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This paper examines the working practices of Joseph Banks and Daniel Solander during James 
Cook’s first voyage to the Pacific and their approaches to classifying the thousands of 
botanical and zoological species they collected according to the Linnaean system. Throughout 
the Endeavour voyage, Banks, Solander and their scientific staff maintained a complex array 
of paper technologies to order and classify information. These had been devised by Solander 
during his employment at the British Museum in the 1760s and were made up from a 
selection of annotated printed books, Solander’s Manuscript Slip Catalogue (that took a 
similar form to index cards) and a series of manuscripts and notebooks used to record the 
new binomial names and Linnaean descriptions they ascribed to each species. This talk 
examines the use of these materials in the field and the precise construction of the Linnaean 
binomials and descriptions for species that were previously unknown to European natural 
history, for which Banks and Solander often relied on information provided by the indigenous 
peoples of the Pacific. Indigenous knowledge held a central role in Banks’s and Solander’s 
construction of new Linnaean binomials and descriptions, many of which were translated 
from indigenous terminology, information they incorporated into their system of information 
management. Among the most important books in their collection were interleaved copies of 
Linnaeus’ Systema Naturae and Species Plantarum into which their amanuenses, Herman 
Spöring, transcribed Banks’s and Solander’s descriptions, directly incorporating this 
information into the Linnaean system.   
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