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McGill 

McGill University is a top ranked university, ranked among the world’s top 30 institutions. It is 

situated in Montreal, Canada, and has an enrolment of over 40,000 students. This is about double 

the number of students that study at Otago, but didn’t seem that noticeably bigger when on 

campus. Believe it or not, there are three other universities in Montreal housing a similar number of 

students.  

McGill University has a very international feel to it, with students coming from all over the world to 

experience Montreal and get a top ranked education. So expect to meet people from all different 

parts of the globe with different backgrounds if you choose to study at McGill. 

With McGill being a top ranked University, it is very hard for students to get in, and everyone is 

competitive with each other, and are used to a much more intense university environment that we 

are in New Zealand. This can be a bit daunting when you first start classes, but the best thing to do is 

try not to get caught up in it, and remember you are there on exchange to experience something 

new. 

With registering for courses it is best to register as soon as possible as courses fill up fast. To pick a 

course you use a system called Minerva, and go to a section called ‘add/drop’. If you find a course 

you want to do is at maximum capacity, if you email the course coordinator or someone in the 

department and explain that you are a student coming on exchange they will often let you into the 

course. Also a general rule regarding how paper levels transfer between McGill and Otago, 300 level 

at McGill is equivalent to 200 level at Otago , 400 level at McGill is equivalent to 300 level at Otago 

and so on.  
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Learning style/ Course Load 

While at McGill University I took three papers within the Desautels Faculty of Management, ACCT 

222, MRKT 452, and MRKT 355. I also took one paper outside the management faculty as an interest 

paper, this being PSYC 100. The way cross crediting works between McGill and Otago is four papers 

at McGill with give you credit for three papers at Otago. So I used PSYC 100 as a filler paper as such, 

so I got credit for ACCT 222, MRKT 452, and MRKT 355 equivalents back at Otago. 

At McGill you either have to do four or five papers a semester to be considered a full time student. I 

would definitely only recommend doing four if you can, as each course involves a lot of work, and 

you’re here on exchange to experience what Montreal has to offer, not just McGill. You will find 

many McGill students do five papers a semester, but they are used to that much heavier work load. 

If you’re going to do business papers it is likely most, if not all of your classes will be situated in the 

Bronfman building, home to the Desautels Faculty of Management. For most courses you do the 

maximum class size will be fifty, so the classes are much more interactive than at Otago. It has more 

of a tutorial feeling, opposed to a lecture feeling. Class participation is also strongly encouraged in 

most classes and normally counts towards 5-10% of your final grade for a particular course. This can 

feel quite daunting at first, as you are sat in a room with completely new people who are all very 

smart and intelligent, but you just need to go for it and not be afraid and by the end you will be an 

old hand at it. 

At the Desautels Faculty of Management, the courses you complete will typically involve a lot more 

group work than they do at Otago. For both of the marketing courses I completed, you formed 

groups of about six at the beginning of the semester and kept them throughout. For each of those 

marketing course our group has two large projects we had to complete and present throughout the 

semester. The group work can seem challenging at times because you’re working with students who 

are striving for top grades, as well as being with people from a range of nationalities, so sometimes 

communication and trying to convey ideas to one another can be a bit challenging, but you just need 

to work that bit harder. It is a great experience though, in that it forces you to find ways to work and 

deal with other people, and gets you ready for environments you might face in the work force. 
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In terms of work load, I found the amount of work to be heavier throughout the semester than at 

Otago, with a greater emphasis put on internal work through the semester and less on exams at the 

end. Another good thing to know is that the class average for all courses in the management faculty 

need to be between 65-75% (roughly), so that means that all work is marked reasonably toughly and 

professors will be taking extra note of how your work compares to others in the class rather than 

just marking each piece of work separately against a marking schedule. 

   

 

Accommodation 

While in Montreal I stayed at a student housing complex called Evo. Evo has two properties in 

downtown Montreal, one on Sherbrooke Street (right in the centre of the city), and the other on 

Boulevard Robert Bourassa (slightly out of the city centre, on the edge of an area known as the ‘Old 

Port’). At Evo Centre Ville, you can only sign leases for extended periods of time, whereas at Evo 

Vieux Montreal you can sign 4 month leases etc, which is what I did. Having seen both properties, I 

would still have chosen Evo Vieux Montreal as I found it nice being slightly off the main streets and 

near the Old Port area.  

