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If the Transit of Venus was meant to help ascertain Earth’s distance from the Sun, the present 
anniversary of the Endeavour voyage asks us to consider the distances yet to be traversed—
between peoples, cultures, and societies that remain unfamiliar despite 250 years of 
interaction. The Cook’s New Clothes project was supported by Royal Museums Greenwich to 
honour a man habitually cloaked in maps and cast in bronze; bringing historians and 
contemporary artists together in conversation with weavers and tailors from the Pacific and 
the UK, we sought to challenge Enlightenment paradigms of artistic science and scientific art, 
recolouring histories of cross- cultural encounter through clothing, ceremony and 
performance. The processions held in Greenwich and Plymouth to mark Cook’s departure also 
recognised Tupaia, whom we invested with a Royal Navy coat and dog-skin kaitaka. This paper 
presents part of the research behind this project, including a sartorial reading of the voyage 
journals that reinterprets the relationship between Tupaia and Joseph Banks, considering 
their shared recognition of the ritual, symbolic, and practical power of aesthetics in the Pacific 
world. Then turning to the processions themselves and the resulting art-installation, the 
paper elucidates a cultural turn within increasingly postcolonial narratives of commemoration 
in Britain. Cook now seems to stand naked in stark reflection of a whitewashed history; so it 
falls to scholars, curators and artists alike to engage with the weavers and wearers of more 
deeply textured narratives, fashioning new sets of garments with which to redress the past. 
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