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The invisibility of women in science in New Zealand history is a feature of a focus on the 
structures of our science culture.i As James Hector and colleagues such as Augustus Hamilton, 
Director of the Dominion Museum, were establishing the physical infrastructure of colonial 
science, learned men from all fields of endeavour – the missionary William Colenso, the 
lawyer Walter Buller – were contributing extensively to the burgeoning intellectual culture of 
the colony, via the provincial branches of the New Zealand Institute.  
 
Francis Lucian Reid described women participating in these early science discourses as “guests 
of male society members – typically their husbands, fathers, or brothers.”ii This mediation of 
women’s involvement via male voices contributes to a false categorisation of women’s 
contributions to science: 
 
“…removal of women [scientists] from that category to the category of mothers, wives, 
daughters, or lovers of men who are [scientists]…”iii 
 
Looking specifically at the contributions of women whose work supported the scientific 
discoveries and activities of Colenso and Buller: wives, daughters, lovers – this paper develops 
new categories within which to understand and interpret the agency and self-determination 
of women in science during the second half of the nineteenth century, beyond a 
categorisation as mediators, or go-betweens. 
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