingen: 

Upon arrival in Tübingen (no matter where you are living) you will first need to go to 

Fichtenweg 5 to pay your bond. If you are coming from Stuttgart Airport you can get 

the bus 828 “Sprinter” from the front of the airport. Get out at the main bus station 

(also where the train station is). The buses to WHO (where Fichtenweg 5 is) leave 

from here. To reach Fichtenweg 5 take bus 2, 3, 4 or 6 (they will all say “Waldhauser 

Ost” on the front, do not get the 5 it goes a very long and ‘scenic’ way).  

 

Get off at a bus stop called “Ahornweg”, cross the road and follow the path up and 

over a bridge. Fichtenweg 5 is right in the middle of WHO, if you get lost ask anyone 

where to go, they will know. Check their opening hours on the website and try and 

arrive in that time, I don’t think I did but I know they are not open on Fridays! They 

will tell you to meet your Hausmeister who shows you your room and gives you your 

keys.  

 

Courses and Paperwork: 

I cannot recommend doing the pre-semester language course enough. I took the 

Deutsch Kompakt Kurs, which was expensive but included so many outings and such 

good German lessons that I felt it was worth it. Five weeks of intensive German 

really prepared me for the semester and my five German flatmates. I had not spoken 

any German since I had left High School and I still managed to complete the course, 

so do not be put off if you don’t study German at University. The course also kept 

me very busy when I first got to Tübingen, which was great because I lived mostly 

alone during this period, which was a bit overwhelming at times. I met almost all of 

my friends in this course who remained my main group for the whole semester. The 

language courses also help you with the paper work for your visa, health insurance, 

matriculation and setting up a bank account, which was unbelievably helpful.  

 

Courses in Tübingen are structured between Vorlesungen (lectures) and Seminare 

(smaller classes with more discussion, usually harder). Classes are worth varying 

ECTS points rather than structured in levels as in Otago. During the semester I took 

three further language courses (totalling 13 ECTS points). I then took two law papers, 

which were 6 ECTS points each and were taught in English. I cannot say I was 

particularly inspired by any of the courses I took in Tübingen, however they were 

mainly easy to follow and well-structured. One class I did enjoy in German was 

“Deutsche Geschichte in Bildern von 1945” with Herr Schmidt. If your German is 



good enough I thoroughly recommend, it had really interesting content and included 

an overnight trip to Cologne.  

 

To sign up for the courses you should follow the instructions on the “Campus 

Verwaltung” as it will explain the necessary actions for each course. I would try to 

sign up quickly as places fill up, but look around to make a good timetable. I took 

more than 30 ECTS points but I found the course load much, much less than what I 

am used to at home. The classes were only once a week, but ranged from 1.5 hours 

to 3 hours long! They encourage a lot more in class participation and class 

attendance is mandatory (you have to sign attendance). If you plan to travel a lot, try 

and avoid having classes on Fridays and Mondays as you cannot skip.  

 

Expenses: 

I found Tübingen to be a relatively cheap place to live in comparison to Dunedin or 

New Zealand. Rent is substantially lower for increased quality, and the price of food 

is definitely comparable but alcohol is a lot cheaper! You would probably be able to 

live on less than in Dunedin if you stuck to a strict budget.  

 

Basic price breakdown: 

- My flights were around $2000NZD return 

- Rent 250 Euros per month 

- Health Insurance 80 Euros per month 

- Food/ Alcohol (incl. eating and drinking out) 40 Euros per week  

- Travel costs ~ $8000NZD 

- Allow other money for shopping etc. 

 

To be honest, I spent a lot of money on exchange but I travelled for a month before 

the semester and made trips almost every weekend including a three-week holiday 

in the Christmas Break. I very luckily received the BW-Stipendium, which was 500 

Euros per month, which made the world of difference. Make sure you apply for this 

if you can (you need to be nominated by both Otago and Tübingen).  

 

Things to do: 

Tübingen was a lot of fun and a great base. In Tübingen itself I can recommend 

getting involved with StudIT, the international student organisation. They run events 

and can set you up with a mentor. I went on the ski trip, which was a lot of fun!  

 

When it’s warm it is so nice to drink a beer in the botanical gardens or relax by the 

Neckar (the river that runs through the town).  

 



I can 100% recommend Oktoberfest and the Stuttgater Wasen. It’s a great 

opportunity to get into the German spirit and get dressed up. Flying out of Stuttgart 

can sometimes be really cheap so look out for cheap flights or BlindBookings.com. I 

also thoroughly recommend FlixBus as it is super cheap and goes to some great 

locations.  If you get a group of five together you can buy a Badem-Wurttemburg 

ticket for 8 euros each which allowed unlimited travel for the group around BW for 

the day. I loved going away on the weekends and organising trips around, and for 

the most part if you are organised it’s not too expensive. The Semester Ticket you 

buy can also get you to some neighbouring areas for pretty cheap so look out for 

that. If you want to go shopping Reutlingen is 10 minutes away by train and is pretty 

decent. Stuttgart is 40 minutes by train so if you want some city time it’s not too far!  

 

Speaking German is not completely necessary to spending a semester in Tübingen, 

however I would recommend taking some language courses here to ease every day 

life situations. If you are a complete beginner they offer courses during the 

semester. 

 

 

 

 


