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At the beginning of the 1920s, after almost a century of intensive logging and clearance of 
forest land, experts believed New Zealand faced an imminent timber famine – a shortage of 
wood. To prevent a timber famine from striking, Leonard MacIntosh Ellis (1887-1941), 
recently appointed Director of Forestry for the newly established State Forest Service (SFS), 
stressed the need to educate the public about deforestation and the importance of scientific 
forestry. Ellis considered it vital that the public was informed about how forestry contributed 
to the welfare of the Dominion, believing that a lack of public support would be devastating 
for forestry and the State Forest Service. He was not alone in this belief. During the interwar 
period, both foresters and institutions, such as the New Zealand Institute of Foresters, 
emphasised how public opinion was essential to the work and position of forestry in New 
Zealand. In my paper, I examine why public opinion was attributed such significance, and how 
foresters sought to engage with the public in order to influence public opinion. Moreover, by 
studying how foresters aimed to affect public opinion, believing their science dependent on 
public opinion, I highlight the relationship between scientific expertise and the public during 
the interwar period. 
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