Evo offers all-inclusive accommodation. This mean you pay rent each month, but this includes 

electricity, internet, use of swimming pool, use of library, access to games room, use of gym etc. You 

can further explore Evo and its faculties at www.evomontreal.com/. The cost of a shared bedroom 

was $750/month, and the cost of a single bedroom was $1100/month. I think the shared bedroom is 

quite a good way to get to meet people, but if you’re already quite social in your daily life the single 

bedroom might suit you better. Although these rent prices are relatively high, what I found cool 

about Evo is its filled with people from all over the world, most of whom are attending one of the 

universities in Montreal, so you get to meet people from all over the world. For me, I choose Evo as 

it was all inclusive, so I didn’t have to worry about sorting out internet providers, buying furniture 

etc when I got there.  

Each day I walked to McGill, and only took around 20 minutes. If you would rather find a flat to live 

in, which many people I know did, the McGill housing Facebook page,  as well as the International 

roommates in Montreal Facebook page are good places to look. In terms of finding a flat, there are 
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many different areas you can look in. One of these areas is called the Plateau, which is quite a funky 

area to live in, filled with many cafe’s, bars, and groovy shops and people. A lot of McGill students 

also lived in an area called the McGill ghetto , which is situated right next to the University. This area 

is filled with students, but can be quite expensive to live. Being situated right next to the university, 

it can stop you exploring other parts of Montreal. So if you are looking to rent a flat for your time, I 

would definitely recommend the plateau area. 

     

 

Weather 

I was in Montreal during the Fall semester. I arrived in Montreal in early August, and it was very hot 

with highs for the first month I was there ranging between 25 to 35 degrees Celsius. It also felt very 

humid as you walked around. It then cooled down a bit with highs between 18 to 20 degrees Celsius 

for September/ early October, and dropped to highs of 8 to 16 degrees Celsius for the rest of 

October. By early November highs were constantly around 7 degrees Celsius, and in late November/ 

early December you can expect highs between -10 to 0 degrees Celsius and some snow. If you are 

going in winter it can sometimes get down to -30 or 40 degrees Celsius, so definitely pack lots of 

warm gear.  
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Eating 

At Evo residence where I stayed, there were no kitchens in rooms, but there were large kitchens 

allocated to each floor, but were always pretty busy. I ended up buying mostly takeout. There are 

many food shops though that will offer a variety of food choices. The supermarkets (Metro and 

Provigo) also have large selections of cold and hot meal options. The largest mall in Montreal on the 

main street, called the Eaton Centre also has a very large food court. If you though choose to stay in 

a flat or apartment, I would definitely recommend making a lot of your own meals as this is 

definitely a cheaper option. Montreal is filled with many nice places to eat out, and the special dish 

that everyone says you have to try is called Poutine, which is hot chips covered in gravy.  

      

 

Tipping 

In Montreal the standard amount to tip is around 15%. You are only required to tip for food services 

where you sit down, or if you are getting drinks, and getting taxis. And in these places they will give 

you the option to tip as part of the payment process on Eftpos machines.  Note, if you go to New 

York most people tip around 20% as it’s a more expensive place to live. 

Activities 

There are many different things to do and places to explore in Montreal. If you have a look on trip 

adviser, this will show you many good attractions to further explore. I took a trip out to the Botanical 

Gardens which are situated near Olympic Stadium, which I found fun to explore, in particular the 

Chinese and Japanese gardens. The Notre-Dame Basilica is a spectacular basilica in the historic 

district of Old Montreal, and would definitely recommend checking this out in Montreal. There are  

also many festivals throughout the year, so if you go to Montreal I would advise you to look up 

online what festivals are on well you are there. 

I am really into sports, so went to some Montreal Canadiens (HABS) ice hockey games. The Montreal 

Canadiens are Montreal’s NHL team who play their home games at the Bell Centre in downtown 

Montreal, which is the largest NHL arena. It was amazing to watch the tenacity and vigour at which it 

was played. Even if you are not really into sports, I would still definitely recommend checking out a 

game to experience the atmosphere of an NHL game. I also took in a few Montreal Impact soccer 
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games, who play in the MLS cup. These were also great to watch, with a really good atmosphere and 

chants circulating around the ground. 

There are also a large number of concerts on in Montreal. The biggest acts play at the Bell Centre 

(where the hockey is also played). While I was in Montreal the likes of Adele, Sia, Drake, and Kanye 

West played there. Many smaller music venues are also situated across Montreal, including one 

called The Metropolis which had some big acts like Troy Sivan, Alessia Cara, and Charlie Puth play. 

Many bars also had a big variety of live music played in them. 

