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If you’re reading this you’re already thinking about going on exchange( do it). Going on exchange in 

Canada is less of a hassle that going to the United States for visas and the North American culture in 

just as strong in Canada. Ivey provides a unique university experience you will not get anywhere else 

in the world. If you are still on the fence about going on exchange go for it. The next 1500 words 

don’t come close to describing how amazing the exchange experience is so instead just take it as 

advice on how to make sure your exchange experience is the best possible. 

 

Travel 

If you go on exchange to Canada it is very easy to travel to the United States and to other parts of 

Canada by bus. I went on about six trips in the time I was on exchange, most of which were by bus. 

Bus trips can be very long but it is much cheaper than flying and if you manage to get an overnight bus 

you can typically sleep through most of the trip. 

When traveling to the United States the border (despite what you might think) is fairly relaxed. It is 

however important to have a round trip booked as it can be 

difficult to be allowed in if you can’t prove that you will leave. I 

was almost caught by this at one point but managed to convince 

the border guard because it was on my third trip into the States 

and that gave me a history of honest travel. I did hear of other 

people having less compassionate border guards and they had to 

book bus tickets or flights home right there in order to be allowed 

into the US. 

Because it gets so cold in the winter in Canada it is best travel 

before it gets too cold (or if you travel in semester 1 after it gets 

warmer). In most parts of Canada it regularly gets to -20°C in winter so it is not a great time to go out 

and explore new cities. Some of the exchange students while I was on exchange went to Cuba in the 

winter which can be a good way to escape the cold and if you book early enough can be very cheap.  

The University 

The Richard Ivey School of Business (Ivey) is like no university in 

New Zealand. It is a business school that is down the road from 

the University of Western Ontario (Western). Ivey is technically a 

part of Western but it has a lot of freedom to teach how it wants 

and sets it’s own curriculum (the closest comparison in New 

Zealand would be the School of Medicine and the University of 

Otago). Ivey teaches using the case method meaning there are no 

text books and almost no lecture slides. Instead lectures are 

discussion based and up to 40% of your overall mark can come 

from class contribution. Depending on how comfortable you are 
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adding to discussions this can be the easiest 40% you will ever receive in university or some of the 

most difficult. This method of teaching might not be for everyone but if you are looking for break from 

the traditional lecture style of teaching at Otago this can be a great way to escape for a semester.  

If you go on exchange to Ivey you will get more time off than you would at almost any other university. 

You are guaranteed to have Fridays off every week which makes weekend trips away much easier. 

Additionally, Ivey will give you several weeks off during the semester where you can go on longer trips. 

The local students have to complete a field project and receive about one and a half weeks off 

throughout the semester to work of these. As exchange students, you don’t have field projects so you 

are free to travel. Add this to the mid-semester break and you end up receiving about two and a half 

weeks off in 13 weeks. On the flip side, attendance is strictly monitored at Ivey and you can only miss 

a very limited number of lectures (typically 5) before you will fail the paper.  

Ivey also has a very dedicated exchange committee who will regularly organise events. The exchange 

committee did not organise too many big events as most people while I was there wanted to do their 

own trips. While I was there they organised several dinners as well as well as a trip to Niagara Falls 

and dozens of smaller events including brunches, bowling, and house parties. 

London Ontario 

The city of London Ontario is not very inspiring when you first arrive. It is very flat and has nothing to 

make it somewhere to visit as a tourist. That being 

said, it is one of the most fun places to be a student. 

The city is dominated by the university and there is 

always something going on. You can go out into town 

any night of the week and the bars will be busy. The 

bars run a number of deals for students every night of 

the week and the prices for drinks are low enough that 

people don’t just drink in flats like in Dunedin. 

There is also a very active social league for most sports 

at the university. There are more competitive teams that you can trial for. I knew someone who tried 

to join the rugby team on campus but missed out because he missed the signup for try-outs so if you 

want to be in a competitive league you need to act fast. 

