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My Motivations: I went to the University of Toronto in the final semester of my degree. I 

had always been interested in doing an exchange so I applied at the last opportunity I had. 

I was so excited to be accepted as I had never been so far outside of New Zealand and for 

such a long time. I hoped that I would gain some perspective living outside of New Zealand, 

and additionally learn about topics I was familiar with from a different angle. As I am a 

student of geography, I am curious about the world and part of what is important in 

geography is the differing perspectives of stakeholders. When I did begin my exchange, I 

found it fascinating to talk about the social and environmental issues that are important to 

Canada, and definitely feel that it added some important context to my degree. 

Accommodation and Transport: I was lucky enough to have family in Toronto that offered 

to host me, so for me living costs were not very expensive. The downside for me was that I 

lived further away from campus than most students which at times made socializing hard 

for me. In the day, travelling to campus and to town was easy by bicycle- Toronto has a 

great cycle network, when the weather got colder the public transport network was easy 

and cheap to navigate as well. However, after 1am the subway stops running and busses 

become much more infrequent so when I wanted to stay out late getting home was difficult 

or expensive (by taxi). For exchange students without connections in Toronto, I would 

recommend staying in one of the many student housing options- a popular choice is Tartu, 

as it is not too expensive comparative to Toronto prices and provides you with ample 

opportunity for a rich social life.  

Course load: I found the University of Toronto similar to Otago University in terms of course 

load, with slightly more importance on internal course work. You can expect to have about 

2-3 major assignments due per course, per semester. One downside is that similar to Otago, 

many of the deadlines can fall at the same time which can be very stressful. Also, I found 

that the standard of work expected is much higher- for the same quality of work my typical 



grade was about 10-15% lower than normal, and class averages were very low- around 60% 

so it is important to ensure you put in a lot of effort into your assignments in order to pass.  

Weather: I arrived in Toronto at the beginning of August- in the middle of a heat wave, 

however at end of the semester I was sitting exams in temperatures around -10 degrees 

Celsius. The fall was my favorite season as summer was uncomfortably hot and humid and 

winter was beautiful but very cold. Fall is a nice temperature and is a good time to go on a 

trip out to a national park to see the vibrant colors of the maple trees. I was very excited to 

see the snow falling, unlike Dunedin it falls and blankets the city, and is too cold to really 

melt at all until spring time. If you have enough layers on, and always wear gloves, the 

winter is a beautiful time to be in Toronto. 

Eating: Toronto has a very diverse and cheap food culture. Outside the university there are 

hot dog stands every 100 meters, and beyond that there is any type of food you can imagine. 

There is a China town, a Korea town, a little Italy, a little Portugal. There are Jamaican 

restaurants, many great places to eat dumplings, sushi, pizza, and even Kiwi meat pies if 

you are really missing a hot mince and cheese pie (although the pie shops call them Aussie 

meat pies). 

Things to do: Toronto is a big city, and there is always something going on but you have to 

find it! BlogTO.com is a great website to visit to keep updated on events in the area. I went 

to some great gigs in Toronto, I saw the comedian Dylan Moran and also saw an amazing 

Electric Six show (the band that created the iconic song ‘Gay Bar’). I also volunteered at the 

Toronto Urban Roots Festival and saw some great bands play there. If you like live music, 

The Horseshoe Tavern is the best place I went to for shows. If you like sports, you can’t miss 

the university Ice Hockey games which as a student you can go to for free. In the winter it 

is easy to go Ice Skating in the main square of the city. Before hockey season is Baseball 

season, if you want to see a baseball game. There are many student parties, I went to some 

frat parties while I was in Toronto and just like in the movies everyone drinks out of red 

cups. Another thing to do in Toronto is to go to the parks, there are an abundance of 

beautiful parks in the city which is a good place to go to read, hang out with friends, people 



watch or do some assignments. When the weather was good I spent a lot of time sitting or 

walking in the parks. Also, I found that going to the movies in Toronto is nice, the theatres 

are really good and are not too expensive. There are many things to do in Toronto but this 

is mainly how I spent my time there.  

Places to visit: one of the best things about studying in Toronto, is how accessible it is to 

visit many other amazing places. As an exchange student it is very easy to form a group with 

other exchange students and take the bus to New York City (about 8 hours), or to Niagara 

Falls. Also there are trains where you can quite cheaply travel to Montreal, Quebec City, or 

Ottawa. I went to all of these places as well as going with a group on a 3 day Canoe Trip in 

Algonquin National Park which I highly recommend. Other students went to Washington 

DC, or to Chicago quite easily as well.  

MY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Invest in a bicycle, it is such a fun way to get around and you can see a lot of the city this 

way. 

Mingle with the other exchange students: there are many events early on which is a great 

opportunity to make friends, I now have friends from all over the world and invitations to 

visit them one day. Don’t be shy to go to things with people you don’t know, I made many 

friends by tagging along to trips and outings shared in the exchange student Facebook or 

Whatsapp.  

Make use of the alumni in Toronto, there are some friendly Otago Alumni that live in 

Toronto that will likely contact you with dinner invitations. They are really nice people and 

I recommend that you get to know them. 

When studying, explore other libraries and study spaces. The main library is called Robarts, 

and is the place most students go to study, but there are so many other more quiet, nicer, 

libraries around campus. The Gerwin science library was a space I found to be really nice.  

 



 


