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Heinrich (Henry) Suter arrived in New Zealand with his wife and seven children in 1886 from 
Zurich, Switzerland escaping a failed business and bankruptcy. He had qualifications in science 
and an extensive knowledge of the natural world as an amateur naturalist and hoped to find 
work in New Zealand museums.  When employment failed to materialise, Suter turned to 
trading in natural history specimens to make a living.   Much of this trade was with Hugo 
Schauinsland, zoologist and director of the Übersee-Museum in Bremen, Germany.  
Schauinsland travelled to the South Pacific in 1896-97.  He and Suter met and formed a trading 
relationship which lasted several years.  They shared a language and their interest in the 
natural world.  Suter’s need for an income resulted in his trading activities extending to areas 
he may not have envisaged including, Māori kōiwi tangata (skeletal remains).   
 
This presentation explores the relationship between trade and knowledge production in the 
19th century using Suter and Schauinsland’s trading connection as an exemplar.   The 
challenges, risks and consequences for Māori and others in Suter fulfilling Schauinsland’s 
extensive desiderata are also discussed.  Schauinsland’s controversial methods for acquiring 
specimens are noted as well as his innovative approach to museum displays to disseminate 
knowledge of the natural world.      
 
Changing attitudes in the 20th and 21st century to the production of knowledge through the 
trading of natural history and human specimens will also be discussed.      
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