Outside of university activities the city has a good bus network and a bus pass in included in your fees 

so getting around is easy. Otherwise if you get desperate getting an Uber is cheap in Canada. 

Where to Live 

I organised my accommodation when I arrived in London. I would not recommend this if you can avoid 

this. I ended up living in a flat down the road from the most popular student bar in London. This was 

after three somewhat stressful days of searching while staying in an Airbnb. I worked with a company 

Exclusive Rentals to find my flat. They were very helpful and were able to rent me furniture. If you 

can, I would recommend trying to get accommodation at an apartment block called the MARQ 

(themarq.ca) on Ann Street. This is where about half of the exchange students stayed while I was there 

so it was regularly where parties were held. The apartments have everything included and they make 

it relatively easy to apply for even when you are not in Canada. The only thing I was told about living 
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here is that you need to apply early to get a spot. There are other ways to find accommodation 

including the website Kijiji (similar to TradeMe), another website offcampus.uw.ca, or you might be 

able to find a Canadian student that needs to rent their room while they are on exchange, the easiest 

way to do this would be to contact the exchange committee at Ivey and they might be able to connect 

you with someone. The Ivey students go on exchange in semester 2 (going by the NZ university 

semesters) so getting a spot filling one of their rooms is very easy if you go then. 

It does not matter where you live in London you will end up having to take busses to get to Ivey. The 

school is not close to any flats and in the winter it is too cold to walk. This is not too much of a problem 

as busses come by regularly especially at peak times and there are several routes that run past the 

Ivey building. 

Cost of Living 

The cost of living in London is very similar to Dunedin. Food, alcohol, and entertainment all cost about 

the same, if not, slightly cheaper. Rent was a little bit cheaper 

than Dunedin but overall, I ended up spending more money 

that I would in a semester in Dunedin because I was going out 

more often. The one thing that was noticeably cheaper was 

buying drinks in bars.  

I saved about $5000 for travel and extra spending money 

while on exchange. I spent all of this but you could easily get 

by with less as I was not being careful with my money all the 

time. Travel can be cheap in North America if you take busses 

everywhere. If you plan ahead you can get very cheap tickets to most major cities including Toronto, 

Chicago, Montreal, New York, etc. 

Courses 

While I was at Ivey I took four courses, all of which I found interesting and for the most part well 

taught. The first course I took was 4439 Entrepreneurial Finance. This course was taught by an old NHL 

player who tended to just tell us stories from his life as an entrepreneur and not focus too much on 

learning theories or formal strategies. The course was fairly simple and most third year students, even 

if their major is not in finance, would be able to pass this.  

The second course I took was 4433 Portfolio Management. This course was less interesting and 

probably not very useful for non-finance students. The lecturer I had retired from teaching the course 

when I finished so I can’t tell you much about the course now because the lecturer is so central to the 

experience so it will have changed significantly since I left. 

The third course I took was 4553 Social Enterprise. This course was the most disappointing course I 

took at Ivey. The lecturer was not great at explaining things and the content got quite esoteric at times. 

The course was not too difficult in terms of assessment criteria but it was not worth the time spent in 

the class. There are better courses on offer at Ivey and I would recommend giving this one a miss. 

The final course I took was 4486 Financial Analytics. This was the best course I took at Ivey and that 

was entirely because of the professor Hubert Pun. If he is still teaching this course while you are there 
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you will not be disappointed by this course. The course is quite technical and focuses on excel skills 

and the final group project is challenging but it is worth it to have Hubert as your lecturer. 

Overall, I found the courses at Ivey easier than those at Otago because most Ivey papers do not have 

exams and there are so many marks available just through participation. 

Final Remarks 

As I said at the start. What I have written does not come close to fully describing the exchange 

experience. If you are thinking about an exchange in North America just do it. I have never heard of 

anyone regretting their exchange. Ivey is a great school and you will get to meet people from all over 

the world while you are there. 