    

    

 

 

   

 

Transportation 

If you live around the city centre, it is really easy to walk around and to the university. But if you live 

a little further out, or want to explore different areas of Montreal (which I definitely recommend) I 

would encourage you to use the Metro system, which is a really efficient and safe underground train 

system that operates in Montreal. There are also regular busses that operate in Montreal. For the 

metro you can purchase single trips, day passes, month passes etc. It really depends on how much 

you are planning on using it when deciding which pass to purchase. They offer special discounted 

passes for students to. The card that you will buy and top up for the metro is called and Opus card, 

which you can pick up from an authorised seller in town or any of the bigger Metro stops. The pass 

works on the buses as well as the train. 
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Travelling 

There are so many places you can choose to do weekend trips to 

around Montreal during the semester or either side of it. Before the 

semester started, I flew from Montreal to New York which is about a 1 

hour plane ride. You can also take a 12 hour train ride, which is meant 

to be very scenic but seemed too long for me. New York was an 

amazing city to visit, the accommodation though is very expensive so I 

would strongly recommend looking on Hostel World or on Trivago in 

advance to see if there are any good deals. I stayed in a hotel called 

Pod 39, which is very small rooms with a bed, tv, desk, shower, but did 

the job, and situated in a really good location on 39th street in 

Manhattan. 

 Well in New York, I would recommend taking a trip up the Empire 

State building to the observation deck, and also Top of the Rock. I also took a ferry ride out to the 

Statue of Liberty, did a bike ride tour through Central Park, walked the High Line, took in a couple of 

Broadway show, did some shopping, saw an episode of Modern Family being filmed outside Essex 

House across the road from Central Park, lined up in the standby line for ‘The Tonight Show starring 

Jimmy Fallon’ and got tickets to that, and did a hop on, hop off bus tour. There are truly so many 

amazing things to do and see. In terms of getting around New York, the subway system is by far the 

quickest way, walking is good to though. A good thing to purchase if you go to New York is a ‘New 

York Pass’ online that will give you discounted entry to many attractions. 

I also took a weekend trip to a ski town about 2 hours drive from the centre of Montreal called Mont 

Tremblant. It was such a cool place to go for a weekend, and was a truly spectacular sight in the 

autumn. Later in the semester I ventured to Toronto , taking a train which was about a 5 hour 

journey. There are also many flights available to there. Toronto was a super neat city to explore and 

has a very different feel to Montreal, which is surprising given its close proximity. Everyone spoke 

English in Toronto, and all signs were in English. If you go to Toronto, a must do is a 1 hour bus ride 

to Niagara Falls, which, trust me, are a truly spectacular sight to see in person. 
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Budgeting 

How much you will need definitely depends on a variety of factors. The first is where you plan to 

stay. For example, an apartment could cost around $550 CAD per month plus electricity, wifi etc. 

Whereas at Evo it cost $1100 per month for a single room. The amount of travelling you do also has 

a big impact on this, as well as how you plan to do food. The activities you which to do in Montreal 

also effects this. For example, the cheapest tickets to and NHL game are around $80 CAD. So I would 

say a budget could range anywhere from $6000 CAD to $12000 CAD depending on what you plan to 

do. One thing I would definitely say though is to just save as much as possible, as the more you have 

the more activities and travelling you can do while there.  

Language 

Before leaving for Montreal I had a few French lessons, but couldn’t speak it very well at all. Well in 

Montreal I learnt a bit more, but still don’t speak or understand the language very well. However in 

central Montreal most people speak both French and English. Although outlying areas can be French 

only. McGill is also an English speaking university, so don’t worry at all if you don’t speak much 

French, it is definitely manageable and a good way to learn a bit. 

Phone/Banking 

There are many phone providers in Montreal. Some of the cheaper ones are Fido and Koodo. I 

purchased a plan with Fido, with their cheapest text, talk, data plan around $45 CAD per month. All 

the phone plans are more expensive there than in New Zealand where you can get an equivalent 

plan for $20 per month. In terms of banking, there are many different banks you can choose to open 

an account with. I found Scotia bank to be the best value option. If you set up a student account with 

them, you got unlimited transactions each month and there were no fees. There was also no fixed 

time contract, although you had to pay a fee of $20 CAD if you closed your account before 4 month 

is up. I also used a cash passport in Montreal and travelling and would definitely recommend one, as 

you can load many different currencies onto them. I would also advise you to keep a small amount 

of cash on yourself as many shops only accept cash. 
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