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The role of virtues language for the healthy maintenance of country has not before been 
considered. Research on ‘caring for country’ abounds, but the practical and necessary 
application of virtues is missing. Yet I argue, it is virtues towards country that has enabled 
Aboriginal cultures to maintain and sustain a healthy relationship with country and thus a 
country that flourished for over 50, 000 years, until colonisation. Using ethnographic and 
descriptive materials of Aboriginal people from Daisy Bates and other colonisers, my research 
links the role of virtues with the work of Bill Gammage’s The Biggest Estate on Earth and Bruce 
Pascoe’s Dark Emu. The study of virtues is generally relegated to the disciplines of philosophy 
and religion, yet, as the discipline of psychology has discovered, virtues are necessary for 
human physical and emotional well-being. Virtues are the means by which humans stay safe. 
Europeans stopped applying virtues to country a long time ago and consequently, the uglier 
emotions of greed and fear have flourished leading to the ruination of the planet. A 
consideration of virtues language in relation to country needs to be considered in a 
systematic, perhaps scientific way because virtues need to be balanced. It is the balance of 
virtues between humans and country and between humans individually and culturally that 
will provide I suspect a more concrete way of proceeding in protecting country for the future. 
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