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PLD Support & Education Conversations
Kia ora koutou 
As we approach the end of the term, 
I hope it has been a successful one 
for your school/kura. 
 
Applications for PLD Support 
The final round of PLD applications 
for 2018 will take place next term. 
If you would like support to write a 
PLD proposal, please contact us.  
 
The dates for Term 4 PLD 
applications are as follows: 

Otago/Southland: Applications 
close 5 October; panel allocation 
meeting 25 October. 

Canterbury: Applications close 8 
November; panel allocation 
meeting 29 November. 

Nelson, Marlborough, West Coast: 
Applications close 8 November; 
panel allocation meeting 29 
November. 

Wellington: Applications close 26 
October; panel allocation meeting 
15 November. 

Taranaki, Whanganui, Manawatu: 
Applications close 14 November; 
panel allocation meeting 29 
November. 

Hawkes Bay: Applications close 8 
November; panel allocation 
meeting 29 November. 

Accelerating Writing across the 
Curriculum- a snapshot of a 
successful cross curricula PLD 
intervention  
In 2017 two ESS facilitators, Cheryl 
Pym and Mal Thompson, were 
involved in delivering professional 
learning focusing around literacy.  
Adopting a lead group approach 
and using ‘teaching as inquiry’ to 
track priority learners, Dunstan 
High School now has teachers 
linking their inquiry to the 
appraisal process and tracking 
their learners to help improve 
student achievement.  

Working in this secondary school 
with a cross curricular focus in 
writing has brought about a 
significant impact on student 
writing.  In the past year, the 50+ 
teachers at Dunstan working in 
professional learning groups, were 
able to pinpoint achievement 
challenges and address these by 
sharing ideas about learning. In the 
teaching of writing there was an 
increase in modelling, co-
construction and scaffolding of the 
writing process which resulted in 
an increase in student writing 
skills.  

Mal and Cheryl worked closely 
with the Literacy Leader, Maria 
Affleck to model effective literacy 
practice through ‘teaching as 
inquiry’. Change in practice for 
teachers and improved student 
achievement are outcomes that 
our team is proud of. This PLD 
was accessed through the PLD 
Journal process and Dunstan was 
given 100 hours to enable our 
team to support the school with 
their learning focus.  
Further details of this successful 
example of accelerating writing 
across the curriculum can be 
found in the Literacy Forum NZ, 
Vol 32, no 3, 2017 
(www.nzla.org.nz) 
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How to contact us 
• • • 

Office Administration 
Education Support Services 
Education Centre 
157 Union Street East 
P O Box 56 
Dunedin 9054 
Phone: (03) 479 4900 
Website: 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/education/ess 
 
Director:  
Ian Stevens  
Phone: (03) 479 4907 
Email: ian.stevens@otago.ac.nz 

mailto:essadmin@otago.ac.nz
http://www.otago.ac.nz/education/ess
http://www.nzla.org.nz/
http://www.otago.ac.nz/education/ess
mailto:ian.stevens@otago.ac.nz


Education Support Services at University of Otago College of Education 
Tel +64 3 479 4900    Email essadmin@otago.ac.nz    www.otago.ac.nz/education/ess  

Programmes for Students (PfS) Update: we have just been informed by the national Ministry office that PfS ALL 
and ALiM/MST will be offered again next year. More details will follow shortly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Developing and using online resources to support your 
Technology understanding - Cheryl Pym, Accredited Curriculum 
and Learning Facilitator (Specialist Technology Education, Digital 
Fluency), Expert Partner Communities of Learning /Kāhui Ako. 

During the last few months I have been involved in webinars and a 
breakfast meeting and workshop to support teachers across the 
sector in developing their understanding of not only the 
Technology learning area but also the revisions to the Technology 
essence statement and the technological areas which includes 
Computational Thinking and Designing and Developing Digital 
outcomes. This has been done in conjunction with Core Education 
who have resources developed to cover both primary and 
secondary content and can be accessed from Technology Online. 

As part of my work I have also developed material for my YouTube 
channel which you can subscribe to here, 
(https://www.youtube.com/user/Cheryl9NZ/) so you can check 
your conceptual understandings of the curriculum. One tool that I 
have used with a school is Edpuzzle, taking recordings of my work 
and annotating or creating quizzes for teachers to use in between 
face to face meetings. This is also a great way for students to create 
content themselves and use as teaching material with their peers. 

Education Support Services (ESS) 
support for schools 

Details are on our website 
http://www.otago.ac.nz/education/ess/ 

 
 Primary and Secondary support through 

workshops, courses and in-depth Inquiry 
Clusters including: 
Literacy, Te Reo Māori, Leadership, Pasifika, 
Science, Mathematics, Drama, Health & 
Physical Education, Technology, The Arts, 
English, Careers, Mentoring PCTs 
  
o Staff PLD in a wide range of areas 

including: Assessment practices; 
Appraisal; Moderation; Coaching and 
Mentoring: Culturally responsive practice 

 Consultancy opportunities including: 
o Department Reviews or Audits 
o School self-review 
o Building leadership capacity 

Contact: ian.stevens@otago.ac.nz 

Reading Recovery 
Reading Recovery is a highly successful early literacy intervention that continues to produce strong outcomes 
for the lowest text readers and writers. Reading Recovery strongly aligns with the New Zealand Curriculum and 
is fully endorsed by the Ministry of Education. It is research based and has extensive annual monitoring. 

The 2017 Reading Recovery data shows: 
• 9463 children entered Reading Recovery nationally. 
• 110 schools in Otago and Southland offer Reading Recovery. 
• 77% of children were successfully discontinued from Reading Recovery nationally in 2017 while 85% of 

children were successfully discontinued in Otago and Southland. 
• The majority (92%) of successfully discontinued children were reading texts at or above the Turquoise of 

Ready to Read. 
In the near future the Ministry will release details regarding applications for Reading Recovery funding for 
training a teacher or for ongoing support for trained teachers. There will be a short time frame for applying for 
funding.  

Depending on numbers, Reading Recovery training is planned to be offered in Oamaru and Central Otago in 
2019. Schools are urged to apply for training to keep teacher understanding of literacy processing theory strong. 

PLD opportunity: the 10th International Institute will be held in Auckland (17-19 July 2019) and has a theme of 
Kaitiakitanga- Nurturing Literate Futures. This conference is aimed at all educators, with a wide variety of 
national and international speakers. 
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