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Current relationships of encounter and engagement between Pākehā and Māori are usually still 
couched under terms such as “partnership” or “bicultural.” With our increasingly diverse 
population, , it is important to revisit both historical and contemporary understandings of Te Tiriti 
o Waitangi in relation to firstly insisting that all contemporary protocols are Māori led while 
broadening the space for other populations to also feel a sense of belonging. Through our years 
of facilitating workshops on Te Tiriti o Waitangi in many fora we have continually asserted that 
building meaningful relationships based on an understanding of Te Tiriti o Waitangi is preferable 
to notions of partnership and biculturalism. Our presentation extends on this supposition and 
includes that addressing social and ecological injustices and power differentials are essential 
components in such relationships. We posit that future encounters must be based on Te Tiriti 
based commitments enabling the building of trusting and honest relationships and lodged in well-
informed accurate Iwi histories led by Māori scholarship. 
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