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In 1802 a Frenchman named Francis Barrallier led an expedition to the Burragorang Valley, 
taking a Dharawal man named Gogy as his guide. Sent as an ‘ambassador’ to the so-called 
‘King of the Mountains’, a leader of the Gundungarra tribe of the named Goondel, Barrallier’s 
disregard of a pre-existing conflict between Goondel and Gogy completely undermined the 
expedition. This incident provides insight into Aboriginal agency in colonial Australia; not only 
in exploration, map-making and knowledge production, but in their leveraging of the 
European presence within existing eco-cultural networks and inter-tribal conflicts. This paper 
will explore the roles of these three intermediaries in the middle-ground of colonial Australia. 
 
The concept of eco-cultural networks is generally applied to the pathways that facilitated the 
transfer of ideas, organisms and commodities throughout imperial territories, which certainly 
existed in the European context. Yet by reading against the grain of the colonial archive it can 
be established that similar networks of trade, culture and conflict had long existed between 
First Australians peoples. The entanglement of European and Indigenous networks created 
the possibility of a middle-ground to be navigated, with varying degrees of success, by 
intermediaries of both cultures.  
 
Finally, recent evidence suggests that Indigenous occupation of the continent stretches back 
as far as 120,000 years. Viewing history from this perspective it becomes impossible to ignore 
pre-existing Indigenous eco-cultural networks, a perspective which both decenters the 
colonial narrative and provides glimpses into the deep human past.  
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